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PREFACE. 


A  happy  new  year  to  all ! 

This  fourth  volume  of  the  Bristol  County  Directory  is  presented  with  many 
thanks  for  the  patronage  of  our  friends,  and  all  favors  towards  it!  production* 
We  sincerely  hope  it  may  be  appreciated  by  the  people,  for  nrbose  benefit  ire  bare 
labored,  as  well  as  for  our  own  interest  and  enjoyment.  In  some  Instant 
have  lost  hundreds  of  dollars  on  such  a  work,  besides  our  time  and  care.  Do 
the  people  understand  this  ?  If  such  a  loss  Ethould  come  from  some  I 
speculation,  we  could  claim  little  sympathy  on  account  of  it;  but  in  an  'enter- 
prise so  useful  and  valuable  to  the  public,  our  claims  are  different 

Our  last  volume  was  partially  destroyed  by  the  great  tire  in  Boston,  together 
with  all  our  printing  material.     Our  Directories  of  several  towns  in 
County  were  wholly  destroyed  when  nearly  printed,  and  had  to  be  canTassed 
and  printed  over  again. 

In  reporting  all  branches  of  business  we  try  to  be  generous  and  impartial ; 
but  our  patrons  are  deserving  of  much  extra  praise  and  public  favor,  lor  they 
are  the  endorsers  and  supporters  of  the  work. 

Sometimes  we  report  certain  kinds  of  business  we  would  never  engage  in  our- 
selves under  any  circumstances.  But  our  readers  and  patrons  should  judge  of 
such  things  for  themselves.  We  may  advise,  but  never  dictate.  We  take  only 
such  liberty  as  belongs  to  all  men.  Our  "Director"  has  expressed  some  ideas 
worthy  of  respect.  The  practical  suggestions  may  seem,  to  certain  critics,  out 
of  place  in  poetry.  For  our  own  part  we  prefer  such  substantial  sentiment.-  to 
mere  poetical  fustian.  We  would  have  added  a  stanza  against  tobacco  and 
another  against  sectarian  folly.  All  Christians  should  be  united  with  the  dear 
Jesus  as  their  head  on  earth,  with  no  creed  to  hamper  their  consciences.  How- 
ever, perhaps  this  would  not  be  good  for  poetry. 

In  regard  to  the  history,  it  should  be  stated  that  Gen.  Peirce  has  furnished  all 
except  that  of  Taunton  and  New  Bedford,  which  we  have  extracted  from  the 
beautiful  sketches  published  lately  in  the  Boston  Daily  Globe. 

We  have  sent  three  times  to  Fall  River  for  lists  of  city  officers,  and  at  last  one 
of  the  editors  kindly  sends  his  printed  list,  which  is  inserted,  although  a  fuller 
list  would  have  been  better.  Several  names  received  too  late  for  insertion  un- 
der the  headings  will  be  found  in  the  Town  Registers. 

Finally,  with  a  most  polite  bow,  we  turn  away  to  other  works,  and  bid  you  all 
adieu.    "  Printers  and  Fui;lishers. 


PROEM. 


BY       THE       DIKECTOR. 


Once  more  the  new-born  year  descends — 
Pale  sunshine  with  dark  shadows  blends  ; 
Once  more  the  gifts  of  life  and  joy 
Come  fraught  with  gold,  but  much  alloy — 
Thanks  for  the  good,  and  strength  in  life 
Be  ours  to  bear  the  toil  and  strife. 

When  Summer  smiled  and  gales  were  bland 
And  gentle  showers  refreshed  the  land, 
And  birds  and  flowers,  and  wood  and  wave 
Felt  the  glad  impulse  nature  gave, 
If  wise  and  frugal,  from  the  earth, 
All  tried  to  store  for  winter's  dearth. 
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The  anvil's  ring,  the  shuttle's  sound, 

Now  fill  the  air  and  echo  round ; 

The  school  house  sends  a  bustling  crowd 

Of  hopefuls  forth,  wild,  blithe,  and  loud; 

And  busy  life  the  season  crowns 

Spite  of  its  cold  and  cruel  frowns. 

How  fare  ye  friends  since  last  we  met  ? 
Full  many  suns  have  risen  and  set, 
And  fire  and  flood  have — here  and  there, 
Brought  woe  to  some — to  me  a  share  ; 
And  death  has  often  come  and  left 
Our  hearts  and  homes  of  love  bereft. 

Ingratitude  has  oft,  I  know, 
Our  bosoms  chilled  like  Winter's  snow  ; 
The  clutch  of  foe  or  rival  wretch, 
Barely  within  the  law's  wide  stretch, 
Has  stung  our  human  hearts  perchance, 
As  poverty  and  age  advance. 

Oh  !  hard  to  bear  the  harrowing  thought, 

That  knaves  are  oft  to  honor  brought, 

And  loaded  with  the  pelf  besoiled, 

Of  which  their  neighbors"  have  been  spoiled  ! 

Yet  consciousness  of  merit  cheers 

A  worthy  life,  and  sweetens  tears. 

We  cannot  quite  admire  this  plan, 
But  yet  forgive  poor  erring  man, — 
Our  hearts  and  hopes  of  earlier  life 
Preserve  amid  the  unholy  strife, 
And  sail  along  toward  the  main, 
Fearless  of  age,  and  want,  and  pain. 

Be  it  our  aim,  in  word  and  deed, 
To  live  for  others  good,  to  feed 
And  clothe  our  little  ones,  and  teach 
Them  all  the  lore  within  our  reach, — 
To  pay  for  labor  what  is  just, 
Nor  wrong  the  friends  who  in  us  trust. 
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If  that  is  not  a  poet's  line, 

Tis  good,  and  goodness  is  divine. 

Forget  not  ye,  who  would  excel 

In  works,  the  great  centennial  ! 

Your  hand,  eye,  ear,  and  inmost  soul 

Now  nerve  for  conquest — win  the  goal  ! 

Our  noble  soldier,  surely  he 

Will  match  the  world  for  gallantry — 

Well  I  remember  one,  whose  fame 

Our  patriots  for  Bristol  claim, 

Whose  war-left  hand  now  wields  the  pen. 

The  moral  weapon  of  brave  men. 

The  next  grand  jubilee, 

Our  childrens'  childrens'  sons  may  see, 

Ere  then  what  change  !  but  freedom  here 

Is  quite  secure — the  wise  did  fear 

In  our  young  days,  when  slavery's  thrall 

Humbled  the  weak,  and  palsied  all. 

There  is  another  fiend,  called  Rum  ; 
I  would  Ids  overthrow  had  come. 
Woe,  woe  to  those  who  lie  and  light, 
For  such  a  shame,  the  nation's  blight ! 
For  gain,  the  press,  nay  e'en  the  saints, 
Oft  wink  at  rum*  with  few  complaints. 

Corruption  in  the  state  must  fall — 
'Tis  treason,  "blot  it  out,"  cry  all 
Save  the  foul  * 'rings"  ;  let  none  remain 
To  curse  our  race,  and  to  enchain, 
In  later  times,  and  sell,  for  gold, 
Their  liberty,  as  Rome  was  sold. 

" Short  tenures"  is  a  principle 
To  be  esteemed  and  held  by  all ; 
The  machinations,  schemes  and  plots 
Of  demagogues  are  in  their  thoughts, 
And  ripen  in  their  lengthy  terms  ; 
Prevent  their  growth,  destroy  the  germs. 
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So  shall  the  nation  live  and  thrive, 
And  working  bees — best  in  the  hive, — 
Shall  all  enjoy  with  happy  cheer, 
The  sweets  of  peace  and  plenty  here. 
One  only  further  hope  I'll  note — 
The  ladies,  our  own  peers,  should  vote. 

Will  not  our  youth  these  notions  heed  ? 
For  many  read  but  fun,  and  feed 
Their  souls  with  frothy  tales  untrue 
And  full  of  doubtful  morals  too. 
O,  change  your  course,  keep  to  the  right, 
In  "science  and  in  truth  delight. 

For  Wisdom's  ways  are  ways  that  bless  ; 

" Virtue  alone  is  happiness." 

No  vicious  habits  learn  while  young  ; 

Be  studious,  neat,  and  guard  the  tongue ; 

Honor  old  age,  be  kind  to  fools — 

These  things  are  taught  by  all  the  schools, 
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"(Pages  refer  to  Advertising  Department  when  not  otherwise  designated.] 
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Agricultural  Warehouse.  Cotton  Goods  Manufacturer. 

Parker  &  Gannett,  49  North  Market'-    iStafford  &  Co.  57  "Weybosset,  Prov- 
and  46  Merchants'  Row,    opp.  Dir.  14     idence,  It.  I.  42 

Bay  Rum.  Dentists. 

Fisher  &  Fairbanks,  45  No.  Market      fene.  Daniel,  169  Tremont  52 

colored  leaf  Hist.  102  ^  hitman,  E.  F.  o£  Beacon,  last  col  d  lvs. 
Bell  Hanger.  Dogs,  Imported  and  Domestic. 

Fuller,  S.  W.  63  Devonshire,    front  cov.^alton,  G.  21  Haverhill  19 

Belt  Hooks  and  Ring  Traveler.  Doors,  Sashes,  and  Blinds. 

Butler,  Brown  &  Co.  Providence,  R.I.    gutter  &  Parker,  9  and  10  Charles- 
front  colored  leaves.!    t°™>  °PP- tltle  PaSe 
Belting.                            i              Electrotype  Foundry. 
Butler,  Brown  &  Co.  Providence,  R.  I.     Bay    State    Electrotype    Foundry, 

■o  •  i  Ti/r     v.-  •     15  Cornhill,  Historv  <8 

Brick  Machines.  I  '  * 

Engravers  and  Printers,  (Plate, -&c.) 

Forbes,  W.  II.  &  Co.  197  Devonshire 

History  opp.  100 


-Blake,  Geo.  F.  Manuf.  Co.  Cause 
way,  cor.  Friend,  (Manufactur- 
ers,) 


sec  front  cover  and  Dir.  15 


Bookbinders. 
Chick,  M.  M.  339  Washington, 
Russ,  W.  H.4  Alden, 

Brooms. 
Butler,  Brown  &  Co.,  Prov„,  R.  I. 

Brushes. 
Butler,  Brown  &  Co.,  Prov.,  R.  I. 
-  Chromos,  Pictures,  &c. 
Boston  Frame  and  Chromo  Co.  419 
"Washington, 

Coffee,  Spices,  Cream  Tartar,  &c. 
Manufacturers. 
Newhall,  H.  B.  43  Broad, 


27 


i Dearborn,  N. S.41  Winter, insd.  fr'nt  covr. 
Engravers  on  Wood. 
g0  Brown,  S.  E.  12  West,  Dir.  16 

jMcKeehnie,  F.  A.,  Dir.  224 

!Plaisted&  Farwell,  3  School, 

Historv,  opp.  102 
16 


[Russell  A.  C.  13  Pemberton  Sq.,  Dir. 
Engravings,  Pictures,  &c. 


Boston  Chromo  Co.,  419  Wash. 
Expresses. 

3°  Hatch  &  Co.'s  New  Bedford,  Boston, 
I  Providence,  &c,  34  and  35  Court 
I     square,  front  colored  leave 

16 


SQ 


BRISTOL   COUNTY   DIRECTORY. 


PAGE 

Fertilizers. 
Bradley  Fertilizer  Co.  24  Broad, 

front  cover. 
Parker  &  Gannett,  49  North  Market 
and  46  Merchants'  row,    opp.  Dir.  14. 
Fire  Apparatus. 
Blake,  Geo.  F.  Manuf.  Co.  Cause- 
way, cor.  Friend,  front  cover  and 

Dir.  15 
Fire  Brick,  Drain  Pipe,  &c. 
Portland  Stone  Ware  Co.  50  Kilby, 

opp.  title. 
Fire  Engines,  (Stationery.) 
Blake,  Geo.  F.  Manf.  Co.,  Causeway 
ceo.  Friend,       front  cover  and  Dir.  15 
Furnapes,  Stoves,  Ranges,  &c. 
Chilson,  G.  99  &  101  Blackstone, 

front  colored  leaves. 
Dighton  Furnace  Co.  98  North,  42 

Furniture,  Carpets,  Stoves,  &c, 
Flint  &  Co.  132  &  136  Broad,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.  opp.  History,    76 
Grindstones. 
Read,  Stevenson   &  Co.  office  and 

■depot, Sargent's  Wharf,         opp.  title. 
Gutters,  Conductors,  Mouldings,  &c. 
Stearns,  A.  T.  &  Son,  35  Congress 
front  col.  leaves. 

Hair  "Work  Manufacturers. 
Morey's  Hair  and  Kid  Glove  Em- 
porium, 154  Westminster,  Prov- 
idence, R.  I.  front  col.  leaves. 
Hand  Stamps. 
Boston  Hand  Stamp  Co.  235  Wash- 
ington, 

Harness  Maker. 
O'Connor,  John  T.  corner  of  South 
and  Beach, 

Hotel. 
Adams    House,    S.  H.    Wales,  jr. 
Providence,  R.  I., 

Lawyer. 
Dudley,  D.  31  Exchange, 

Life  Insurance. 
Berkshire  Life  Insurance  Co.,  Foss 
&  Hall,  agents,  223  Washington, 

outside  cover. 
Liquor  Commissioner 
Lauten,  Albert  F.  119  Broad, 

opp.  History,  102 
Lithographers. 
Forbes.W.  H.  &  Co.  197  Devonshire, 

history,  100 
Meters. 
Blake,  Geo.  F.,  Manf.  Co.,  Causeway, 
cor.  Friend,    see  front  cover  &  Dir.  15 
Musical  Instruments. 
Boston  Musical  Instrument  Manu- 
factory, 71  Sudbury, 

see  back  cover  and  50 

Music  School. 
Petersilea,  Carlyle,  281  Columbus 
avenue, 

Newspaper  Publishers. 

Globe  Publishing  Co.  238  Washing- 
ton, 


27 


56 


54 


30 


31 


56 


PACK 

Oculist  and  Aurist. 
Whitman  E.F.  5^  Beacon,  lastcol'd  Ivh- 
Painters,  Fresco,  Sign  and  Banner. 
Handcock  Z.  &  Co.  5  Trcmont,  'l'i 

Paper  Hanger. 
Starkweather,  J.  F.  3  Province,  52 

Photographists. 
Black,  J.  W.  333  Washington, 

opp.  History  21 
Partridge,  A.  C.  535  Washington,         26 

Physicians. 
Spear,  E.  D.  897  Washington,  25 

Townsend,   E.  F.   331    Weybosset, 
Providence.  R.  I.      front  col'd  leaves. 
Pork,  Lard,  Hams,  etc. 
North,    Charles  II.  &  Co.  stalls  27 
and  29  Faneuil  Hall  Market, 

inside  front  cover. 
Squire,  John  P.  23  and  25  Faneuil 
Hall  Market,  and  39  North  Mar- 
ket, 29 
Printers. 
Blair,  Alfred,  107  Devonshire, 

colored  leaf,  History  opp.  107 
Calkins,  C.  W.  &  Co.  286  Washing- 
ton, back  cover 
Clapp,  David  &  Son,  564  Washing- 
ton, 27 
Publishers. 
Dudley  D.  &  Co.  31  Exchange, 

front  colored  leaves 
Heal  Estate. 
French,  J.  &  Son,  226  Washington, 

front  cover. 

Hubber  Hand  Stamps. 

Belknap  &  Fitton,  3  School,  49 

Sail  Makers,  Tents,  Flags,  "Wagon 

Covers,  Canvas  Signs,  etc. 

Trundy  &  Co.  59  Broad, 

colored  leaf  opp.  History  102 
Seed  Store. 
Parker  &  Gannett,  49  North  Market, 
and  46  Merchants  row,     Reg.  opp.  14 
Stationary  Engines  (Fire). 
Blake,    George  F.,   Manufacturing 
Co.,  Causeway,  cor.  Friend, 

see  front  cover  and  Dir.  15 
Steam  Pumps. 
Blake,  George   F.,    Manufacturing 
Co.,  Causeway,  cor.  Friend, 

see  front  cover  and  Dir.  15 
Tags. 
Dennison  &  Co.  19  Milk,  28 

Undertakers. 
Jones,  Lewis  &  Son,  50  La  Grange, 

front  cover. 
Peak,  John  &  Son,  146  Friend,  and 
1374  Washington,  26 

Wire  Work. 
iLittlefield,  J.  W.  49  Comhill,  29 

Wire  Workers  and  Weavers. 
Greenleaf,  G.  &  Co.  90  Union,  27 

Writing  Ink. 
Maynard  &  Noyes,  75  Water,       Dir.  6 
Tower,  Charles  B.  15  Spring  lane, 

last  colored  leaves. 
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COUNTY  REGISTER. 

Judge  of  Probate  and  Insolvency.— Edmund  H.  Bennett,  Taunton 

Register  of  Probate  and  Insolvency.— \V.  E.  Fuller, 
Clerk  of  Courts.— Simeon  Borden,  ** 

Register  of  Deeds,  North  District.— Joseph  E.  Wilbar, 

"  "  South  District.— Charles  C.  C.  Saver,  New  Bedford 

County  Treasurer.— G.  F.  Pratt,  Taunton 

Overseers  of  House  of  Correction.— James  D.  Thompson,  New  Bedford 

Samuel  Watson,  " 

Sheriff. 
William  S.  Cobb,  New  Bedford 


Deputy  Sheriffs. 
Attleborough,— James  W.  Riley,  Quincy 

A.  Hooper, 
Dartmouth, — William  Barker,  jr. 
Easton,— Rufus  H.  Willis. 
Fall    River,— Franklin     Gray,    F.    H. 

Wixon,J.  G.  Bralev,  L.  L.  Buffington, 

J.  B.  Touhey,  H.  f.  Buffington. 
Freetown, — Guilford  Hathaway,  George 

D.  Williams. 
Mansfield, — James  A.  Blake. 
Norton,— George  H.  Arnold. 
New  Bedford,— Charles  D.  Burt,  John 

W.  Nickerson. 
Raynham, — S.  W.  Robinson, 
Taunton,— Isaac  G.  Carrier,  Henry  F. 

Cobb,  George  H.  Babbitt,  jr.,  Peter  C. 

Thayer,  Orrin  M.  Ingalls,  Chauncy  G. 

Washburn,  Isaac  G.  Carrier,  jr. 

Jailers. 
Isaac  G.  Carrier,  Taunton ;  Charles  D. 
Burt,  New  Bedford. 

Coroners. 

Attleborough, — John  T.  Bates,  Lvman 

M.  Stanley. 
Fall  River,— Charles  C.  Dillingham,  A 

M.  W.  White. 
Freetown, — Ebenezer  W.  Peiree. 
Raynham,— (special),  Seth  D.  Wilbur. 
Somerset, — Edmund  Buffington. 
Taunton,— P.    T.    Washburn    (special) 

George  H.  Babbitt,  jr. 

Sessions  of  Probate  Courts. 
Fall  River,— 1st  Friday  of  Jan.,  April, 

Oct..  and  2d  Friday  of  July. 
New  Bedford,  1st  Friday  of  Feb.,  Ma} 

Aug.  and  Nov. 
Taunton,  1st  Friday  of  March,  June, 

Sept.  and  Dec. 

County  Commissioners. 
Elisha  Thornton,  jr.,  New  Bed 
ford,  term  expires  1876 ;  Guilford  H. 
Hathawav,  Fall  River,  term  expires 
1877. 
Special  Commissioners,  —  Daniel  J 
Lewis,  Fairhaven,  term  expires  Dec. 
1876. 


Times  of  Meeting,--At  Taunton,  on  the 
4th  Tuesdays  in  March  and  Sept. 

Master  in  Chancery. 
EI.  K.  Bralcy,  Fall  River. 

Public  Administrators. 
Freetown,— Ebenezer  W.  Peiree. 
New    Bedford.— Charles     T.     Bonney, 

William  W.  Crapo. 
Taunton,— Henry  J.  Fuller. 

Commissioners  of  Wrecks. 
New  Bedford,— Job  Almy. 
Westport, — Abraham     Dyer,     Edward 
Akin. 

Commissioners  of  Insolvency. 

Mansfield,— E.  Malthy  Reed. 
New  Bedford, — Charles  T.  Bonney. 
Taunton,— George  Edgar  Williams. 

Inspector  of   Firearms  manufactu'd 

in  the  County. 
Freetown,— Ebenezer  W.  Peiree. 


Commissioners  to  Qualify  Civil 
Officers. 

Easton  (North), — Anson  Gilmore. 

Easton  (South),— Seba  Howard. 

Fall  River,— Josiah  C.  Blaisdell,  Simeon 

Borden,  John  S.  Brayton,  Benjamin 

Earl. 
Freetown,— Ebenezer  AY.  Peiree. 
New  Bedford, — Thomas  M.  James,Wm. 

H.  Taylor,  John  T.  Tillinghast,  Jos. 

S.  Tillinghast. 
Taunton,— George  H.  Babbitt,  Samuel 

L.  Crocker,  Joseph  Wilbar,  George  M. 

Woodward,  Thomas  J.  Lothrop. 
Trial  Justices. 
Easton,— Albert  A.  Rotch. 
Freetown,— Ebenezer  W.  Peiree. 
Mansfield,— Erastus  M.  Reed. 
Seekonk,— Yiall  Medbery. 
Somerset, — Jonathan  B.  Slade. 
Swansea  (North),— Mason  Barney,  jr. 
Westport,— George  H.  Ginord. 

Notaries  Public. 

Attleborough,  —  John  Daggett,  Lyman 
W.  Dean.  North  Attleborough,  — 
Simeon  Bowen,  Thos.  G.  Sandland. 

Easton,  (North),  —  Joseph  Barrows, 
Geo.  W.  Kennedy,  John  H.  Swain. 
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Fairhaven,— Chas.  Drew.  . 

Fall  River,— A.  J.  Jennings,   M.   G.   13.! 

Swift,  Wm.  G.  Bennett,    Josiah   C. 

Blaisdell,   Simeon  Borden,    John   S. 

Brayton,  C.  It.  Longley,   Samuel  M. 

Brown,    Benjamin  "Earl,   Henry   H.I 

Earl,  Morton  EdtlV,  Benj.  K.  Lovatt.j 

Eliab  Williams,  Benj.  F.Winslow. 
Freetown,— Ebenezer  W.  Pieree. 
New  Bedford,— Chas.  T.  Bonney,  Alan-I 

son  Borden,  Jas.  M.  Bunker,  Samuel! 


P.  Burt,  Chas.  W.  Clifford,  S.  H. 
Cook,  Wm.  W.  Crapo,  Francis  ]'/ 
Greene,  Geo.  C.  Hatch,  Elishu  C.  Leon- 
ard, Geo.  It.  Long,  George  Bfareton, 

Francis  L.  Porter,  Geo.  H.  Palmer, 
Albert  R.  Paulding,  Isaiah  C.  Ray, 
Thomas  M.  Stetson,  James  Taylor, 
Wm.  II  Taylor,  Frederick  A.  Wash- 
burn, Wm.  II.  Watkins. 
Taunton,—  W.  II.  Fox,  Wm.  E.  Fuller, 
Chas.  A.  Reed,  Geo.  M.  Woodward. 


REGISTER  OF  CITIES  AND  TOWNS  IN  BRISTOL 

COUNTY. 


ACUSHNET. 
Town  Officers, — Selectmen,  Assessors, 

and  Overseers  of  the  Poor, — Pardon 

Taber,  J.  Walter  Spooner,  and  Joshua 

Morse. 
Toicn  Clerk,  Treasurer,  and  Collector  of 

Taxes, — George  P.  Morse. 
School  Committee,— -Edward  R.  Ashley, 

George  P.  Morse,  Burrage  J.  Warner. 
Schools, — One  graded  and  rive  mixed. 
Teachers, — Caleb  Slade,  (master) ;  Chas. 

L.  Russell,   Sarah  L.  Snow,  Ann  H. 

Snow  and   Clara  T.  Wing ;  Mrs.  May 

Howard,  Primary  School. 
Justices  of  the  Peace, — Benjamin  White, 

Cyrus  E.  Clark. 
Post  Masters,— Richard  Davis,  Jr.,  Cy- 
rus E  Clark. 


BERKLEY. 

Selectmen  and  Over seers  of  Poor, — Wm- 
Babbitt,  chairman,  Peter  L.  Chase, 
Isaac  Babbitt. 

Assessors, — Enoch  Boyce,  Thomas  C. 
Dean,  Noah  H.  Strange. 

School  Committee,  —  Samuel  Fairley, 
Joseph  R.  Elsbrec,  Herbert  A.  Dean. 

Congregational  Church. — Samuel  Fair- 
ley,  clergyman;  Thomas  C.  Dean, 
deacon ;  Isaac  Babbitt,  deacon ;  Cyrus 
Hathaway,  Treasurer. 

Methodist,— Charles  H.  Ewer,  clergy- 
man; Philip  H.  Fletcher,  class  lead- 
er and  treasurer. 

DARTMOUTH. 

Towx  Officers,— Totcn  Clerk,  Treas- 
urer, and  Collectar  of  Taxes, — G.  F. 
Howland. 

Selectmen,— B.  F.  WTing,  I.  P.  Wilbur, 
P.  Barker. 

School  Committee, — A.  D.  Faunce,  H. 
M.  Walker,  E.  L.  Faunce. 

DIGHTON. 

-George  A.  Shove. 

Ira  I. 


ATTEEBORORGH. 

Totcn  Clerk, — J.  B.  Savery. 

Select  Men,— G.  M.  Horton.  D.  S.  Hall 

H.  C.  Read. 
Totcn  Treasurer, — George  Price. 
School  Committee, — Rev.  J.  D.  PierceJ 

Geo.  Adams,  S.  P.  Lathrop.  tw»  ri^-i- 

€X^Sfm^mctr^  w'  &M-B2E Wis    A.    Horr, 
SKP6  3?  w   wT;/,v,TR,0};      Briggs,  Earl  S.  Ashlev. 

w    a  'm.tVJS    e  ! &  f'J?u  5r°H    Hathaway,  George  E.  Goodin-. 

X,t£ ™t K AT?i  Chattert0n>  Treasurer  and  Collector, -Noar  Chace. 

Otis  W  dhamsRS    Tucker.  ,s  ,     ,  Committee,-C.  W.   Turner,  Dr. 

Societies,— 2  Posts  G.  A.  R.,  2  Masonic,     pwipc  Talbot 

2  Odd  Fellows,  1  Knights  of  Pythias  I    Uiailes  ldlb°t:  om^T 
"    2  Temples  of  Honor,  2  Literary,   1  Y.I  EASTON. 

M.  C.  A  ITown    Officers    for     1875 ;  —  Town 

Churches— 3 T.  G.  Cons.,  3  Methodists,!     Clerk,  Collector  and  Treasurer,— Rev. 

1  Baptist,  2  Universalists,  3  Catholics,!    Geo.  G.  Withington. 

1  P.  Episcopal,  1  F.  Evangelical,  I  Af.\Selectmen,    Assessors,    and    Oversers  of 

rican,  U.  M.  |    the  Poor, — J.   A.  Pratt,  Hiram  Wil- 

Clergymen  —  John    Whitehill,  (1st  Con.)!    bams,  and  Wm.  C.  Howard. 

Samuel  Bell,  (2d  Con.),   F.   E.  Mars-  Road  Commissioners,—  'Emery  Goward, 
.   ton,   (C.  Con.),  J.  C.  Gowan,  (M.  E.),1     Fred  L.  Ames,  and  Eugene  Lothrop. 

J.  Q.  Adams,  (M.  E.),  J.   W.   Mvers, Constables,— P.  Wm.  Fecto. 

(U.  A.  M.),J.  B.  Pierce,(Universalist),l  FAIRHAVEN. 

H.  Canfield,  (F.  Evan.),  J.  S.  Beers,.ToAVN  Officers ;— Town  Clerk,   Treas- 

(P.  E.),  E.  Mungan,  (R.  C.)  |    Urer,  and  Collector  —  Tucker  Damon  Jr. 

Circulating  Libraries  - ■  Mrs.  Capron's,Seiectmenand  Overseers  of  the   Poor,- 

Mr.  Waldop  s,  Mr.  Fisher  s,  (East  At-      Geo.  H.  Taber,  chairman,  Daniel  J. 

tie.),  Jones  dry  goods  store,(N.  Attic)  I    Lewis  and  W.  J.  Lawton. 
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School  Committee,  —  Isaac  Fairchild, 
chairman  ;  Chas.  II.  Morton,  secre- 
tary ;  Isaac  Teny,  Scth  II.  Keith,  Win. 
P.  Sailings. 

Constables, — Thomas  Butinan  and  James 
M.  Allen. 

FALL    RIVER. 
City    Government,  —  Mayor,  —  J.  F. 

Davenport. 
Aldermen. — Wd.  1,  Patrick  R.  Sullivan ; 

Wd.  2,  Edward  Barrett;  Wd.  3,  John 

A.  McFarlane ;  Wd.  4,  Dan'l  R.  Sulli- 
van ;  Wd.  5,  Bradford  D.  Davol ;  Wd. 
6,  Holder  B.  Durfee. 

Councilmen, — Wd.  1,  John  T.  Crowley, 
John  F.  Shay,  Joseph  Waters ;  Wd. 
2,  Philip  Regan,  Marcus  Leonard, 
Edw.  McDonald  ;  Wd.  3,  Henry  Bag- 
shaw,  Quinlan  Leary,  Robert  Lewis; 
Wd.  4,  Henry  Norsworthy,  George  N. 
Bowen,  Andrew  McDermott ;  Wd.  o, 
Wm.  R.  Dunham,  Geo.  H.  Eddy.Wm. 
S.  Greene;  Wd.  G,  John  B.  McCann, 
C.  V.  S.  Remington,  Charles  L.  Rip- 
ley. 

FREETOWN. 

Postmasteis, — D.  L.  Johnson,  (Freetown) 
Reuel  Washburn,  (East  Freetown.) 

Public  Halls, —  Peirce's  Hall,  Assonet 
Village,  Freetown;  Washburn's  Hall 
East  Freetown. 

Officers  of  1st   Christian  Society, — Geo 

B.  Cudworth,  clerk;  David  Terry 
treasurer;  and  Benj.  F.  Aiken,  supt 
Sabbath  school. 

Town  Officers  ; — Selectmen,— Geo.  W. 
Hall,  Cornelius  Chace  and  M.  S.  Ter- 
ry. 

Assessors,— Geo.  W.  Hall,  M.  S.  Terry, 
and  J.  R.  Gurney. 

School  Committee,— John  Pickens,  H 
E.  Tinkham,  and  H.  Winslow. 

Town  Clerk, — H.  A.  Francis. 

Treasurer  and  Collector, — George  Cud- 
worth. 

Assistant  P.  M  —  Thomas  G.  Nichols. 

MANSFIELD. 

Town  Officers  ;  —  Town  Clerk  and 
Treasurer,— Alfred  V.  Rogerson. 

Selectmen,  Assessors,  and  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,— Seth  C.  Shepard,  Albert 
Perry,  Alfred  B.  Day. 

School  Committee, — Foster  Bryant,  Ab- 
ner  F.  Middleton,  Walter  A." Crowley, 
supt.  of  schools. 

Societies,— 1st  Cong.  (Unitarian)  Centre  ; 
Friends,  W.  Mansfield;  Episcopal, 
(Methodist,)  E.  Mans.;  Christian,  W. 
Mans.;  Baptist,  Centre;  2d  Cong,  (Or- 
thodox,) Centre;  Catholic,  Centre; 
Emanuel,  (M.  E.)  Centre;  New  Jeru- 
salem, Centre. 


NEW  BEDFORD. 

City  Government,  187o,  —  Mayor,— 
Abraham  II.  Howland,  Jr.,  office,  No. 
1  Library  Building. 
Udermen, — Ward  1,  William  J.  Norton  ; 
Ward  2,  Wm.  T.  Soule;  Ward  3,  J. 
Augustus  Brownell;  Ward  4,  James 
D.  Thompson;  Ward. 5,  John  B.  Bay- 
lies; Ward  6,  George  R.  Stet.-on. 

Common  Council, — Edwin  Dewes,  pres- 
ident. Ward  1,  *  James  C.  Hitch, 
Haile  R.  Luther,  George  H.  Free- 
man, James  A.  Gilford;  Ward  2, 
Rufus  a.  Soule,  Wm.  H.  Pitman, 
Freeman  R.  Hathaway,  William  T. 
Hawes ;  Ward  3,  Augustus  Swift, 
John  H.  Rounds,  Henrv  W.  BriggB, 
ChasW.   Coggeshall;  Ward  4,   Wm. 

A.  Beard,  Stephen  W.  Hayes,  Joseph 
G.  Dean,  John  H.  J.  Doanc ;  Ward  o, 
Edwin  Dews,  Jonathan  Howland,  Jr. 
Henry  Holcomb,  Antone  L.  Svlvia; 
Ward  6,  William  J.  Bowen,  John  P. 
Taylor,  George,  Nelson,  Leander  A. 
Williston. 

♦Declines  to  accept  the  office. 

City  Clerk,— Henry  T.  Leonard,   office, 

No.  5  Library  Building. 
Treasurer  and  Collector  of  Taxes, — Jas. 

B.  Congdon,  office  No.  2  Library  Bldg. 
Auditor,  —  Hiram   Webb,    office  No.  3 

Library  Building. 

Clerk  of  the  Common  Council, — William 
A.  Church. 

City  Messenger,— William  H.  Watkins. 

School  Committee,  1875.— Abraham  H. 
Howland,  jr.,  Mayor,  ex-ojficio,  chair- 
man ;  Henry  F.  Harrington,  sec. ; 
Edwin  Dews,  President  of  Common 
Council,  ex-offiicio;  Ward  1,  George 
W.  Chace,  Alanson  Borden,  H.  F. 
Thomas;  Ward  2,  Beniamin  S.Batch- 
ellor,  I.  S.  Cornish,  C.R.Price;  Ward 
3,  Cyrenius  W.  Haskins,  John  Spare, 
I.  W.  Benjamin ;  Ward  4,  Charles  D. 
Prescott,  H.  M.  Knowlton,  G.  H.  Dun- 
bar; Ward  5,  Charles  T.  Bonney,  Ed- 
mund Rodman,  J.  L.  Sherman  ;  Ward 
6,  B.    Otheman,  jr.,  Isaac   H.    Coe, 

C.  H.  San  ford. 
Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,— Hen- 
ry   F.    Harrington,  office,  City  Hall 
Basement.    Office  hours,  S.^  to  9  a.  m., 
124,  to  1  p.  m.,  Saturdays,  94  to  10  a.  m. 

Assessors,— David  B.  Wilcox,  chairman, 
William  Tallman,  Silas  Allen,  office, 
No.  4  Library  Building.  Assistant 
Assessors:  Ward  1,  Jones  Robinson ; 
Ward  2,  John  Brown ;  Ward  3,  Amasa 
Bullard;  Ward  4,  Francis  S.  Tucker; 
Ward  o,  *  Andrew  Haskell ;  Ward  6, 
Charles  H.  Howland. 

•Deceased. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor,— Office  in  City 
Hall  Building.    His  Honor,  Abraham 
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H.  Howland,  jr.,    Mayor,    er-officio,\  RAYKHAM. 

chairman.  Pclog  S.  Macy,    secretary.  Town    Officers ;  —  Town  Clerk    and 
Wardl,  David  A.  Snell ;  Ward  2,  Hun-;     Treasurer,— Joseph  W.  White,  <ll.) 
ry  K.Wilcox;  Ward  3,  Jul)  B.  8hev-\8elcctmen,— Elmer  Lincoln,  (RV),  Enoch 

man;    Ward  4,   Aimer    It.    Tucker;;    Robinson,  (E.  T.j,  Samuel  W.  Robin- 


Ward  5,  Peleg  S.  Macy ;  Ward    6,  Si- 
mon S.  Pollock. 

Wardens, — Ward  1,  Benjamin  H.  Ar- 
nold; Ward  2,  Robert  S.  LaM'ton ; 
Ward  3,  Henry  B.  Almy ;  Ward  4, 
Wm.  Sanders;  Ward  5,  David  B. 
Kempton  ;  Ward  6,  Peter  Gartland. 

Ward  Clerks,— Ward  1,  Ira  S.  Negus; 
Ward  2,  John  L.  Gibbs,  2d;  Ward  3, 
Augustus  G.  Moulton;  Ward  4,  Philip 
D.Slocam;  Ward  5,  George  W.  Par- 
ker; Ward  6,  Peleg  Pease. 

Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department — 
Otrice  in  City*  Hall  Building,  Moses 
H.  Bliss.  Assistant  Engineers, — 
1st  Asst.  Alfred  M.  Chapman;  2d 
Asst.  Freeman  C.  Luce;  3d  Asst.  Lor- 
ing  T.Parlow;  4th  Asst.  John  H.  Jud- 
son.  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Engineers, 
— George  H.  Bliss. 

Trustees  of  Free  Public  Library, — Office 
of  Free  Public  Library.  His  Honor, 
Abraham  H.  Howland,  jr.,  Mayor, 
ex-officio,  President :  Edwin  Dews, 
President  of  the  Common  Council, 
ex-officio,  John  B.  Baylies,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction, 
ex-officio  \  Warren  Ladd,  for  one  year; 
Benjamin  F.  H.  Reed,  for  one  year; 
S.  Griffitts  Morgan,  for  two  years ; 
Thomas  H.  Knowles,  for  two  years ; 
George  Howland,  jr.,  for  three  years  ; 
George  H.  Dunbar,  for  three  years;;' 

City  Marshal, — John  W.  Nickerson,| 
Office,  Central  Police  Station,  South 
Second  Street.  Assistant  Marshals, — 
Luther  M.Dayton,  John  Corey,  Henry 
W.  Bumpus,  Henry  C.  Hathaway, 
Wm.  J.  Norton,  jr.,  Patrick  Cannavan. 

Constables, — City  Marshal  and  Assist- 
ants as  above. 

Officers  who  have  care  of  Neglected 
Children, — Isaac  H.  Coe  and  "Henry 
F.  Harrington,  Supt.  of  Pub.  Schools. 

Truant  Officers, — Isaac  H.  Coe,  Luther 
M.  Dayton. 

Keeper  of  the  Lock-up, — John  W.  Nick- 
erson. 

NORTON. 

Clergymen, — Seth  O.  Beach. 

School  Committee, — Alfred  Barker,  Grin 
C.  Walker,  Augustus  Lane,  Win.  W. 
Smith,  L.  E.  White.  Geo.  E.  Make- 
peace, Joseph  Copeland,  J.  M.  Field. 

Selectmen,  Assessors,  and  Overseers  of  the 
Poor, —  George.  R.  Perry,  Joseph 
Copeland,  George  B.  Crane. 

Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer.  —  Austin 
Messenger. 


son,  (N.R.) 
School  Committee,— -Nathan  W.  Shaw, 

(N.  R.),  Asa  Mann,  (R.),  J.  M.   Man- 
ning, (R.) 
Supt.    of  Schools,— Nathan  W.   Shaw, 

(N.R.) 
Assessors,—  Nathan  W.  Shaw,  (N.  R.), 

S.  W.  Gushee,  (It.),  B.  B.  King,  (R.) 
Collector— G.  H.  Lincoln,  (N.  R.) 
Constables, — H.  W.  Crane,  (R.)  George 

W.  Gilmorc,  (N.  R.),  II.  H.  Robinson, 

(E.T.) 
Auctioneer,— -Seth  D.  Wilbor,  (N.  R.) 
Butchers, — P.  R.  Simmons  &  Brother, 

(N.  It.),  A.  I.  Simmons,  (N.  R.) 
Blacksmiths, — G.   H.  Lincoln,   (N.  R.) 

S.    Makepeace,   (N.   R.),   Zebina    K. 

Leonard,   (R.),   Nathaniel   Dean,   2d, 

(N.  R.),  Benj.  0.  Pettee,  (R.) 
Clergymen, — Enoch   Sanford,  [retired], 

(R.),  F.  H.Bovnton,    [Con.],  (R.),   C. 

A.  G.  Thurston,  [Con.],  (N.  R.),  W. 
F.  Steel,  [M.  E.],  (R.) 

Country  Stores— B.  H.  &  C.  D.  Lincoln, 
( box  3,  Taunton,)  S.  W.  Rob- 
inson, (N.  R.),  E.  Lincoln,  (R.),  J.  T. 
Field,  (R.),  C.   G.  Washburn,  (E.T.) 

Carpenters,— Wm.  F.  Wilber,  (R.),  Ed. 

B.  King,  (R.),  Wm.  Wentworth,  (R.) 
Masons, — Cyrus  Leonard,  1st,  [R.] 
Carriage  Mann  factory, — Geo.   H.  Lin- 
coln,'^. R.],'S.  Makepeace. 

Shoe  Manufacturers, — W.  O.  Snow,  [R.] 
D.  D.  White,  [R.],  Johnson,  Kelly  & 
Co.  [N.  R.] 

Grist  Mills,— M.  G.  Williams,  [R.] 

Lumber  Mills— O.  S.  Wilbur,  CM,  Mel- 
vin  Wilbur,  [R.],  James  R.  Tracy, 
[R.],  Martin  G.  Williams,  [R.] 

Nail  Mills, — Leeds,  Robinson  & 
[R.],  George  W.  King,  [R.~ 
Co- 


Co., 
Old 


>lonv,  [E.  T.] 
Tack  Mills,— L.  A.  Rounds,  [R.] 
Anchor  Forger. — Theo.  Dean,  [T.] 

KEHOBOTH. 
Town  Clerk,— William  H.  Luther. 
Selectmen, — John    M.    Davis,    Elisha 

Davis,  Hale  S.  Luther. 
Collector  and  Treas.—B.  C.  Carpenter. 
Constable,— George  L.  Goff. 
School   Committee,  William    A.  Wing, 

Isaac  Perry,  William  L.  Pierce. 
Postmasters. — John    C.   Marvel,    Reho- 

both,  Frank  Stevens,  North  Rehoboth. 
SEEKONK. 
Blacksmith, — L.  W.  Bonnie. 
Post  Offices, —2.  Seekonkand  South  See- 

Konk;  Postmasters,  A.  N.   Medbery, 

and  Nathan  Munroe. 
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Selectmen,  Assessors,  and  Overseers  of 
the  Poor, — Joseph  Brown,  Jonathan 
Chaffee,  A.  N.  Medbery. 

Toxon  Clerk,— Jonathan  Chaffee. 

Toicn  Treasurer, — Henry  It.  Prentice. 

Collector  of  Taxes, — Simeon  M.  Nash. 

School  Committee,  Joseph  Brown,  A.  N. 
Medbery,  John  J.  Hall. 

Surveyors  of  Highways, — Charles  W. 
Anthony,' John  Humphrey,  Seth  B. 
Miller,  Calvin  J.  Peck,  Joshua  Day, 
John  M.  Burgess.  Amos  B.  Lane,  Sol- 
omon Stone. 

Auctioneers, —  V.  Medbery  and  Sam- 
uel Short. 

Trial  Justice, — V.  Medbery. 

Wheehcrights, — M.  C.  Winn  and  Peleg 
Headley .  Country  Stores  and  Grocers, 
A.  N.  Medbery  and  S.  O.  Case. 

SOMERSET. 

Town  Officers  ;  —  Town  Clerk  and 
Treasurer, — C.  R.  Field. 

Collector  of  Taxes,— J.  G.  Tinkham. 

Selectmen  and  Assessors, — John  Cleve- 
land, H.  N.  Eddy,  A.  Pratt. 

School  Committee— F.  A.  Shurtleff.   H. 

,  M.  Eddy,  Elisha  Slade,  George  Dun- 
ham, D.  R.  Purinton,  Perry  Slade,  N. 
R.  Sherman,  R.  Bufhnton. 

Churches,— I  Baptist,  Rev.  Butler;  1 
Con.,  Rev.  Dean;  M.  E.  Rev.  S.  M. 
Beai ;  1  Christian,  Rev.  C.  A.  Tilling- 
hast. 

Societies,— Pioneer  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M. 
J.  G.  Tinkham,  W.  M.;  D.  Marbles, 
S.  W.;  P.  Smith,  J.  W.;  T.  A.  Mar- 
ble, Treas. ;  E.  A.  Davis,  Sec.  Regu- 
lar meetings,  Monday  before  full 
moon  of  each  month. 

SWANSEA. 

Town    Officers,  —  Town     Clerk 
Treasurer, — J.  G.  Luther. 

Collector  of  Taxes. — A.  P.  Lawton. 

Selectmen,  Assessors,  and  Overseers  of 
the  Poor, — James  H.  Mason,  Gilbert 
R.  Watson,  Nathan  M.  Wood. 

Constables, — A.  P.  Lawton,  Elijah  P. 
Chace,  Albert  E.  Allen. 

Society,  —  "Swansey  Agricultural  Li- 
brary Association^"  Meetings  Monday 
Evenings  at  their  Hall  at  Luthers' 
Comer, 

Country  Stores, — Wm.  P.  Mann,  Dan- 
iel Mason,  J.  G.  Luther,  Henry  O. 
Wood,  Seth  W.  Eddy,  Joseph  F. 
Chace,  Elijah  P.  Chace,  Geo.E.  Esta- 
brooks. 

Harness  Maker, — Alpheus  H.  Wood. 

Blacksmiths, — Geo.  O.  Buffinton,  Isaiah 
Pierce,  Wm.  H.  Cowing.  Fish  Oil 
and  Guano  Works; — Job  T.  Wilson. 
Bleachery  and  Dye  Works, — Hamlet 
Hackers. 


TAUNTON. 
C  ity   G  ov  e  RH  m  kn  t  ;— Mayor,  —  G  eorge 

H.  Babbitt. 
Aldermen, — Wd.  1,  Henry  S.  Harris ; 
Wd.  2,  Wm.  L.Walker;  Wd.  3,  Onias 
8.  Paige  ;  Wd.  4,  Nathan  S.  Williams  ; 
Wd.  5,  John  W.  Hart;  Wd.  G,  Alfred 
Paull :  Wd.  7,  Abel '  W.  Parker ;  Wd. 
8,  Ruel  Harvey. 
Common  Councilmen, — President,  Jas. 
II.  Dean;  Wd.  1.  Otis  Washburn, 
Shubael  P.  Bliss,  William  B.  Murphy  ; 
Wd.  2,  John  E.  Browne,  Charles  E. 
Richmond.  Everett  D.  Godfrey  ;  Wd. 
3,  Asaph,  L.  Bliss,  James  M'cCarty, 
Thos.  0.  Falvey;  Wd.4,  Timothy  C. 
Baker,  James  H.  Dean,  Samuel  R. 
Townsend,  Wd.  5,  Charles  F.  Paull, 
Alex.  H.  Williams,  George  P.  King; 
Wd.  6,  James  P.  Galligan,  Charles  P. 
White,  Fred  Hathaway  ;  Wd.  7,  Hen- 
ry S.  Culver,  Zephaniah  Hodges,  Ja- 
son Morse:  Wd.  8,  Thomas  Leach, 
Wilbur  F.  Allen,  Chas.  E.  Dean. 
City  Clerk, — James  M.  Cushman. 
City   Treasurer  and    Collector, — George 

A.  Washburn. 
Clerk  of   Common   Council, — James  R. 

Husband. 
Assessors, — James  M.  Cushman,   Henrv 

N.  Harvey,  Henry  S.  Hart. 
Supt.  of  Streets, — Abram  Briggs. 
City  Marshal, — Orrin  M.  Ingalls. 
Supt.  of  Schools,— W.  W.  Waterman. 
City  Solicitor, — George  E.  Williams. 
City  PJtysician, — A.  S.  Dean. 
Engineers  of  Fire  Department, — Edward 
Mott,  chief ;  Henry  A.  Thayer,  Benj. 
H.  Baker,   George  E.  Dean,  Ira  Bos- 
worth. 
Supt.   Fire    Alarm     Telegraph, — Abner 

Coleman. 
Joint  Standing  Committee, — On  Finance, 
The  Mayor  and  Alderman  Harris,  the 
President  of  the  Common  Council, 
and  Councilmen  Murphy,  Townsend, 
Hathaway,  and  Richmond :  On  Ac- 
counts, Aldermen  Harris  and  Paull, 
and  Councilmen  Townsend,  Wash- 
burn, and  Godfrey :  On  Public  Prop- 
erty, Aldermen  Williams  and  Walker, 
and  Councilmen  Williams,  Allen,  and 
Falvey:  On  Highways,  The  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  Williams  and  Hart, 
and  Councilmen  Richmond,  Morse, 
Bliss  of  Ward  3.  Dean  of  Ward  S,  and 
Bliss  of  Ward  1 :  On  Printin.%  Alder- 
man Paige,  and  Councilmen  Wrhite 
and  McCarty  :  On  Public  Instruction, 
The  Mayor  and  Aldermen  Harvey  and 
Paige,  and  Councilmen  Leach,  King, 
andT  McCarty:  On  Military  Affairs, 
Aldermen  Walker  and  Parker,  and 
Councilmen  Washburn,  Bliss  of  Ward 
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3,  and  Baker:  On  Claims,  The  Mayor]  Board  of  School  Committee,— George  H. 


Babbitt,  ex-ojficio;  James  H.  Dean, 
ex-officio;  For  one  year,  Edmund  H. 
Bennett,  William  E.  Fuller,  Charles 
F.  Johnson ;  For  two  years,  Joseph 
Dean,  Henry  M.  Dexter,  Charles 
Young;  For'three  years,  Thomas  J. 
Lothrop,  Stephen  M.  Newman,  Joseph 
H.  Philbrick. 

WESTPORT. 


and  Alderman  Harvey,  and   Council-! 

men  Murphy,  Browne  and  Culver:  Om 

Ordinances.  The  Mayor  and  Alderman: 

Paige,   and    Councilmen    Hathaway,) 

Falvey,    and    Pan  11 :    On    Board    of 

Health,   Aldermen  Paige   and  Paul!, 

and  Councilmen   Wiiliams,   Galligan, 

and  Allen :  On  Fire  Department,  Al- 
dermen Harris  and  Parker,  and  Conn-! 

cilmen  Baker,  Hodges  and  Leach  :  Ontfown  Clerk,— John  A.  Macomber,  2d. 

Fisheries,  Alderman  Hart  and  Council-  [Selectmen  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor,— J. 

men  Dean  of  Ward  S,  and  King.  I    c.   Little,  E.  P.    Lawton,    Peter  C. 

Board  of  Aldermen    Committees,  —  On|     White. 

Police  and  Licenses,  The  Mayor,  and:  Treasurer  and   Collector,—  Isaac    How- 

Aldernien   Harris    and    Harvey :    Onj     land. 

Poor  and  Almshouse,  The  Mayor  and' Assessors,  —  David  Lawton,   John  W. 

Aldermen  Williams  and  Parker:  On|    Howland,  Christopher  Borden. 

Sidewalks,  The  Mayor  and  Aldermen] Justices  of  the  Peace,— G.   H.   Gilford, 

Hart  and   Williams  :  On  Enrollment,!    Isaac  Howland,  Charles  Fisher. 

Aldermen  Paull,  Walker  and  Harvey. Ic&nstdble,— James  H.  Allen. 
Common  Council  Committees,— On  Blee-School  Committee, — Charles  F.  Sherman 

tions,  Councilmen  Hodges,  Paull,  and  j    Charles  Fisher,  John  A.  Macomber,  2d 

Bliss  of  Ward  1 :  On  Bills  in  Second  Postmasters,— J.   C.  Macomber,   C.   H. 

Reading,  Councilmen  Browne,  Galli-;    Macomber,  (No.  Westport,)    A.    H. 

gan  and  Culver:  On  Enrolled  Bills,,    Cory,  (Westport  .Point,)  B.  T.  Shaw 

Councilmen    Godfrey,     Morse,     andj    (Central  Village,)  Robert  Cornell,  (So. 

White.  Westport.) 


More  than  7000  in  Use. 


BLAKE'S  miEll 


AhtiS 


Warranted  for  every  Possible  duty. 

GEORGE  F.  SURE  IIUF&CIUHG  CO., 

BOSTON,  NEW  YORK,  AND  CHICAGO. 


Send    for    Illustrated    Circular 
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A.  C:  RUSSELL, 

HAVER  ON   WOOD 

NO.   13    PERflBERTON   SQUARE, 

BOSTON. 

S.  E.  BROWN, 


II  01 


DESIGNING  AND  LITHOGRAPHY, 
No.  12  ¥/EST  ST.,  BOSTON. 

Wich  increased  facilities  for  Engraving  of  every  description,  would  respect- 
fully solicit  a  share  of  your  patronage.  All  work  warranted  to  give  satis- 
faction, prices  will  in  all  cases  be  uniform  and  moderate. 

Original    Designs, 

And  Drawing   of  every   description   on   "Wood,   or   Stone.    Catalogues 

Illustrated  at  short  notice.     Machinery,  Buildings,  Labels, 

Monograms,  Coats  of  Arms,  Views,  Portraits, 

&c,  &c,  &c. 

All  kinds  of  Machinery   accurately  drawn  or  Photo- 
graphed. 

All  orders  by  Express  or  Mail,  will  meet  with  prompt  attention. 

Dr.  W.  A.  McDOHALD, 
Physician  &  Surgeon, 

8    BANK    STREET, 

FALL  RIVER,  MASS. 


ACUSHNET. 


Acdshnet  is  alphabetically  the  first,  and  chronologically  the 
last  town  in  the  county ;  the  tract  of  land  of  which  it  is  composed 
having  until  a  recent  date  formed  parts  of  other  towns. 

The  greater  part  of  the  township  of  Acushnet  from  Feb.  22, 1812 
to  Feb.  13,  1860,  was  a  part  of  Fair  Haven,  and  from  Feb.  22,  1787 
to  Feb.  22,  1812,  was  a  part  of  New  Bedford.    From  June  8,  1664 
to  Feb.  22,  1787,  nearly  all  of  Acushnet  (that  now  is)  was  a  part  of 
\  Dartmouth.    A  small  portion  of  Acushnet  once  formed  a  part  of 

Kochester,  but  this  was  set  off  and  annexed  to  Fairhaven  a  few 
years  immediately  preceding  the  date  at  which  part  of  Fairhaven 
was  set  off  and  incorporated  as  a  new  and  distinct  town  under  the 
name  of  Acushnet. 

,  Acushnet  is  bounded  northerly  by  the  towns  of  Freetown  and 

k  Rochester,  easterly  by  Rochester,  southerly  by  Fairhaven,   and 

westerly  by  the  city  of  New  Bedford. 

Acushnet,  when  forming  a  part  of  the  township  of  Dartmouth 

t  was  the  home  of  that  distinguished  revolutionary  patriot,  Hon. 

Walter  Spooner,  who  was  born  in  or  about  1721,  being  a  son  of 

Samuel  Spooner  and  grandson  of  William  Spooner. 

Hon.  Walter  Spooner  was  three  times  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Allathea,  a  daughter  of  Noah  Hammond.  She  bore  six 
children.  The  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Mary  Peck,  and  the  third, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Davis. 

In  1759  Hon.  Walter  Spooner  was  elected  a  selectman  of  Dart- 
mouth, a  position  to  which  he  was  many  times  re-elected,  and 
deemed  by  his  townsmen  to  have  performed  the  duties  of  that 
office  well. 

In  1761  Dartmouth  sent  him  as  a  representative  to  the  General 
Court,  in  which  place  he  gave  such  eminent  satisfaction  to  his  con- 
stituents that  they  conferred  upon  him  that  trust  9  years.  In  1769 
he  was  advanced  to  the  honorable  station  of  counsellor  to  his  ex- 
cellency, the  governor  of  Massachusetts,  and  by  repeated  elections 
he  was  kept  in  that  office  seventeen  years.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  convention  that  framed  the  State  Constitution.  Appointed 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  1781,  and  elected  a 
delegate  to  the  convention  that  ratified  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States ;  one  of  the  electors  of  president  Washington  on 
both  occasions  of  his  being  chosen  to  the  presidency  of  the  United 
States. 
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In  1791  Hon.  "Walter  Spooncr  was  chairman  of  Massachusetts 
commissioners  to  settle  and  adjust  the  boundary  line  between 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  and  also,  for  a  time,  chairman  of 
the  board  of  overseers  to  the  Marshpce  Indians.  Hon.  Walter 
Spooner  died  Oct.  26,  1803,  aged  about  81  years. 

In  an  ancient  cemeteiy  at  the  "Long  Plain,"  so  called,  may  be 
found  tomb-stones  bearing  the  following  inscriptions : 

"Hon'ble  Walter  Spooner,  Esq.,  died  Oct.  26,  1803,  in  his  81 
year." 

"Allathea,  wife  of  Walter  Spooner,  Esq.,  died  May  12,  1789,  in 
her  64th  year." 

"Mary,  second  wife  of  Hon'ble  Walter  Spooner,  Esq.,  died  Jan. 
30,  1796,  in  her  56th  year." 

Seth  Spooner,  a  son  of  Hon.  Walter  Spooner,  was  also  a  distin- 
guished man  and  formerly  a  resident  of  what  is  now  Acushnet, 
while  that  town  was  a  part  of  New  Bedford.  Seth  Spooner.  Esq., 
represented  New  Bedford,  then  a  town,  eleven  years  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  was  united  in  marriage,  Sept.  16,  1773,  with 
Patience,  a  daughter  of  Elkanah  Pierce,  of  Middleborough,  now 
Lakeville.  Seth  Spooner,  Esq,  and  his  wife,  Patience  Pierce, 
were  the  parents  of  Dr.  Paul  Spooner  and  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  S. 
Spooner,  first  judge  of  the  Police  Court  at  New  Bedford. 

Hon.  Alden  Spooner  was  also  a  son  of  Hon.  Walter  Spooner. 
Hon.  Alden  Spooner  married  April  5.  1770,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
,  Capt.  John  Rounsevill,  of  East  Freetown.  Hon.  Alden  Spooner 
and  wife  were  the  parents  of  Dr.  Rounsevill  Spooner. 

In  the  ancient  cemetery,  at  Long  Plain,  are  also  grave  stones 
bearing  these  inscriptions : 

"  Hon.  Alden  Spooner,  died  Sept.  28th,  1844,  aged  94  years,  6 
months,  and  15  days." 

"  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Hon.  Alden  Spooner,  died  Dec.  14,  1813, 
in  her  64th  year. 

"  Dr.  Rounsevel  Spooner,  died  March  17, 1844,  aged  66  years." 

"  Susan,  wife  of  Dr.  Rounsevel  Spooner,  died  April  25,  1846,  in 
her  67th  year. 

In  another  grave  yard  at  Acushnet  may  be  found  stones  bearing 
these  inscriptions : 

"  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Dr.  Rounsevel  Spooner,  and  daughter  of 
Edward  Pope,  Esq.,  died  Dec.  6,  1800,  in  her  21st  year." 

"  Lieut.  Seth  Hathaway,  died  May  ye  11th,  1783,  in  ye  72d  year 
of  his  age." 

Doubtless  this  was  identical  with  the  Lieut.  Seth  Hathaway  who 
as  a  Lieut,  served  in  the  Bristol  County  Regiment  sent  to  Cape 
Breton  in  1745,  and  participated  in  that  great  achievement  and  the 
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glorious  victory  obtained  over  the  French  forces  occupying   the 

Fortress  of  Louisburg,  that  fell  just  thirty  years  to  a  day  before  the 

battle  of  Bunker's  Hill.    If  this  man  was  identical  with  that,  then 

he  was  about  34  years  of  age 

In  the  days  when  he  went  soldiering, 
Long  time  ago. 

The  following  are  true  copies  of  inscriptions  still  legible  on  the 
tomb  stones  marking  the  graves  of  some  of  the  earliest  ministers 
who  were  settled  to  preach  the  gospel  in  this  region  of  country, 
(Acushnet  that  now  is,)  formed  at  least  a  part  of  their  field  of  reli- 
gious labor. 

"  Here  lieth  ye  body  of  ye  Eevd.  Samuel  Hunt,  who  was  the 
first  ordained  minister  over  the  Church  of  Christ,  in  Dartmouth, 
who  died  Jany.  ye  25th,  1729  in  ye  48th  year  of  his  age." 

"  Memento  mori.  Here  lieth  interred  the  remains  of  Richard 
Pierce,  A.  M.,  who  was  born  March  29th,  1700,  and  departed  this 
life  March  23d,  1749,  after  having  spent  16  years  in  the  work  of  the 
gospel  ministery.  A  gentleman  of  an  unspotted  character  in  the 
office  he  sustained,  of  polite  behavior,  remarkably  affable  and  kind 
to  all ;  who  lived  greatly  beloved  and  died  much  lamented.  Cujxis 
pulvis  in  pulvere,  dormit,  expectaus  Stellam  matutinam." 

Names  of  Acushnet  gentlemen  who  have  held  commissions  as 
field  officers  in  the  Local  Militia  of  Massachusetts  :— 

Colonel:— Abiel  Peirce  Robinson,  from  May  7th,  1834  to  1837. 
Fourth  Reg.  in  1st  Brigade,  5th  Division. 

Lieut  Colonel:— Cyrus  E.  Clark,  from  Dec.  8th,  1829  to  1830. 
Fifth  Reg.,  1st  Brigade,  5th  Division. 

Major:— Abiel  Peirce  Robinson,  from  1832  to  May  7th,  1834. 
Fourth  Reg.,  1st  Brigade,  5th Division. 

Acushnet  and  Fairhaven  constitute  a  representative  district, 
entitled  to  one  representative,  and  this  is  generally  selected  alter- 
nately from  each  town.  For  the  purpose  of  milage  Acushnet  is 
considered  55  miles  from  the  state  capitol.  Population  in  1865, 
1251 ;  in  1870, 1132 ;  legal  voters,  286. 


ATTLEB0R0UGH. 

To  Attleborough,  as  a  town,  was  granted  by  "the  great  and  gen- 
eral Court  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England,"  an  act  of 
incorporation,  Oct.  19,  1694;  but  the  first  or  earliest  record  of  a 
town  meeting  still  preserved  bears  date  of  May  11,  1696,  or  about 
two  years  subsequent  to  that  of  its  incorporation.  Doubtless  earlier 
town  meetings  were   held,  but  the  records,  (and  consequently 
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the  knowledge),  of  the  transaction  of  these  (if  held  at  all),  are  now 
irretrievably  lost.  But  Attleborough  has  not  cause  to  mourn  alone, 
for  such  losses  to  old  colony  towns  came  quite  too  near  being  the 
rule  instead  of  the  exception. 

The  original  bounds  of  Attleborough,  those  recognized  in  the 
act  of  incorporation,  included  the  township  of  what  afterward 
became  Cumberland,  R.  I.  as  well  as  Attleborough,  and  vet  at  that 

C         7  . 

time  is  believed  to  have  had  less  than  two  hundred  English  and 
European  inhabitants,  including  the  children  of  such  born  in  the 
wilds  of  America. 

The  Daniel  Boone  or  pioneer  white  settler  in  Attleborough  was 
John  Woodcock,  who,  with  his  stalwart  sons  commenced  a  settle- 
ment and  laid  out  a  farm  of  about  three  hundred  acres  adjoining 
the  "Bay  road,"  so  called,  the  travelled  way  from  Rehoboth  to  Bos- 
ton. Woodcock's  lands  beside  this  farm  were  of  considerable  ex- 
tent, and  located  in  different  sections  of  the  town.  His  house  was 
the  Garrison  or  place  of  refuge  and  defence  of  the  white  people  in 
their  sometimes  bloody  conflicts  with  those  former  inhabitants, 
the  red  men,  and  aborigines  of  the  country,  against  whose  fero- 
cious attacks  with  bow  and  fire  brand,  spears,  snaphanace,  and  tom- 
ahawk the  "pale  face"  was  not  unfrequently  obliged,  with  sword 
and  "match  lock,"  sternly  to  contend.  Red  men  vs.  white, 
powows  and  perseverance  vs.  prayers  and  powder. 

So  inveterate  at  length  did  John  Woodcock's  hate  become,  so 
terribly  was  his  anger  stirred  up  against  the  Indians,  that  the 
white  man's  "law  of  the  land"  had  to  be  resorted  to,  to  protect  the 
red  heathen  against  the  even  more  savage  practices  of  a  white 
christian,  the  humiliating  evidence  of  which  fact  still  remains  in 
the  old  colony  records  and  in  words  following:  "John  Wood- 
cock, of  Rehoboth,  for  going  into  an  Indian  house  and  taking 
away  an  Indian  child  and  some  goods,  in  lieu  of  a  debt  the  Indian 
owed  him,  was  sentenced  to  sit  in  the  stocks  at  Rehoboth  on  a 
training  day  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  forty  shillings. 

That  wa3  in  1654,  or  about  forty  years  before  Attleborough  was 
incorporated  as  a  distinct  town,  and  while  yet  a  pan  of  Rehoboth. 
John  Woodcock  for  his  naughtiness  was  taken  to  the  nearest  seat  of 
legalized  justice,  for  punishment,  which  judgment  seat  and  stocks 
were  in  Rehoboth,  and  probably  in  that  part  of  Rehoboth  subse- 
quently Seekonk.  Numerous  were  the  encounters  John  Woodcock 
had  with  the  Indian  savages,  aud  many  the  wounds  that  he  re- 
ceived, his  dead  body  furnishing,  so  said  tradition,  incontestible 
proof  in  the  scars  of  seven  bullet  holes,  and  yet  no  one  of  these 
proved  mortal,  for  at  a  greatly  advanced  age  he  died  apparently  a 
natural  death  at  the  home  he  had  located  in  the  wilderness,  built 
up,  and  with  such  perils  and  hardships  successfully  defended. 
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Added  to  pioneer  settler  and  Indian  fighter,  John  Woodcock 
was  also  the  first  or  earliest  tavern  keeper  at  Attleborough,  his 
license  to  set  up,  which  being  granted  by  the  colonial  court  in  ses- 
sion at  Plymouth,  and  in  words  following. 

"July  5th,  1670.  John  Woodcock  is  allowed  by  the  court  to 
keep  an  ordinary  at  the  Ten  Mile  river,  which  is  in  the  way  from 
Rehoboth  to  the  Bay,  and  likewise  enjoined  to  keep  good  order, 
that  no  unruliness  or  ribaldry  be  permitted  there. 

On  that  spot  "entertainment  for  man  and  beast"  continued  to  be 
furnished  by  John  Woodcock  and  succeeding  generations  for  the 
long  term  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  consecutive  years. 

The  original  house  served  for  private  or  family  dwelling,  garri- 
son-house and  tavern,  and  stood  until  1806,  or  one  hundred  and 
thirty-six  years,  and  at  the  date  of  its  demolition,  much  of  the 
timber  was  found  to  be  entirely  free  from  decay,  but  like  its 
builder  and  first  owner,  scarred  by  many  abullet  discharged  from 
an  Indian's  "snaphanace"  in  King  Philip's  war,  or  one  entire  cen- 
tury before  the  war  of  the  American  Revolution. 

In  contemplating  these  facts  and  describing  these  relics  of  a 
former  age,  how  are  we  carried  back  in  our  minds  eye,  thoughts 
and  feelings,  and  are  thus  enabled  in  some  slight  degree  to  realize 
the  horrors  of  their  true  situation,  as  also  the  manifold  blessings 
that  we,  their  successors  enjoy ;  that  our  lot  has  indeed  been  cast  in 
pleasant  places  when  compared  with  theirs  of  toil,  danger,  unex- 
ampled privation  and  almost  unequalled  want;  that  upon  the  iden- 
tical spots  where  we,  unmolested,  sit  under  our  vines  and  fig  trees 
with  none  to  harm,  hurt  or  make  afraid, 

Loud  howled  the  savage  foe, 
While  here  their  evening  prayer  arose, 
Two  hundred  years  ago. 

John  Woodcock  died  Oct.  20th,  1701,  or  something  like  one 
hundred  and  seventy-four  years  since,  a  century  and  three  quar- 
ters ago. 

Attleborough  is  bounded  northerly  by  Wrentham,  easterly  by 
Mansfield  and  Norton,  southerly  by  Rehoboth,  Seekonk  and  Paw- 
tucket,  and  westerly  by  Cumberland  in  Rhode  Island,  and  is  eleven 
miles  from  Taunton,  eleven  from  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  twenty- 
one  miles  from  Boston. 

These  distances  apply  to  the  common  carriage  roads  leading 
from  Attleborough  to  the  several  places  named.  Attleborough 
prior  to  the  date  of  its  incorporation  had  been  a  part  of  the  ancient 
township  of  Rehoboth . 

Attleborough  was  a  part  of  what  was  at  first  called  "Rehoboth 
North  Purchase."    This  was  confirmed  to  Captain  Thomas  Willett, 
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by  Wamsutta,  chief  sachem  of  Pokanokett,  for  divers  good  causes 
and  valuable  considerations,  and  by  a  deed  bearing  the  date  of 
April  8th,  1661. 

Besides  what  became  Attleborough,  Itehoboth  North  Purchase 
also  embraced  that  which  subsequently  became  Cumberland,  R.  I., 
and  also  a  tract  of  country,  one  mile  and  a  half  in  width,  extending 
east  and  west,  and  which  tract  was  annexed  to  Eehoboth  as  an 
enlargement  to  that  town,  and  a  part  of  Mansfield  and  Norton. 
That  annexed  to  Eehoboth  was  afterward  detached  and  annexed 
to  Attleborough. 

So  numerous  have  been  the  changes  in  the  English  names  be- 
stowed upon  the  different  localities,  and  so  many  times  have  boun- 
daries and  division  lines  been  altered,  that  an  attentive  and  some- 
what prolonged  study  is  required  to  learn  all  the  facts,  and  a  care- 
ful reading  to  understand  the  true  story  of  these  facts,  when  set 
forth  by  the  pen  attempting  to  portray  a  knowledge  of  the  same. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  legal  voters  of  Attleborough,  for  the 
choice  of  town  officers,  (and  of  which  a  record  remains) ,  were  elec- 
ted for  Assessors,  Israel  Woodcock,  Thomas  Tingley,  and  Samuel 
Titus.    This  meeting  was  held  May  11,  1696. 

March  22,  1697,  were  chosen  as  follows  :  Anthony  Sprague, 
Town  Clerk;  John  Woodcock,  Anthony  Sprague,  Daniel  Jenks, 
Jonathan  Fuller,  and  Thomas  Tingley,  Selectmen ;  Israel  Wood- 
cock, Constable ;  Nicholas  Ide  and  Joseph  Cowel,  Surveyors  of 
Highways ;  John  Woodcock,  Anthony  Sprague,  and  Daniel  Jenks, 
Assessors ;  Thomas  Tingley  and  Samuel  Titus,  Fence  Viewers ; 
Henry  Sweet,  Tithingman,  and  John  Lane,  Grand  Juryman. 

At  the  next  town  meeting  holden  May  10, 1697,  the  town  records 
inform  that  the  town  voted  not  to  send  a  representative  or  "assem- 
bly man  to  the  great  and  general  court,  by  reason  that  the  town 
was  excused  by  law,"  and  this  town,  probably  for  the  same  cause, 
omitted  to  send  a  representative  for  the  first  fourteen  years  imme- 
diately after  its  incorporation.  In  1709,  1710  and  1711,  David 
Freeman  represented  Attleboro'  in  the  Colonial  Legislature,  and  he 
was  re-elected  to  that  office  in  1713-15-16-17-18-20  and  21,  or  for  ten 
sessions.  Captain  Joseph  Brown  was  elected  a  representative  in 
1712-26-27  and  28.  He  was  a  son  of  Mr.  John  Brown,  of  Eeho- 
both, renowned  in  the  early  history  of  that  ancient  locality,  and 
whose  body  has  lain  "mouldering  in  the  ground"  for  the  greater 
part  of  two  centuries,  and  yet  his  deeds  still  live  on  history's 
brightest  page,  for  "His  soul  is  marching  on." 

Rev.  Matthew  Short  was  Attleborough's  earliest  settled  minis- 
ter.   He  was  called,  by  vote  of  the    town,  Oct    1,  1711,  and 
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ordained  to  the  work  of  the  gospel  ministry  Nov.  12,  1712.  Diffi- 
culties arose  between  priest  and  people  and  these  culminated  in 
his  dismission,  May  31,  1715.  The  labors  of  Reverend  Matthew 
Short  were  of  a  remarkably  short  duration  in  Attleborough  for 
those  old  times,  when  forty  years  was  not  an  uncommon  stay  for  a 
minister  to  make  in  one  place,  or  to  continue  breaking  the  bread 
of  life  to  the  same  people. 

Mr.  Short  exchanged  his  field  of  labor  in  Attleboro'  for  a  similar 
position  in  the  "Vineyard  of  the  Lord"  at  Easton. 

For  teaching  Attleborough  sinners  the  error  of  their  way,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Short  was  to  have  fifty  pounds  a  year  for  the  first  six 

„  years,  and  this  to  be  paid,  one  third  in  money  and  the  other  two 
thirds  in  grain,  beef,  pork,  butter,  or  cheese ;  any,  or  either  of  them 
at  current  prices.  At  the  seventh  year  his  salary  was  to  be 
increased  to  sixty  pounds  per  year,  but,  as  before  the  seventh  year 
of  his  ministry  had  by  him  been  attained,  'twas  by  authority  said 
"his  bishopric  let  another  take,"  so  the  earnest  simply,  of 
that  goodly  inheritance,  was  all  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Short  was  per- 
mitted to  enjoy.  He,  however,  had  the  use  of  the  ministerial 
house  and  lands  in  Attleborough  while  he  did  remain  there. 

*  The  prices  fixed  upon  for  these  eatables,  of  which  two-thirds  of 
Mr.  Short's  salary  might  be  made  to  consist,  were  as  follows : 
Indian  corn,  2s  6d  per  bushel;  rye,  3s  6d  per  bushel;  pork,  3d  per 
pound;  beef,  2d  per  pound;  butter,  6d  per  pound,  and  good  new 
milk  cheese,  4d  per  pound.  With  such  a  "price  current"  t'was  no 
wonder  that  the  parson  of  "deserted  village"  was 

"Passing  rich  with  forty  pounds  a  year." 

and  yet  Rev  Mr.  Short's  salary  while  at  Attleborough  was  £10 
better  than  Goldsmith's  heavenly  hero  and  model  minister. 

The  first  church  edifice  in  Attleborough  was  commenced  in  1710 
and  completed  in  1714.  It  was  thirty  feet  square,  and  sixteen  feet 
between  joints  as  then  expressed,  or  sixteen  feet  in  height. 

Rev.  Ebenezer  White  was  the  second  minister,  and  the  people 
made  choice  of  him,  July  18th,  1715.  Death  closed  his  labors  Sept. 
4th,  1726.  Rev.  Habijah  Weld,  the  third  minister  of  Attleborough, 
was  born  in  Dunstable,  Mass.,  Sept.  2d,  1702,  ordained  at  Attle- 
borough Oct.  1st,  1727,  and  died  May  14,  1782,  full  of  years  and 
usefulness.  During  the  long  period  of  fifty-five  years,  he  was 
never  once  detained  from  the  pulpit  or  from  any  other  of  his  pas- 

Itoral  duties. 
"In  duty  prompt  at  every  call,"  well  might  Hon.  David  Daggett 
say,  "Mr.  Weld  was  a  more  strict  observer  of  the  divine  law,  and 
more  eminently  holy  than  any  man  whom  I  ever  knew,"  and 
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justly  did  Dr.  D wight  add,  "if  all  clergymen  sustained  the  same 
character,  and  lived  in  the  same  manner,  the  world  would  speedily 
assume  a  new  aspect  and  its  inhabitants  a  new  character." 

"The  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed." 

A  second  meeting  house  was  built  by  the  town  in  1728.  This 
took  the  place  of  that  completed  only  fourteen  years  before.  The 
new  house  was  fifty  feet  long,  forty  feet  wide,  and  of  a  sufficient 
height  for  one  tier  of  galleries. 

April  7th,  1742  the  town  was  divided  into  two  parishes,  the 
west  parish  being  denominated  the  fir  si,  and  the  east  the  second  par- 
ish— Kev.  Peter  Thacher  was  the  first  or  earliest  minister  of  the  east 
or  second  parish.  His  labors  with  that  people  commenced  Aug. 
20th,  1743— Ordained  and  settled  Nov.  30th,  1748.  Mr.  Thacher 
suffered  a  stroke  of  palsy  that  destroyed  his  usefulness  as  a  minis- 
ter, and  as  a  consequence  he  was  dismissed  Oct.  26th,  1784. 

Rev.  Peter  Thacher  continued  in  the  ministry  at  Attleborough 
about  forty-one  years.  He  died  Sept.  13th,  1785.  He  was  a  sou 
of  Rev.  Peter  Thacher  of  Middleborough,  where  the  Attleborough 
minister  was  born  in  or  about  1715  ;  grandson  of  Rev.  Peter 
Thacher  of  Milton ;  great-grandson  of  Rev.  Thomas  Thacher  of 
Boston. 

The  North  Baptist  church  was  constituted  in  1769.  The  earliest 
ministers  of  this  church  were  Nathaniel  Shepard,  Abraham  Bloss, 
Job  Seamens  and  William  Williams.  Elder,  and  not  Rev.  was 
the  title  they  gave  to  their  ministers.  In  Nov.  1789  Elder  Abner 
Lewis,  who  had  been  pastor  of  the  Third  Calvanistic  Baptist  church 
in  Freetown,went  to  'Attleborough  and  preached  to  the  North 
Baptist  church  until  Sept.  1795,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Laban  Thurber  whose  labors  were  continued  until  April  1797. 

In  April  1800,  Elder  James  Read  from  Assonet  village,  com- 
menced to  preach  to  this  people.  Like  one  Simon  of  the  Scripture, 
so  was  Mr.  Read,  a  tanner.  He  was  born  in  that  part  of  Freetown 
now  Fall  River,  and  a  son  of  Joseph  Read  and  wife  Mary 
Cornell,  grandson  of  Oliver  Read  and  wife  Martha  Durfee,  great- 
grandson  of  John  Read,  Jr.,  and  wife  Ma ry  Pear ce,  a  daughter 
of  Ensign  John  Pearce  of  Tiverton,  Rhode  Island.  The  church. in 
Dec.  1800,  gave  Elder  Read  an  invitation  to  settle,  and  he  removed 
his  family  from  Freetown  to  Attleborough  in  Feb.  1801.  He  was 
installed  Aug.  18th,  1801,  and  here  continued  in  the  work  of  the 
ministry  until  his  death  Oct.  21st,  1814.  He  left  a  good  record  be- 
hind. April  28th,  1815,  Rev.  Stephen  S.  Nelson  of  Bellingham 
received  a  call  which  he  accepted,  and  here  remained  until  Mav 
1820.    He  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Nelson  and  wife  Anna  Smith,  and 


BRISTOL  COUNTY   HISTORY.  25 

was  bom  in  that  part  of  Middleborough  now  Lakevillc,  grandson 
of  Lieut.  Thomas  Nelson  and  wife  Judith  Peirce.  A  South  Bap- 
tist church  existed  for  a  time, — Elder  Elihu  Daggett  was  the  first 
minister,  and  he  was  succeeded  by  Elder  Elisha  Carpenter. 

John  Daggett  from  Rehoboth  laid  out  lands  at  the  Falls,  and  in 
1677  sold  fifty  acres  of  these  to  his  brother  Thomas  Daggett  of  Mar- 
tha's Vineyard. 

The  first  mill  for  grinding  corn  is  said  to  have  been  erected  at  the 
Falls,  by  Joseph  Daggett.  The  water  at  the  Falls  at  a  much  later 
period  was- utilized  to  carry  the  machinery  of  the  so-called  "  Falls 
Factory,"  a  cotton  mill  owned  by  a  company  incorporated  in  1813. 
This  mill  was  commenced  in  1809,  and  destroyed  by  fire  in  Feb. 
1811,  but  immediately  rebuilt. 

A  factory  was  erected  on  Beaver  Dam  at  a  still  earlier  date,  and 
this  was  burned  in  1832. 

At  the  Falls  a  new  reservoir  was  raised  in  1831,  and  in  addition 
to  a  cotton  factory,  was  built  a  machine  shop,  a  saw  mill,  black- 
smith shop  and  grist  mill.  Added  to  these  in  this  town  was  the 
"Farmer's  Factory,"  established  in  1813,  and  the  "Mechanic's  Fac- 
tory," commenced  in  1811.  "Dodge's  Factory,"  "Atherton  Fac- 
tory," "City  Factory,"  "  Lanesville  Factory,"  "Manufactory  of 
Power  Looms",  the  "Button  Factory,"  and  manufactory  on  a  very 
extensive  scale,  of  jewelry,  so  large  indeed,  as  to  give  to  the  arti- 
cles manufactured  the  world-wide  name  of  "  Attleborough  Jew- 
elry. " 

In  each  of  the  wars  in  which  our  country  from  time  to  time  has 
been  engaged,  Attleborough  has  taken  a  prominent  part,  contribu- 
ting freely  of  her  best  blood  and  treasure.  Thus  in  one  of  the 
early  conflicts  with  the  Indians,  Attleborough  furnished  soldiers 
who  were  not  afraid  to  "speak  with  the  enemy  in  the  gate." 

In  May  1676  Attleborough  suffered  an  Indian  attack,  and 
Nathaniel  Woodcock,  who  was  at  work  in  a  cornfield,  was  slain. 
One  other  white  man  was  killed  and  one  wounded.  John  Wood- 
cock of  Attleborough,  father  of  Nathaniel  Woodcock,  participated 
in  the  attack  upon  a  body  of  Indians  in  what  became  the  town  of 
Franklin,  and  in  which  from  20  to  24  Indians  were  killed. 

Several  Rehoboth  soldiers  were  slain  in  the  battle  that  came  off 
March  26th,  1676,  the  whites  being  lead  by  Capt.  Michael  Peirce  of 
Scituate,  and  the  Indians  by  the  proud  chieftain  Conauchet ;  but 
whether  any  of  these  Rehoboth  men  who  were  then  slain  and  who, 
a  contemporary  historian  says,  fighting  "in  such  a  cause  and 
under  such  disadvantage,"  may  certainly  be  said  to  have  expired 
"on  the  bed  of  honor,"  whether  any  of  these  heroes  I  say,  belonged 
to  that  part  of  Rehoboth,  now  Attleborough,  I  am  unable  to  deter- 
mine. 
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It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  so  small  an  amount  of  the  mate- 
i  rial  necessary  to  form  the  military  history  of  this  town,  and  to 
convey  to  future  generations  a  knowledge  of  its  acts  in  the  several 
wars,  from  King  Phillip's  to  that  of  the  American  revolution,  has 
been  preserved.  Here  is  a  hiatus  of  an  entire  century,  wherein 
brave  deeds  and  daring  exploits  have  been  forgotten,  and  the 
knowledge  is  now  obscured  by  the  mantle  of  oblivion,  and  I  fear, 
hopelessly  and  irretrievably  lost.  But  for  the  noble  labors  of 
Hon.  John  Daggett,  whose  timely  efforts  have  saved  so  much,  I 
could  have  given  to  the  reading  public  concerning  the  town  that 
gave  him  birth,  a  very  small  amount  of  what  is  here  presented. 
Mr.  Daggett  took  "time  by  the  forelock,"  commencing  to  gather 
up  tbc  fragments  of  this  town's  history  more  than  forty  years  ago, 
and  in  which  well-timed  and  well-directed  effort  he  was  a  pioneer ; 
seeing  as  he  then  did,  what  scarcely  anybody  else  saw,  and  realiz- 
ing what  many  now  do,  but  what  hardly  any  one  else  then  did. 

While  we  mourn  so  much  lost,  let  us  at  the  same  time  rejoice 
and  be  glad  that  such  men  as  Hon.  John  Daggett  have  saved  from 
*  destruction  such  a  multitude  of  valuable  and  highly  interesting 
facts,  that  but  for  their  singular  care  and  forethought,  would  ere 
this  been  as  completely  lost  to  sight,  to  mind  and  to  memory,  no 
evidence  of  the  truth  remaining. 

"Within  the  ancient  and  original  limits  of  Attleborough,  viz.  in 
that  part  set  off  and  which  became  Cumberland,  R.  L,  it  is  by 
some  historic  writers  claimed  that  the  severe  and  bloody  engage- 
ment called  "Pierce's  Fight,"  was  enacted.  That  battle  was 
fought  on  Sunday,  March  2Q,  1676,  near  the  banks  of  the  Black- 
stone  River.  Tradition, (and  I  think,  perhaps  tradition  alone,)  has 
preserved  the  knowledge  of  the  precise  spot  where  that  sanguinary 
scene  occurred.  Tradition  may  be  correct,  but  as  a  rule  I  do  not 
place  implicit  confidence  in  tradition  unsupported  by  reliable  evi- 
dence of  concurrent  facts.  That  was  probably  the  most  sternly 
contested  battle  on  the  part  of  the  white  people,  of  any  fought  dur- 
ing "King  Philip's  War,"  for,  in  the  language  of  a  writer  of  that 
date,  the  white  men  "fought  until  nearly  every  man  fell,  and  with 
a  bravery  like  that  at  Thermopylae,  and  deserving  as  great  suc- 
cess." 

"And  Sanguinetto  tells  you  where  the  dead 
Made  the  earth  wet,  and  turned  the  unwilling  waters  red." 

The  names  of  train  band  captains  in  the  local  militia  of  Attle- 
borough, from  the  date  of  incorporation  in  1694  to  1762,  a  period 
of  68  years,  cannot  now  be  definitely  and  reliably  given,  as  no  offi- 
cial record  of  these  remain  in  the  archives  of  the  state. 
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To  approximate  the  truth  is  therefore  all  that  we  claim  to  he  able 
to  perform,  or  propose  to  do.  The  office  of  "train  band  captain*' 
used  generally  to  be  conferred  on  a  man  of  "credit  and  renown," 
and  to  be  found  enrolled  on  such  a  "roster"  was  of  itself  sufficient 
to  settle  the  question  of  a  gentleman's  social  position  and  standing 
in  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  With  jealous  care  did  these 
officer's  sons  and  daughters  preserve  the  knowledge  of  the  fact 
that  their  progenitors  had  arrived  at  the  honor  of  holding  the  com- 
mission of  Captain,  Lieutenant,  or  even  that  of  Ensign  in  the  local 
militia,  their  titles  being  carefully  and  repectfully  conferred,  wheth- 
er in  verbal  or  written  address  to  the  living,  and  engraven  on  their 
tomb  stones  when  dead.  It  is  therefore  to  these  incidental  evi- 
dences, such  as  the  giving  of  titles  when  recording  any  facts  con- 
cerning particular  persons  elected  to  town  office,  and  moss  cov- 
ered tablets  in  the  "cities  of  the  dead,"  that  we  are  indebted, 
rather  than  to  the  imperfect  records  of  the  captain  general's  office, 
for  what  herein  appears  from  1694  to  1762. 

Militia  Captains  of  Attleborough  from  1694  to  1762:  Joseph 
Brown,  John  Foster,  Mayhew  Daggett,  and   Samuel  Tyler. 

Lieutenants :    Nicholas  Ide,  Josiah  Maxey. 

In  1762  the  militia  of  Attleborough  consisted  of  three  compa- 
nies, of  which  the  commissioned  officers  were  as  follows  : 

First  Company:  Daniel  Reed,  Captain;  Jonathan  Day,  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Jacob  Ide,  Ensign. 

Second  Company:  Henry  Sweet,  Captain ;  D aniel  Wilmarth, 
Lieut.,  and  John  Daggett,  Ensign. 

Third  Company:  John  §tearns,  Captain;  Daniel  Stanley, 
Lieut.r  and  James  Pullen,  Ensign. 

At  that  date,  (viz.  1762,)  the  militia  of  this  town  formed  a  part 
of  the  third  Bristol  County  Reg't,  of  which  the  field  officers  were, 
Samuel  White,  of  Taunton,  Colonel;  George  Leonard,  Jr.,  of  Nor- 
ton, Lieut  Colonel;  Thomas Morey,  of  Norton, and  Seth  Williams, 
of  Taunton,  Majors. 

Ten  years  later,  (viz.  1772,)  the  militia  of  Attleborough  -  was 
officered  as  follows : 

First  Company:  John  Daggett,  Captain;  Moses  Wilmarth, 
Lieut.,  and  William  Bolcom,  Second  Lieut. 

Second  Company:  Jonathan  Stanley,  Captain;  Jabez  Ellis, 
Lieut.,  and  Elisha  May,  Second  Lieut. 

Third  Company:  Jacob  Ide,  Captain;  Moses  Tyler,  Lieut., 
and  Samuel  Robinson,  Second  Lieut. 

At  this  date,  (viz.  1772,)  the  militia  of  this  town  continued  to 
form  a  part  of  the  Third  Regiment,  the  field  officers  and  adjutant 
being  as  follows :    George  Leonard,  Jr.,  Esq.,  of  Norton,  Colonel ; 
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Daniel  Leonard,  Esq.,  of  Taunton,  Lieut. Colonel;  George  God- 
frey, Esq.,  and  George  Williams,  both  of  Taunton,  Majors;  Apol- 
los  Leonard,  Adjutant. 

We  are  next  brought  to  the  consideration  of  some  of  the  fectfl 
that  characterized  the  opening  scenes  of  the  American  Revolution, 
those  "days  that  tried  men's  souls,"  when  the  spirit  of  our  people 
was,  "give  me  liberty  or  give  me  death,"  and  this  sentiment  in 
Attleborough  was  speedily  expressed  by  a  corresponding  action. 

The  local  militia  of  Attleboro',  Mansfield  and  Norton,  as  one  of 
the  "first  fruits"  of  that  terrible  uprising  and  an  earnest  of  a  mighty 
struggle  in  store,  soon  to  burst  its  bands,  involving  the  weal  of  a 
nation,  and  shaking  Christendom,  from  centre  to  circumference, 
were  detatehed  from  the  Third  Regiment  of  Bristol  County,  and 
made  to  constitute  a  new  and  distinct  regimental  organization, 
thenceforth  known  as  the  Fourth  Regiment. 

It  thus  continued  to  be  known  and  designated  for  the  long  term 
of  about  sixty-five  years,  and  until  its  disbandment  by  legislative 
enactment  April  24,  1840,  in  times  of  "piping  peace,"  when  pulpit, 
press,  and  foram  seemed  quite  unanimous  that  the  millennium  was 
indeed  about  to  dawn,  lions  to  change  diet  and  become  thorough 
vegetarians,  and  christian  nations  to  "learn  war  no  more."  Why 
might  not  the  Fourth  Regiment,  thus  shone  upon  by  the  "sun  of 
righteousnesss,"  just  then  arisen,  be  disbanded.  Pulpit  asked 
why?  Press  said  why?  People  repeated  why?  Legislators 
sagely  considered  why,  and  echos  sent  back  the  question  why? 
The  conclusion  that  it  should  be  disbanded  was  inevitable,  and  on 
the  24th  of  April,  1840,  the  deed  was  done.  Militia  men  of  Attle- 
borough, Mansfield,  and  Norton,  on  the  24th  of  that  month,  in  the 
opening  year,  when  all  fools  have  their  day,  and  in  the  year  of 
grace,  1840,  were  permitted  to  commence  beating  their  old  battle 
blades  into  plow-shares,  and  their  spears  into  pruning  hooks. 
War  was  not  to  be  taught,  learned  or  practiced  any  more,  and 
none  henceforth  might  tell  his  neighbor  to  know  the  Lord,  for 
everybody  else  as  well  as  ministers,  editors,  legislators,  etc.,  etc., 
had  suddenly  become  so  wise. 

At  the  organization  of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  at  its  formation  in 
1775,  Captain  John  Daggett,  of  Attleborough  was  commissioned 
Colonel ;  Captain  Ephraim  Lane,  of  Norton,  Lieut  Colonel ;  Isaac 
Dean,  of  Mansfield,  First  Major;  and  Enoch  Clapp,  Second 
Major. 

For  Attleborough  is  claimed  the  honor  of  having  furnished  the 
leader  of  the  "Minute  Men"  of  every  town  in  Bristol  County  ; 
that,  with  volunteer  militia  men,  made  up  a  force  estimated  at  the 
time  as  about  two  thousand  in  arms,  (but  this  I  think  was  rather 
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more  than  were  embodied  on  that  occasion),  and  which  force  let 
the  numbers  have  been  what  they  may,  on  the  night  of  April  8th, 
1775,  with  arms  and  ammunition  made  a  descent  on  the  tories  resid- 
ing at,  and  near  Assonet  in  Freetown,  capturing  29  of  those  adher- 
ents to  the  crown,  and  utterly  dispersing  the  remainder.  Thia 
force  of  the  gallant  sons  of  Liberty  it  is  claimed  were  led  by  Ool. 
John  Daggett  of  Attleborough,  who,  as  commander  in  chief  on 
that  occasion  brought  matters  to  such  a  successful  issue  and  happy 
termination. 

To  the  victors  fell  the  spoils  of  thirty-five  good  English  Muskets, 
two  case  bottles  of  powder  and  a  basket  of  bullets. 

ColonelJohn  Daggett,  of  Attleborough,  in  Dec,  1774.  conducted 
an  expedition  to  the  town  of  Franklin,  (that  now  is,  but  then  a 
parish  in  Wrentham) ,  where  a  tory  named  Nathan  Aldis  was 
selling  British  goods  contrary  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Court. 

Aldis  and  his  friends  at  first  offered  resistance  with  force  and 
arms,  but  finding  themselves  overpowered,  Aldis  and  his  company 
surrendered. 

It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  both  these  bold  and  successful  expe- 
ditions ante-dated  the  battles  of  Concord  and  Lexington,  that  to 
Franklin  being  more  than  three  months  earlier,  and  that  to  Free- 
town ten  days  before  the  blood  of  murdered  freemen  wet  the  sods 
of  Concord  and  Lexington,  and  like  the  blood  of  righteous  Abel, 
cried  for  vengeance  from  the  ground. 

Names  of  Attleborough  gentlemen  who  held  the  commissions  of 
Field  Ofiicers  and  Adjutants  of  the  4th  Regiment  in  Bristol  Coun- 
ty Brigade,  of  the  5th  Division  Massachusetts  Militia — dates  of  their 
commissions,  etc. 

COLONELS. 

John  Daggett,  from  1775  to  1779.— Honorably  discharged. 
Elisha  May,  from  July  1781  to  1788.  "  " 

Ebenezer  Tyler,  from  Oct.  7th  1793  to  1797.  " 

Benjamin  Balcom,  from  Sept.  17th,  1819  to  1820.       " 
Elkanah  Briggs,  from  1821  to  1823.  "  " 

Ira  K.  Miller,  from  Sept.  23d,  1828  to  1832.  " 

Willard  Blackington,  June  25,  1836  to  April  24th,  1840. 

LIEUT.  COLONELS. 

Ebenezer  Bacon,  from  Aug.  1st,  1803  to  1810. — Discharged. 
Obed  Robinson,  from  Aug.  12,  1816  to  1818.  " 

.    Benjamin  Balcom,  from  Aug.  25th,  1818  to  Sept.  17th,  1819.      - 
Willard  Blackington,  fromNov.  3d,  1832  to  June  25th,  1836. 
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MAJORS. 

Elisha  May,  from  June  10th,  1779,  to  July  1781,  when  promoted. 
Ebenezer  Tyler,  May  26th,  1788  to  Oct.  7th,  1793,  when  promoted. 
Ebenezer  Bacon,  from  April  10th,  1797  to  Aug.  1st,  1803. 
Obed  Robinson,  from  Sept.  21,  1810,  to  Aug.  12,  1816. 
Elkanah  Briggs,  from  Aug.  25,  1818  to  1821,  when  promoted. 
Edward  Richardson,  from  Aug.  23d,  1823  to  1825. 
Ira  K.  Miller,  from  Feb.  12,  1827  to  Sept  23d,  1828. 
Willard  Blackington,  from  July  15,  1829  to  Nov.  3d,  1832. 

ADJUTANTS. 

Willard  Blackington,  from  April  20th,  1827  to  July  15th,  1829. 

Names  of  Attleborough  gentlemen  who  held  the  commission  of 
Major,  Commandant  of  the  Battalions  of  Cavalry,  Artillery  and 
Light  Infantry,  in  Bristol  County  Brigade. 

Cavalry:— Jonathan  Bliss,  from  Sept.  18th,  182C  to  1828. 

Artillery:— Seneca  Sanford,  from  Sept  Gth,  1823  to  1831. 

Light  Infantry :— David  E.  Holman,  from  Sept.  6th,  1834  to 
1836,  when  discharged. 

A  company  of  cavalry  for  many  years  existed  in  the  fourth  Reg- 
iment, and  some  of  the  commissioned  officers  and  many  of  the 
privates  belonged  in  Attleborough. 

Names  of  Attleborough  gentlemen  who  were  captains  of  the 
cavalry  company. 

Alexander  Foster,  Jr.,  from  Sept  16th,  1801  to  1806;  Israel 
Hatch,  Jr.,  from  March  23d,  1818  to  1822;  Daniel  Richardson, 
Jr.,  from  April  28th,  1830;  Harvey  Claflin,  from  April  14,  1832; 
'  S.  E.  Capron,  from  April  19th,  1833  to  disbandment. 

Attleborough  could  once  boast  an  entire  company  of  Riflemen 
glorying  in  the  name  of  "Washington  Rifle  Corps."  The  uni- 
form consisted  of  green  frock  coats,  green  pantaloons,  the  latter 
sometimes  exchanged  for  white,  and  military  caps,  with  black 
plumes.  June  9th,  1815  was  the  date  of  its  organization,  and  from 
that  time  until  1834,  (almost  nineteen  years),  it  enjoyed  a  very 
enviable  reputation  for  the  excellence  of  its  drill  and  discipline, 
being  as  it  was  a  "flank  company"  of  the  4th  Regiment.  In  1834 
•  this  company  was  made  to  constitute  a  part  of  the  Bristol  County 
Battalion  of  Light  Infantry  and  Riflemen,  and  was  not  long  after 
disbanded.  Did  no  duty  after  about  1835,  although  not  disbanded 
until  several  years  later. 

The  Captains  of  the  Washington  Rifle  Corps  were:— Elihu  Dag- 
gett, Jr.,  Chester  Bugbee,  William  Everett,  Willard  Robinson, 
Virgil  Blackington,  and  David  E.  Holman.  The  last  named  was 
promoted  to  the  office  of  Major  of  the  Bristol  County  Battalion 
of  Light  Infantry  and  Riflemen,  Sept.  6th,  1834. 
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Attleborough  has  also  furnished  one  of  the  captains  for  the 
Norton  Artillery  Company,  a  noble  body  of  citizen  soldiery  that 
maintained  an  organized  existence  and  kept  up  its  uniform  for  the 
long  period  of  eighty-seven  years,  serving  in  three  wars,  viz. — 
Revolution,  Last  War  with  England,  and  that  of  the  Great  Re- 
bellion. Earl  Hodges  of  Attleborough  was  captain  from  Sept.  24, 
1836  until  1839,  and  while  he  was  commander  this  company  pro- 
cured a  new  uniform,  (the  third  probably  that  the  company  ever 
had),  as  the  old  one  had  become  considerably  dilapidated.  When 
this  company  became  a  part  of  the  4th  Regiment  of  Artillery, 
Capt.Earl  Hodges  received  the  legal  offer  to  become  its  Major,  but 
declined.  His  commission  as  Major  was  tendered  but  not  accepted, 
being  returned  to  the  office  of  the  Adjutant  General  in  Boston,  the 
Governor  conferred  the  commission  of  Major  of  that  Regiment 
upon  Ebenezer  W.  Peirce,  of  Freetown,  till  then  a  Regimental 
Quarter  Master  with  rank  of  a  1st  Lieut.,  but  who  now,  more 
than  30  years  after,  minus  his  sword  arm,  by  a  cannon  ball,  taken 
off  at  the  shoulder,  in  one  of  the  battles  for  the  Union,  essays  with 
his  left  hand  to  prove  that 

"The  pen  is  mightier  than  the  sword." 

In  the  autumn  of  1833,  or  forty-two  years  since  the  entire  body 
of  the  local  or  standing  militia  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  were, 
for  the  last  time  called  out  for  inspection,  review  and  discipline,  the 
militia  of  Attleborough  as  a  part  of  the  fourth  Regiment  in  the  Bris- 
tol County  Brigade  were  inspected,  etc,  on  the  17th  day  Oct.  1833. 
The  militia  law  was  changed  by  the  Legislature  in  session  the 
succeeding  winter,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  only  uni- 
formed companies  raised  by  speaial  permission  of  the  Governor 
are  required  to  perform  military  duty. 

The  Field  Officers  of  the  4th  Regiment  on  the  occasion  of  that 
final  inspection  and  last  review  were  Mason  Stone,  of  Norton,  Col- 
onel ;  Willard  Blackington  of  Attleborough,  Lieut.  Colonel ;  and 
Harrison  B.  Pratt,  of  Mansfield,  Major. 

'  Attleborough  militia  at  that  date  were  organized  as  four  com- 
panies, viz.,  one  of  Riflemen,  the  "Washington  Rifle  Corps,"  and 
three  companies  of  local  or  standing  Infantry.  The  inspection 
rolls  of  these  four  companies  at  that  time  bore  the  following 

Washington  Rifle  Corps. 

David  E.  Holman,  Captain;  George  Price,  Lieut.;  Mark  W. 
Baldwin,  Ensign;  Atherton  Wales,  Amos  Sweet,  Jr.  Geo.  Morse, 
and  Martin  Witherell,  Sergeants;  Comfort  F.  Claflin,  Joel  More, 
Jr.,  Horatio  N.  Babcock,  and  Daniel  D.  Sweet,  Corporals;  Cyrus 


32  BRISTOL   COUNTY    HISTORY. 

W.  Blackington,  Musician.  Private  Soldiers:— James  B.  Moulton , 
David  H.Grant,  Geo.  Stephenson,  Milton  Blackington,  Horace 
Foster,  Geo.  P.  Foster,  Noah  Claflin,  Jr.,  Herman  W.  Bragg,  Gil- 
ford Fuller,  Shepherd  A.  Witherell,  John  Wilmarth,  Wm.  A.  Stan- 
ley, Calvin  Claflin,  John  Cole,  Warren  Aldrich,  George  L.  Ferry, 
Harrison  Wilmarth,  Jacob  S.  Capron,  George  B.  Aldrich,  Joseph 
Hunt,  James  Cummings,  Loring  Morse,  Wm.  B.  Franklin,  Lyman 
W.  Daggett,  James  M.  Turner,  Henry  M.  Richards,  David 
Whiting,  Darius  Ellis,  Horace  Tift,  Egbert  R.  Robinson,  James  O. 
Blackington,  Lewis  J.  Holmes,  Onisemus  Clark,  Willard  Jillson, 
B.  J.  Draper,  Horatio  N.  Draper,  John  Tiflft,.  James  Whitman, 
Ephriam  Jewett,  Elias  G.  Richards,  Willard  Richards,  S.  P.  Fish- 
er, Samuel  Newhall,  Jr.,  John  Bruce,  George  W.  Horr,  Richard 
Everett,  George  Stanley,  George  Hatch,  Calvin  Richards,  Stephen 
Richardson. 

Capt.  Bliss'  Company  of  Infantry. 

Nathan  H.  Bliss,  Captain;  Wheaton  Carpenter,  Lieut.;  Noble 
P.  Fuller,  Ensign;  Edward  J.  Willmarth,  Thomas  Fuller,  2d, 
and  David  Cummings,  Jr.,  Sergeants;  Joseph M.  Gardner,  Ezra  A. 
Fisher,  and  Wm.  F.  Dike,  Corporals;  Jonathan  Fuller,  Jr.,  Musi- 
cian. Private  Soldiers: — Wm.  Cummings,  Samuel  E.  Draper, 
Gardner  Dunham,  Abijah  E.  Dean,  Jesse  R.  Carpenter,  Harrison 
W.  White,  David  M.  Buffington,  Otis  Green,  Simeon  Fisher,  Ben- 
jamin Thayer,  David  Night,  Caleb  Carr,  Samuel  R.  Cummings, 
Allen  Cummings,  Sam.  Everett,  Jarry  Goff,  Ephriam  Goff,  John 
H.  Rhodes,  Jonathan  B.  Wood,  Henry  Hudson,  Asa  Beats,  Whea- 
ton Barrows,  Thomas  Blanding,  Arza  Blanding,  Aluma  Balcom, 
Abiel  Codding,  Wm.  A.  Wilmarth,  Joab  French,  Barney  Horr,  . 
James  Mason,  Elijah  R.  Read,  Nathaniel  R.  Peirce,  Washington 
Pike,  Joseph  H.  Wetherell,  Zebina  W.  Fuller,  Arunah  Wheeler  and 
Jacob  Briggs,  jr. 

Capt.  Walcott's  Company  of  Infantry. 

William  F.  Walcott,  Captain;  Augustus  Barrows,  Lieut.;  James 
Saunders,  Ensign;  Asahel  H.  Robinson,  Otis  B.  Tingley,  John 
Tucker,  and  James  S.  Day,  Sergeants;  William  Thacher,  Elijah 
W.  Sweet,  Musicians.  Private  Soldiers,— George  Lee,  Benjamin 
E.  Walcott,  Charles  S.  Day,  David  B.  Wilman,  Samuel  S.  Allen, 
Penuel  C.  Bowen,  Charles  Read,  David  W.  Sheldon,  Lewis  S. 
Read,  George  Gaskill,  Otis  Gaskill,  Albert  W.  Thurber,  Elisha  W. 
Godfrey,  Jr.,  Enos  Nickerson,  William  A.  Freeman,  Thomas  Coo- 
per, Merrell  Wheeler,  Amos  A.  Fuller,  Asa  A.  Fuller,  Noah  Ful- 
ler, Israel  Crocker,  Jr.,  Enos  E.  Sturtevant,  Wilson  Wescoat,  Nel- 
son Claflin,  Jencks  Williams,  Elijah  B.  Newhall,  Alanson  Alexan- 
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der,  Harrison  G.  O.  Kempton,  William  II.  Dana,  William  Jeffers, 
John  B.  Dana,  Nathaniel  Ilaskins,  Caleb  S.  Kempton,   William 
Carpenter,   Calvin  Draper,  Samuel  Hack,  Jr.,  William   Hallock, 
Jason  Sweetland,  Hervey  Goodwin,  and  Samuel  Robinson. 
Capt.  Wilmartii's  Company. 

Eliphalet  Wilmarth,  Captain;  David  Wilmarth,  Lieut,;  Daggett, 
Ensign;  James  Foster,  Jr.,  Elisha  Foster  and  Emater  Foster,  Ser- 
geants; Draper  Parmtre  and  William  Martin,  Musicians;  Private 
Soldiers: — Lewes  Cutting,  Daniel  S.  Fisher,  Timothy  W.  Fisher, 
Sylvester  Richardson,  Bradford  Mott,  William  M.  Morse,  John  R. 
Streeter,  William  E.  Cornell,  Nelson  Richardson,  Carlos  B.  Morse, 
George  H.  Martin,  Albert  Blake,  Gideon  Horton,  James  A.  Hor- 
ton,  Hiram  Horton,  Martin  Horton,  Otis  Blandin,  Hall,  Charles 
Babcock,  and  Charles  Cobb. 

Recapitulation. — Capt.  Holman's Company; — 1  Captain,  1  Lieut. 
1  Ensign,  4  Sergeants,  4  Corporals,  1  Musician,  and  50  Privates. 
Total,  62. 

Capt.  Bliss'  Company : — 1  Captain,  1  Lieut.,  1  Ensign,  3  Ser- 
geants, 3  Corporals,  1  Musician,  37  Privates.    Total,  47. 

Capt.  Walcott's  Company:— 1  Captain,  1  Lieut.,  1  Ensign,  4 
Sergeants,  0  Corporals,  2  Musicians,  and  40  Privates.    Total,  49. 

Capt.  Wilmarth's  Company : — 1  Captain,  1  Lieut.,  1  Ensign,  3 
Sergeants,  0  Corporals,  2  Musicians,  20  Privates.    Total,  28. 

Grand  total  of  the  Attleborough  Militia,  Oct.  1833,  187. 

The  Cavalry  Company,  a  part  of  which  belonged  in  Attlebor- 
ough was  disbanded  in  Oct.  1833.  . 

Population  of  Attleborough  in  1865—6200.  In  1870—6769. 
Legal  Voters,— 1121.  Valuation,  $2,987,311.91.  Distance  from 
State  Capitol,  35  miles.  Attleborough  constitutes  a  Representative 
District  and  is  entitled  to  one  Representative  every  year. 


BEKKLEY. 

This  town  was  formerly  a  part  of  Taunton,  set  off  and  incorpo- 
rated as  a  new  and  distinct  town  in  1735.  About  fifty  years  later, 
that  part  of  Dighton  lying  between  Taunton  and  Assonet  River3 
and  called  "Assonet  Neck/'  was  detatched  and  annexed  to  Berk- 
ley. 

*  Assonet  Neck  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  Indians  quite  a 
number  of  years  after  their  title  to  the  surrounding  countiy  was 

♦The  old  colony  records  contain  the  following  in  reference  to  Assonet  Neck : 
"July  1682  this  Court  orders  the  land  called  Assonet  Neck,  being  purchased  by 
some  of  Taunton,  that  the  said  tract  of  land  shall  be  in  the  township  of  Taun- 
ton."   It  continued  to  form  a  part  of  Taunton  until  the  township  of  Dighton  waa 


34  BRISTOL   COUNTY   HISTORY. 


gone.  This  peninsular  the  red  man  could  not  be  induced  to  sell, 
and  never  did  sell ;  but  the  right  to  till  and  occupy  was  wrested 
from  them  by  force,  to  meet  a  part  of  the  white  men's  expenses  in- 
curred in  that  conflict  between  races,  "King  Philip's  War."  The 
deed  of  Assonet  Neck  given  by  Plymouth  Colony  Government  to 
the  purchasers,  is  a  quaint  old  document,  bearing  the  Colonial 
Seal  in  wax.  It  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Ebenezer  "W.  Peirce 
of  Freetown,  who  found  it  among  some  old  papers,  deemed  by  the 
owner  of  little  or  no  value,  and  who  suggested  the  burning  of  the 
same  to  get  them  out  of  the  way. 

*Rev.  Enoch  Sanford,  a  native  of  Berkley  has  published  a  valua- 
ble history  of  this  town,  liberal  extracts  from  which  were  permit- 
ted to  be  made  for  the  Bristol  County  Directory,  published  in  1872. 

fThomas  Gilbert  of  Berkley  led  one  of  the  Companies  of  the 
Bristol  County  Regiment,  sent  to  Cape  Breton  in  1745,  and  partici- 
pated in  that  glorious  achievement,  the  capture  of  Louisburg,  that 
surrendered  to  our  prowess  and  arms  just  thirty  years  to  a  day,  (and 
perhaps  to  the  hour),  before  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Sir  Wm. 
Pepperell  led  the  combined  forces  of  sea  and  land  in  that  expedi- 
tion, and  the  field  ofiicers  of  Bristol  County  Regiment  were  %  Syl- 
vester Richmond  of  Dighton,  Colonel;  Ebenezer  Pitts  (perhaps  of 
Taunton),  Lieut.  Colonel;  and  §  Joseph  Hodges,  of  Norton, 
Major. 

Lieut.  Colonel  Pitts  and  Major  Hodges  lost  their  lives  in  the 
enterprise. 

In  the  French  and  Indian  "War,  ten  years  later,  Thomas  Gilbert 
was  Lieut.  Colonel  of  Timothy  Ruggles'  Regiment,  operating  in 
eastern  New  York,  as  a  part  of  the  forces  commanded  by  Sir 
"William  Johnson. 


set  off,  when  Assonet  Neck  became  a  part  of  that  then  new  town,  and  so  re- 
mained some  75  yeai-s,  when  it  was  detatched  from  Dighton  and  annexed  to 
Berkley.  The  celebrated  rock,  bearing  hieroglyphics  is  in  that  part,  and  thus 
acquired  the  world  wide  name  of  "Dighton  Rock." 

*  Son  of  Captain  Joseph  Sanford  of  Berkley,  an  officer  in  the  Patriot  Army  of 
the  Revolution,  and  was  subsequently  quite  distinguished  as  a  school-teacher 
Capt.  Joseph  was  grandfather  to  Hon.  John  E.  Sanford,  speaker  of  Mass. 
House  of  Representatives. 

f  He  removed  to  Assonet  Village  in  Freetown,  in  or  about  1760,  and  purchased 
for,  and  occupied  as  a  residence  the  ancient  house  standing  near  Assonet  four 
corners,  and  so  continued  to  do  until  late  at  night  on  the  8th  of  April,  1775,  or 
very  early  the  next  morning  he  ran  away,  leaving  his  country  for  his  country's 
good.  The  house  and  land'was  confiscated  and  by  the  government  sold  to  Sam- 
uel Barnaby,  who  sold  it  to  Col.  Benj.  Weaver. 

+  Col.  Sylvester  Richmond  was  afterward  High  Sheriff  of  Bristol  County. 
He  lived,  died,  and  was  buried  in  Dighton,  and  his  grave  is  marked  by  a  stone 
bearing  an  inscription. 

§  Major  Hodges'  son,  Joseph  Hodges,  wore  the  same  sword  carried  by  the 
father  in  the  Louisburg  Expedition.  Joseph  Hodges,  Jr.,  commanded  a  Com- 
pany in  the  French  and  Indian  War,  and  like  his  lather,  lost  his  life.  Joseph, 
son  of  Captain  Joseph  and  grandson  of  Major  Joseph  Hodges  wielded  the  same 
sword  for  the  cause  of  Liberty  in  the  war  of  the  American  Revolution. 
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It  was  while  there  employed  that  Gilbert's  conduct  caused  hirn 
to  be  complained  of  and  brought  before  the  Colonial  Legislature 
of  Massachusetts  for  trial. 

That  grave  body  gave  Lieut.  Col,  Thomas  Gilbert  a  patient 
hearing  and  an  impartial  trial,  resulting  in  a  just  but  terrible  ver- 
dict "  That  his  Excellency,  the  Captain  General  be  desired  to 
discard  and  discharge  the  said  Col.  Gilbert  from  any  post  or  office 
that  he  now  sustainsain  the  Militia." 

"Also,  Yoted,  that  the  Governor  and  Council  be  desired  to 
dismiss  the  said  Gilbert  from  any  civil  office  for  which  he  is  in 
commission." 

The  Governor  and  Council  most  heartily  and  fully  concurred  in 
the  opinion  and  desires  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  thus 
did  a  man  who  had  participated  in  one  of  the  most  remarkable  and 
glorious  achievements  of  his  age  become  thoroughly  disgraced. 

The  colonial  records  scarcely  afford  a  parallel  to  the  disgusting 
revelations  of  that  trial. 

"The  same  ambition  can  destroy  or  save, 
>  And  makes  a  patriot  as  it  makes  a  knave." 

Capt.  Jacob  French  of  Berkley  led  a  Company  in  the  battle 
fields  of  the  French  and  Indian  War  and  was  also  promoted  to 
Major  in  that  service. 

About  twenty  years  later,  Major  Jacob  French  was  appointed 
Colonel  of  one  of  the  Regiments  of  the  Patriot  Army  of  the 
American  Revolution.  Colonel  French's  ashes  repose  in  a  grave 
near  Berkley  Common,  the  spot  being  marked  by  slabs  of  black 
slate  bearing  an  inscription.  Upon  his  grave-stone  he  is  called 
"  Elder  Jacob  French."  He  died  Feb.  11th,  1800,  in  his  88th 
year. 

Attaining  to  a  good  old  age,  that  which  once  afforded  him  true 
pleasure,  satisfaction  and  pride,  had  lost  its  charms,  and,  on  the 
verge  of  the  tomb,  his  chief  comfort  was  found  in  the  consolations 
of  religion,  and  hence,  a  pious,  rather  than  a  military  title  was  pre- 
fixed, and  in  contemplation  of  which,  we  are  led  to  exclaim: — 

"Behold  the  child  by  Nature's  kindly  law, 
Pleased  with  a  rattle,  tickled  with  a  straw; 
Some  livelier  plaything  gives  his  youth  delight, 
A  little  louder,  but  as  empty  quite. 
Scarfs,  garters,  gold,  amuse  his  riper  stage, 
And  beads  and  prayer-books  are  the  toys  of  age ; 
Pleased  with  this  bauble  still,  as  that  before, 
,  Till  tired,  he  sleeps,  and  life's  poor  play  is  o'er." 

Capt.  Joseph  Sanford  of  Berkley,  as  a  company  commander, 
performed  good  service  in  the  Patriot  Army  of  the  Revolution, 
and  Capt.  Samuel  Tubbs  of  this  town  attained  to  the  rank  and 
commission  of  Major  in  one  of  the  i 'Continental  Battalions." 


36  BRISTOL   COUNTY  m STORY. 

Here  too  lived  for  many  years,  John  Richmond,  a  soldier  under 

the  hero  of  "Lundy's  Lane,"  and  afterward  Commander  of  the 

United  States  Army,  General  Scott.    Richmond  in   one  of  the 

bloody  battles  near  the  line  of  Canada,  fought  during  the  last  war 

with  England,  received  a  gun  shot  wound,  and  carried  the  bullet 

in  his  leg  as  long  as  he  lived,  and  it  found  an  interment,  with 

him  in  the  grave.    He  was  a  pensioner  for  many  years,   having 

shed  his  blood  for  his  country,  and  carrying  honorable  scars  of  the 

conflict  for  half  a  century.    Richmond  was  equally  valiant  as  a 

"soldier  in  the  army  of  the  Lord." 

"By  their  pious  shades  we  swear, 
By  their  toils  and  perils  here, 
We  will  guard  with  jealous  care, 
Law  and  Liberty." 

The  "train  band"  of  Berkley  for  along  time  was  a  part  of  the 
Second  Regiment  of  Bristol  County,  and  furnished  that  Regiment 
with  field  officers  as  follows  :— 

Colonel. 

John  Hathaway,  from  June  9,  1778  to  1781. 

Lieut.  Colonels. 
Thomas  Gilbert  from  1755  to  1758,  when  cashiered,  John  Hatha- 
way, from  Feb.  7th,  1776,  to  June  9th,  1778,  when  promoted. 

Majors. 

Ebenezer  "Win slow  from  1762  to  his  death,  Nov.  3d,  1767:;  Tho- 
mas Gilbert,  Jr.  from  about  1771  to  Sept.  19th,  1775,  when  dis- 
missed in  accordance  with  Legislative  enactment. 

After  the  Berkley  Militia  was  transferred  to  the  Third  Regi- 
ment, the  town  was  represented  in  the  field  by  Adoniram  Crane 
as  Colonel,  from  1819  to  1823,  and  by  Adoniram  Crane  as  Major 
from  Sept.  18,  1817  to  1819. 

Abner  Burt  of  Berkley  was  Adjutant  of  the  3d  Regiment  from 
Dec.  7th,  1795  to  1810. 

Colonel  John  Hathaway  was  distinguished  as  a  patriot  in  "the 
days  that  tried  men's  souls,"  and  although  never  holding  the  com- 
mission of  a  field  officer,  save  in  the  local  militia,  (a  kind  of  home 
guard  institution) ,  was  nevertheless  on  several  occasions  called  to 
meet  the  foe  and  face  death  on  fields  of  bloody  strife ;  the  war  of 
the  Revolution  bringing  actual  conflict  to  our  very  doors. 

Those  among  us  who  then  learned  of  that  war  did  not  acquire  the 
information  from  a  book,  or  enjoy  it  in  an  easy  chair,  where,  amid 
the  fumes  of  whiskey  and  tobacco  smoke,  unbroken  silence  and 
safety  induced  speculation  upon  the  long  "quiet  on  the  Potomac," 
and  thus  ever  "snuffing  the  battle  afar  off."    No,   oh  no  for, 
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women,  yes  women  then  did  for  our  Country's  cause  what 
some  of  the  men  in  the  late  war  of  the  great  Rebellion  could  not 
be  persuaded  or  even  forced  to  perform.  The  women  of  New 
England  then,  from  force  of  circumstances  were  what  the  women 
of  the  South  came  .to  be  in  the  late  war  of  the  great  Rebellion, 
full  of  ft gM. 

From  the  several  regiments  into  which  the  local  militia  of 
Bristol  County  was  divided,  drafts  were  several  times  made  to 
serve  in  the  field;  such  drafted  men  when  united  constituting  for 
the  time  being  a  regiment. 

A  Regiment  composed  of  such  detatchments  from  the  four 
standing  Regiments  of  Bristol  County  was  stationed  in  Little 
Compton  in  1777,. and  John  Hathaway  of  Berkley  was  detailed  to 
act  as  its  Colonel.  Tradition  informs  us  that  Col.  John  Hathaway 
was  a  man  of  prayer,  and  that  while  sitting  on  horse-back  at  the 
head  of  his  command,  used  sometimes  in  an  audible  voice  to  in- 
voke the  direction,  aid  and  protection  of  the  God  of  Armies  and 
Lord  of  Hosts. 

Col.  Hathaway  doubtless  accompanied  the  Bristol  County  Bri- 
gade on  its  march  to  Warren,  R.  I.,  Dec.  8,  1776,  and  participated 
in  the  twenty-five  days  service  in  that  State,  then  by  this  Brigade 
performed. 

The  Field  Officers  and  Adjutant  of  the  Second  Regiment  at  that 
time  were : — 

*Edward  Pope  of  Dartmouth,  Colonel;  John  Hathaway  of 
Berkley,  Lieut.  Colonel;  Sylvester  Richmond  of  Dighton,  Major; 
Joshua  Hathaway  of  Freetown,  2d  Major;  Isaac  Hathaway, 
Adjutant. 

-  Col.  Hathaway  died  in  Berkley,  and  the  religious  services  of  his 
funeral  were  perormed  in  a  barn  standing  upon  his  homestead 
farm,  as  the  audience  was  too  numerous  to  be  accommodated  in  his 
house.  His  remains  are  in  the  ancient  cemetery,  and  his  grave  is 
marked  by  a  stone  bearing  an  inscription. 

.Religious  ceremony  in  those  times  was  something  more  than  a 
form;  people  worshiped  God  instead  of  meeting  houses,  and  atten- 
ded Church  for  something  better  than  to  see  and  to  show  costly 
apparel.  They  had  golden  ministers  in  wooden  pulpits  instead 
of,  as  now,  wooden  ministers  in  pulpits  of  gold.  The  sword  of 
Colonel  Hathaway,  as  an  heir  loom,  has  come  down  to  and  is  pos- 
sessed by  his  grandson,  Lieut.  John  Hathaway  Macomber  of 
Berkley. 


♦His  son,  Edward  Pope,  Jr.,  was  commissioned  Adjutant  of  this  2d  Regt.  in 
1808,  promoted  to  Junior  Major,  Sept.  24,  1S10,  Senior  Major,  1S12,  Lieut.  Col. 
Commandant  July  3d,  1815.  The  Commander  of  a  Regiment  in  the  local  mili- 
tia at  that  time  did  not  Rank  as  a  full  Colonel,  but  Lieut.  Colonel  Commandant. 
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Berkley,  be  it  ever  remembered  to  her  praise  and  honor 
was  even  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  essen- 
tially a  whig  town,  Whig  was  then  the  appellation  applied  to 
those  who,  at  the  risk  of  life,  limb  and  property,  resisted  tyranny 
even  unto  blood,  and  dared  to  claim  the  right  to  be  free,  and 
nobly  resolved  on  the  enjoyment  of  freedom,  though  to  attain  it 
they  should  be  required  to  "  beard  the  4  British  '  Lion  in  his  den." 

Tory  was  the  title  applied  to  the  cringe rs  to  royalty,  time  serv- 
ers and  sycophants,  of  whom  Berkley  had  a  few,  and  with  which 
the  adjoining  town  of  Freetown  was  literally  overrun. 

Berkley  Whigs  had  upon  the  common  erected  a  liberty  pole 
that  proved  a  great  eyesore  to  the  Tories  of  this  and  the  surround- 
ing towns,  and  so  great  was  that  annoyance  to  the  lick-spittles  of 
royalty  that  they  fitted  out  an  expidition  from  Assonet,  which, 
under  cover  of  night  proceeded  to  Berkley,  where  they  were  suc- 
cessful in  consummating  a  deed  of  darkness  by  cutting  down  and 
carrying  away  the  liberty  pole. 

This  emblem  of  Liberty  was  loaded  on  wheels  and  carted  to 
Assonet,  whereupon  one  of  the  rhy  mists  of  those  times  delivered 
himself  of: — 

The  Liberty  pole, 

They  say  is  stole, 
We  hear  some  dreadful  stories ; 

Last  Friday  night 

It  took  its  flight,  » 

And  went  among  the  Tories. 

Not  long  after,  the  Berkley  Whigs  had  an  opportunity  to  wit- 
ness the  discomforture  and  humiliation  of  the  Freetown  Tories, 
and  thus  to  be  "avenged  of  their  adversaries,"  for  on  that  ever 
memorable  Ninth  of  April,  1775,  as  Minute  Men  were  Returning 
from  the  eapture  of  Gilberts  Banditti,  bringing  a  goodly  number 
of  prisoners,  Berkley  Common  resounded  with  shouts  of  joy  like 
those  when  "the  morning  stars  sang  together,"  and  from  the  same 
class  of  people.  "Ear-piercing  life"  with  "spirit  stirring  drum" 
discoursed  "yankee  doodle"  as  these  prisoners  were  marched  to 
the  foot  of  what  to  them  was  a  terrible  cross,  the  new  liberty  pole 
in  the  place  of  that,  by  their  impious  hands  hewn  down,  dese- 
crated and  taken  away.  Here  the  Tories  with  uncovered  heads 
were  made  slowly  and  sadly,  in  single  tile,  to  pass  around  the  base 
of  the  pole,  while  the  crowd  of  spectators  observed  strict  silence, 
and  the  musicians  played  the  "Rogues'  March."  One  Toiy  too 
obstinate  to  take  off  his  hat  had  it  displaced  by  a  rap  from  the 
but  end  of  a  musket  which  did  the  business  like  the  "blow"  that 
robbed  John  Gilpin  of  his  tile,  for  like  that,  it  took  off  his  wig. 

One  of  the  few  of  the  Tory  tribe  residing  in  Berkley,  that  day 
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received  a  severe  castigation  after  the  manner  and  form  of  punish- 
ment administered  by  the  ancient  schoolmaster  who — 

"Ye  yonker's  pate, 
To  stimulate, 
Beat  ye  other  end." 

The  local  militia  of  Berkley  formed  a  part  of  the  "Coast  Guard" 
stationed  at  New  Bedford  and  Fairhaven  in  the  summer  of  1814. 

Giles  G.  Chase,  who  had  been  commissioned  to  command  one  of 
the  two  Berkley  Companies  of  standing  or  local  militia  (Sept.  27th 
1809),  led  his  command  to  the  post  of  danger  in  1814.  He  was  a 
son  of  Ezra  Chase  and  wife  Jcrusha  Gilbert,  and  was  born  Aug. 
29th,  1783.  Capt.  G.  Giles  Chase  was  quite  noted  as  a  schoolmaster, 
in  which  capacity  he  was  very  successful  in  the  "delightful  task" 
of  "rearing  the  tender  youth  and  teaching  their  young  ideas  how 
to  shoot,"  and  superintending  the  discharge  of  whose  scholastic 
duties  was  more  agreeable  to  him  than  directing  that  of  the 
musketry  of  Berkley  train  baud. 

Berkley  for  many  years  had  two  Militia  Companies.  The  names 
of  the  Captains  of  these  Companies  as  far  as  have  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  writer  were  as  follows : — 

FIRST  COMPANY. 

Nathaniel  Gilbert,  Elkanah  Babbitt,  John  Paul,Benejah  Babbitt, 
Samuel  French  from  1762;  Jedediah  Briggs,  July  1st,  1781;  Chris- 
topher Paul,  from  April  14th,  1796  to  1797;  James  Paul,  from 
April  21st,  1797;  Williams  Tobey,  from  Jan.  27th,  1804;  Samuel 
French,  from  April  25th,  1805;  Nathaniel  Staples,  from  March  31st 
1807;  Giles  G.  Chase,  from  Sept  27th,  1809;  Daniel  Burt  from 
July  25th,  1816;  Freeman  Briggs  from  June  29th,  1819;  Nathaniel 
Townsend,  from  March,  1822;  Giles  Leach  from  Sept.  9th,  1826: 
Benjamin  F.  Cornell,  from  May  28th,  1831  to  his  death,  March  20, 
1833.  Company  disbanded  by  act  of  Legislature,  April  24th, 
1840.  Had  no  Captain  for  the  last  seven  years  of  its  existence 
as  the  Company  would  not  elect  a  suitable  person. 

CAPTAINS  OF  SECOND  COMPANY. 

John  Dillingham,  from  Nov.  13,  1795;  Luther  Crane,  from  May 
1st,  1800;  Ephraim  French,  from  May  1st,  1806;  Dean  Babbitt, 
from  March  19,  1810;  Barzilla  Crane,  from  June  23, 1814;  Adoni- 
ram  Crane,  from  May  25,  1816 ;  Enoch  Babbitt,  from  May  1,  1818 ; 
John  Dean,  from  Aug.  3,1822;  Samuel  Newhall,  from  Sept.  3, 
1825  to  its  disbandment,  April  12,  1828,  when  the  militia  men  of 
which  it  had  consisted  were  made  a  part  of  the  militia  company 
commanded  by  Captain  Giles  Leach. 

The  greatest  military  displays  ever  witnessed  in  Berkley,  proba- 
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bly  were  on  the  occasion  of  two  Brigade  musters ;  the  first  on 
Berkley  Common  in  1802,  and  the  other  near  the  ancient  cemetery 
in  1828.  The.  open  space  — old  people  tell  us — was  then  much 
more  extended  at  the  "Common"  than  now,  and  must  have  been  to 
parade  the  troops  of  the  entire  county  there  and  then  assembled. 

Brigadier  General  Benjamin  Bates  of  Mansfield  was  Master  of 
Ceremonies  and  Commander  in  Chief  on  that  occasion,  and  Will- 
iam Seaver  of  Taunton,  Chief  of  Brigade  Staff. 

The  Brigade  consisted  of  the  following  commands : — 

First  Regiment  of  Infantry . — Christopher  Blanding  of  Rehoboth, 
Lieut.  Colonel  Commandant;  Abijah  Bliss  and  Jonathan  Barney, 
Majors,  and  Joseph  Kellog  of  Somerset,  Adjutant. 

Second  Regiment  of  Infantry . — Robert  Earle  of  Westport,  Lieut. 
Colonel  Commandant ;  Sylvester  Brownell  of  Westport  and  John 
Spooner  of  New  Bedford,  Majors,  and  Benjamin  Lincoln  of  New 
Bedford,  Adjutant. 

Third  Regiment  of  Infantry. — Job  Winslow  of  Dighton,  Lieut. 
Colonel  Commandant ;  Thomas  Lincoln  of  Taunton  and  John  Gil- 
more  of  Raynham,  Majors,  and  Abner  Burt  of  Berkley,  Adjutant. 

Fourth  Regiment  of  Infantry. — Lieut.  Col.  Comdt.  vacant;  John 
Williams  of  Easton,  and  Ebenezer  Bacon  of  Attleborough,  Majors, 
and  Henry  Sweet,  jr.,  Adjutant. 

Battalion  of  Cavalry. — Daniel  Gilbert  of  Mansfield,  Major,  and 
Jonathan  Chafee,  Adjutant. 

Battalion  of  Artillery. — Brien  Hall  of  Norton,  Major,  and 
William  Lane  of  Norton,  Adjutant. 

The  field  officers  of  a  Regiment  of  the  Local  Militia  of  Mass.,  at 
that  time  ranked  as  a  Lieut.  Colonel  Commandant,  with  one  senior 
Major  and  one  Junior  Major. 

At  the  Brigade  Muster  near  the  ancient  cemetery,  in  a  more 
southerly  part  of  the  town,  in  the  autumn  of  1828,  Brigadier 
General  Cromwell  Washburn,  of  Taunton,  was  in  command,  and 
his  Colonels  of  Regiments  were  as  follows : — 

*Wm.  Peck  of  Dighton  of  1st;  Lysander  Washburn  of  New 
Bedford  of  2d ;  Hervey  Harnden  of  3d ;  Ira  K.  Miller  of  Attle- 
borough of  4th,  and  Richard  Borden  of  Fall  River  of  5th. 

Battalion  of   Cavalry. — Major  Jonathan  Bliss  of  Attleborough. 

f  Battalion  of  Artillery.  —  Major  Seneca  Sanford,  of  Attle- 
borough. 

*  Sept.  11th,  1830,  Colonel  Wm.  Peck  of  Dighton  was  promoted  to  Brigadier 
General  in  place  of  Cromwell  Washburn  of  Taunton,  who  had  been  promoted  to 
Major  General  of  the  Fifth  Division,  Mass.  Militia. 

f  Consisted  of  the  Norton  and  New  Bedford  Artilery  Companies.  The  Norton 
company  was  first  organized  in  October,  1776,  and  the  New  Bedford  company, 
Aug.  12,  1794. 
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The  writer  of  this  historic  sketch  of  Berkley  was  then  a  child  of 
six  years,  and  well  remembers  going  with  his  father  to  that  muster, 
and  what,  while  being  led  by  a  parents  hand,  his  eyes  saw,  ears 
heard,  and  his  young  mind  tried  to  reason  upon  and  understand. 

WAR  OF  THE  GREAT  REBELLION. 

Benjamin  F.  Dean,  Preston  O.  Smith  and  Solomon  H.  Smith,  of 
Berkley,  enlisted  into  Company  F.,  Captain  Tripp,  in  the  29th 
Massachusetts  Infantry  (a  three  years  Regiment),  of  which  Eben- 
ezer  W.  Peirce  of  Freetown  was  the  first  Colonel.  This  Regi- 
iment  was  organized  Dec.  13th,  1861. 

Solomon  H.  Smith  died  of  disease  contracted  in  the  army  and 
was  buried  near  Boliver  heights  in  Virginia.  Preston  O.  Smith 
after  serving  out  one  enlistment,  re-enlisted  and  was  one  of  the 
best  soldiers  in  the  Regiment.  At  a  battle  before  Petersburg  in 
Virginia,  on  the  afternoon  of  June  17,  1864,  Preston  O.  Smith  was 
one  of  the  color  guard  of  the  29th  Reg.,  and  he,  with  two  color 
bearers,  and  most  part  of  the  guard,  was  killed.  Two  color  bear- 
erewere  killed  outright,  shot  dead  within  15  minutes,  and  about  18 
inches  of  the  top  part  of  the  color  and  staff  to  which  it  was  at. 
tached  cut  off  by  the  storm  of  missile  that  swept  all  before  it  as 
with  a  besom  of  destruction  in  an  avalanche  of  death.  Thomas  P. 
Burt  (the  present  town  clerk  of  Berkley) ,  also  received  a  severe 
wound  that  deprived  him  of  a  foot,  while  fighting  the  battles  of  his 
country  and  imperiling  life  and  limb  in  that  war. 

The  American  Biographical  Dictionary  credits  Berkley  with 
having  furnished  one  of  the  "men  of  the  times"  in  the  person  of 
William  Mason  Cornell,  who  was  born  in  this  town,  Oct.  16,  1802 ; 
Ordained  to  the  Gospel  ministry,  Jan.  19,  1830,  Pastor  of  Cong. 
Church. in  Woodstock,  Conn.,  from  1832  to  1834,  and  at  Quincy 
from  1834  to  1839.  Studied  medicine  and  practised  in  Boston 
author  of  some  medical  treatises,  editor  of  Journal  of  Health,  and 
Pastor  and  People ,and  Guardian  of  Health.  He  has  received  the 
degrees  of  M.  D.,  D.  D.,  and  LL.  D.  Though  a  man  of  fee- 
ble constitution  he  has  performed  a  large  amount  of  literary 
labor. 

Town  Clerks  of  Berkley. 

Abel  Burt,  from  May  12th,  1735. 
Benejah  Babbet,  from  March  15th,  1742. 
Abel  Burt  again,  from  March  14th,  1743. 
Ebenezer  Winslow,  from  March  1st,  1748. 
George  Caswell,  from  March,  1751. 
Abel  Crane,  from  March  15th,  1756. 
George  Caswell,  from  March  20th,  1758. 
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Abel  Crane,  from  March  26th,  1759. 

Capt.  Samuel  French,  from  March  17th,  1760. 

Samuel  Tobey,  Jr.,  from  March  14th,  1774. 

Capt.  Samuel  French,  from  March  22d,  1784, 

Stephen  Burt,  from  March  15th,  1790. 

John  Crane,  from  March,  1792. 

Joseph  Sanford,  from  April  6,  1795. 

Apollos  Tobey,  from  March  6th,  1797. 

Adoniram  Crane,  from  March  5th,  1810. 

Asahel  Hathaway,  from  March  13,  1826. 

Capt.  Samuel  French,  Jr.,  from  March  5th,  1827. 

Col.  Adoniram  Crane,  from  March  15th,  1830. 

Abiel  B.  Crane,  from  April  1st,  1833. 

Ephraim  French,  Jr.,  Esq.  from  March  16th,  1835. 

George  Crane,  Walter  D.  Nichols,  Nathaniel  G.  Town  send, 
Ephraim  French,  Daniel  S.  Briggs,  Thomas  Preston  Burt.  The 
last  named  is  still  in  office. 

Treasurers  of  Berkley. 
Seth  Burt,  chosen  May  12th,  1735. 
John  Crane,  March  5th,  1739. 
Seth  French,  March  14th,  1743. 
John  Crane,  March  18th,  1745. 
George  Caswell,  March  17 — . 
Stephen  Burt,  April  15,  1754. 
John  Crane,  March,  1756. 
Jacob  French,  March  20th,  1758. 
John  Crane,  March  17th,  1760, 
Stephen  Webster,  March  23d,  1761. 
Maj.  Ebenezer  "Winslow,  March  16th,  1762. 
Dea.  Ebenezer  Crane,  March,  1763. 
Stephen  Burt,  March  24th,  1766. 

Kepresentatives  to  the  General  Court. 

Abel  Burt,  chosen  Dec.  5th,  1735. 

Samuel  Tobey,  Esq.,  in  1789  and  1791. 

Apollos  Tobey,  1801— 02— 04— 05— 07— 08—11— 13— 14r— 15— 19. 

Adoniram  Crane,  1816—17—18—31—33. 

Samuel  French,  Jr.,  1825— 29— 30. 

Capt.  Barzilla  Crane,  1834. 

Thomas  Andross,  1836—37. 

Enoch  Babbet,  1840. 

Nathaniel  Townsend,  1841—42. 

Leander  Andross,  1843. 

Samuel  Newhall,  1845. 
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Ephraim  French,  1846. 

Abiel  B.  Crane,  1850.- 

Giles  L.  Leach,  1852.  « 

Walter  D.  Nichols,  1854. 

Enoch  Boise,  Jr.,  1855. 

William  S.  Crane,  1856.  '  ,     ' 

William  Babbitt,  1860. 

Abiel  B.  Crane,  Giles  L.  Leach,  William  Babbett,  1872. 

What  has  herein  been  presented  concerning  the  town  of  Berkley 
has  not  been  given  as  all  its  history,  or  even  as  the  most  important 
part  of  that  history,  but  rather  as  that  part  to  which  writers  have 
given,  and  would  perhaps  in  time  to  come  be  inclined  to  give  the 
least  attention.  The  writer  does  not  claim  completeness,  but 
simply  the  production  of  the  fragments,  without  which  no  one 
can  present  a  complete  history  of  the  locality,  that  for  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  years  has  been  incorporated  under  the  name  of 
Berkley.  These  materials  the  writer  as  a  free  gift  presents,  not  as 
cap  stones  that  shall  merit  "shouting  and  praise,"  but  such  as  the 
master  builder  of  the  town's  history  can  never  properly  ignore  or 
•  reject,  rather  crude  material  'tis  true,  unpolished  blocks,  and  un- 
hewn sketches,  roughly  drafted,  that  profitable  labor  may  be  ex- 
pended upon,  and  to  which  it  is  hoped  some  Phideas  and  Praxi- 
tiles  will  give  the  last  touches  and  finishing. 


DARTMOUTH. 

This  is  one  of  the  oldest  towns  in  the  county,  and  its  early 
extent  was  much  greater  than  at  present,  Fairhaven,  New  Bedford, 
Westport,  and  nearly  all  of  Acushnet  having  once  been  parts  of 
Dartmouth. 

Two  hundred  years  ago,  the  term,  Dartmouth,  expressed  and 
described  all  these  localities,  and  the  act  of  incorporation  making 
Dartmouth  to  be  a  town,  covered  nearly  all  now  embraced  in  each 
of  the  four  towns  and  city  named.  The  first  discovery  of  this 
section  of  countiy  by  a  white  man,  was  in  1602,  or  six  years  be. 
fore  the  earliest  European  settlement  in  Virginia,  and  eighteen 
years  in  advance  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth. 

Bartholomew  Gosnold  was  that  discoverer's  name.  He  had 
sailed  from  Falmouth  in  England,  March  26th,  1602,  on  a  voyage 
of  discovery,  and  landed  upon  the  Elizabeth  Islands.  From  those 
islands  Gosnold  crossed  the  bay  in  his  vessel,  and  found  the  mouth 
of  that  river,  on  the  west  bank  of  which,  the  city  of  New  Bedford 
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now  stands,  but  then  covered  with  flowery  meadows  and  stately 
groves,  owned  and  occupied  by  Indian  natives,  who  met  the  Euro- 
pean explorer,  and  with  courteous  kindness  sought  to  ^entertain 
him.  Fathers,  mothers  and  children,  all  were  there,  and  all 
equally  desirous  to  gratify  their  curiousity  in  looking  at  the 
strange  beings  from  where,  up  or  down,  the  heights  of  air,  or 
depths  of  the  sea,  no  one  of  them  could  possibly  tell.  A  "great 
show"  did  Gosnold  and  his  followers  prove  to  be  in  the  estimate 
of  the  red  men,  the  eyes  of  the  copper-colored  squaws,  and  won- 
dering gaze  of  the  papooses.  And  they  evidently  felt  that  'twas 
little  too  good  a  thing  to  look  at  gratis,  and  so  they  brought  the 
skins  of  wild  beasts,  turtles,  hemp  and  artificial  strings  as  en" 
trance  fees,  or  to  pay  for  their  privilege  of  going  to  the  greatest  of 
shows.  They  wanted  to  pay  Gosnold  and  his  men  for  being  so 
funny  looking,  and  for  dressing  so  singularly.  Perhaps  that  they 
thought  the  style  of  their  apparel  was  as  unusual  to  themselves  as 
to  the  red  men,  and  gotten  up  for  the  occasion  expressly  to  amuse 
Indians. 

Gosnold  did  not  remain  long,  but  loaded  his  vessel  with  sasa- 
fras  root  and  furs,  and  on  the  17th  of  June  set  sail  for  England. 

The  Indian  name  for  Dartmouth  was  Apponnaganset. 

That  part  of  Dartmouth  that  became  New  Bedford,  in  the  In- 
dian tongue,  was  Accushnet;  Fair  Haven  portion  was  Scon ticut, 
and  "Westport,  Acoaxet. 

In  one  of  the  earliest  attempts  of  the  white  men  to  acquire  a 
title  to  "terra  firma,"  or  soil,  in  Dartmouth,  "Big  Indian"  was 
induced  to  part  with  and  sell  a  portion  of  his  birthright  for,  and 
in  consideration  of  30  yards  of  cloth,  8  moose  skins,  15  axes,  15 
hoes,  15  pair  of  breeches,  8  blankets,  2  kettles,  1  cloak,  2  pounds  in 
wampum,  8  pair  of  stockings,  8  pair  of  shoes,  1  iron  pot,  and  10 
shillings  in  another  commodity.  Had  that  commodity  been  a  horse , 
perhaps  like  mad  Richard  of  the  play,  the  Indian  chief  would  have 
consented  to  part  with  his  entire  domain.  To  prepare  the  early 
English  settlers  for  defence,  they  were  required  to  be  drilled  by 
proper  officers  in  the  use  of  fire  arms,  and  hence  in  1667  we  find 
the  following  order  to  have  been  issued  from  the  colonial  court. 
"Sergeant  James  Shaw  and  Arthur  Hatherway  are  appointed  by 
the  Court  to  exercise  the  men  in  arms,  in  the  town  of  Dartmouth.' 

The  same  year  John  Cooke  was  empowered  to  unite  people  in 
the  contract  of  marriage,  and  also  to  administer  oaths  to  any  wit- 
ness for  the  trial  of  a  case. 

June  8,  1664,  was  the  date  at  which  the  colonial  court  conferred 
an  act  of  incorporation  on  Dartmouth,  that  henceforth  became,  and 
for  more  than  two  hundred  and  eleven  years  has  continued  to  be  a 
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town,  though  New  Bedford,  one  of  its  children,  has  arrived  to  the 
distinction  and  station  of  a  city. 

In  1673  those  inhabitants  of  Dartmouth  able  to  bear  arms,  were 
sufficiently  numerous  to  form  a  Lieutenant's  company,  but  not 
enough  to  constitute  a  Captain's  command,  and  hence  we  find 
"1673,  March  4,  John  Smith  of  Dartmouth  is  appointed  to  be  a 
Lieutenant  of  the  military  company  of  Dartmouth,  and  Jacob 
Mitchell  to  be  ensign  bearer  of  the  said  company."  (See  Book  V, 
page  96,  Court  Kecords) . 

-  It  used  to  be  the  form  of  warning  militia  men  for  military  duty, 
to  notify  them  to  appear  at  their  colors  at  a  specified  time  and 
place,  and  these  exercises  at  Dartmouth  probably  commenced  by  a 

"Rally  around  the  flag." 

ill  the  hands  of  ensign  bearer  Jacob  Mitchell. 

Those  persons  residing  in  Dartmouth,  and  who  as  early  as  the 
,29th  of  May,  1670,  had  been  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the  colony,     > 
were  John  Cooke,  John  Russell,  James  Shaw,  Arthur  Hathaway, 
William  Spooner,  Samuel  Hickes  and  William  Palmer. 

Dartmouth  was  first  represented  in  the  colonial  legislature  or 
court  of  New  Plymouth  by  John  Russell  in  1665,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  years,  viz. :  1666  and  1673,  continued  to  represent 
that  town1  until  1683.  In  1666,  1673  and  1686,  John  Cooke  was  the 
representative  or  "Deputy"  as  such  officers  were  then  called,  and 
in  1685  Joseph  Tripp,  1689  and  1690  Seth  Pope. 

Ralph  Russell  established  an  iron-forge,  (or  bloomary,  as  then 
called),  in  Dartmouth,  at  a  place  still  bearing  the  name  of  "Rus- 
sell's Mills."  Ralph  Russell  came  from  Pontypool  in  Monmouth- 
shire, England,  and  as  early  as  1652,  he,  with  James  and  Henry 
Leonard  set  up  the  first  extensive  iron  works  in  America.  These 
iron  works  they  located  in  what  was  then  Taunton ,  now  Raynham. 
Ralph  Russell  and  both  the  Leonards  appear  to  have  tarried  for  a 
time  in  Braintree,  Mass.,  but  were  induced  to  remove  from  the 
"Bay  Colony,"  to  that  of  "New  Plymouth,"  in  consideration  of 
encouragement  offered  them  by  the  town  of  Taunton,  that  by  vote 
decided  as  follows :  "Imprimis.  It  was  agreed  and  granted  by  the 
town  to  the  said  Henry  Leonard  and  James  Leonard  his  brother, 
and  Ralph  Russell,  free  consent  to  come  hither  and  join  with  cer- 
tain of  our  inhabitants  to  set  up  a  bloomary-work  on  the  Two  Mile 
River." 

Ralph  Russell  moved  to  Dartmouth  as  before  stated. 

Henry  Leonard  did  not  remain  long  at  Taunton  but  removed  to 
New  Jersey.  James  Leonard  continued  at  Taunton  and  became 
the  ancestor  of  the  very  respectable  families  of  that  sir  name,  who 
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have  lived  and  still  continue  to  reside  there.  Such  was  the  love  of 
King  Philip  for  James  Leonard  of  Taunton,  that  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  in  1675,  the  chieftain  gave  strict  orders  to  all  his 
Indian  followers  and  subjects  never  to  hurt  the  Leonards. 

Not  so  however,  with  the  Russells  at  Dartmouth,  for  they 
strengthened  their  dwelling  and  made  it  a  garrison,  hung 

"out  the  banner  on  the  outer  wall," 
for  concerning  the  Indians  in  war  paint  there  menacing  the  people 
the  cry  was 

"Still  they  come." 

Russell's  garrison  was  near  the  head  of  Apponeganset  River. 
The  cellar  of  Russell's  garrison  remained  until  within  the  memory 
of  some  yet  living,  and  some  marks  are  still  discernable.  It  was 
near  the  site  of  this  garrison  that  the  English  forces  met  quite  a 
number  of  Indian  prisoners  that  had  surrendered  themselves  on 
the  terms  promised  by  Captain  Eels  of  the  garrison,  and  Ralph 
Earl,  who  persuaded  them  to  come  in,  by  a  friendly  Indian  whom 
he  employed,  and  yet  notwithstanding  the  promises  made,  and  in 
consideration  of  which  promises  the  Indians  surrendered,  the  lat- 
ter were,  by  order  of  the  "higher  powers,"  that  one  would  think 
were  of  the  devil  instead  of  God,  carried  away  to  Plymouth,  there 
"sold  and  transported  out  of  the  country,  being  about  eight  score 
persons." 

King  Philip  the  pagan  savage  religiously  kept  his  promises,  but 
Plymouth  colony  christian  authorities,  ignored  their's  entirely. 

"Indulge,  my  native  land,  indulge  a  tear,  * 

That  steals  impassioned  o'er  a  nation's  doom, 

To  me  such  twig  of  Adam's  stock  is  near, 
And  sorrows  fall  upon  an  Indian's  tomb." 

Besides  Russell's  garrison  there  was  also  one  on  the  east  side  of 
Acushnet  River,  at  a  short  distance  from  the  Isle  of  Marsh.  The 
location  of  this  is  discernible,  and  in  our  reflections  concerning 
these  footprints  of  a  former  and  distant  age,  we  are  led  to  exclaim, 
"Cursed  is  he  that  removeth  the  ancient  landmark,  and  let  all  the 
people  say  amen." 

In  the  time  of  the  "Old  French  War"  1745,  Dartmouth  was  head- 
quarters of  the  Second  Regiment  of  the  local  militia*  of  the  county, 
Samuel  "Willis  of  Dartmouth,  (that  part  now  New  Bedford) ,  being 
Colonel. 

Colonel  Willis  was  legitimately  descended  from  a  military  as  well 
as  a  literary  stock,  men  who  wielded  both  pens  and  swords  as  if 
they  were  made  expressly  for  the  occupations,  instead  of  the  occu- 
pations for  the  men. 

Col.  Willis  was  descended  from  that  brave  "trooper"  in  King 
Philip's  war,  Coinfon  Willis,  of  Bridgewater,  whose  remarkable 
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diary  is  the  foundation  of  much  of  the  minute  and  particular 
now  known  concerning  the  conflict.  1675  saw  Comfort  Willis 
prominently  engaged  in  behalf  of  his  country,  wielding  adroitly 
pen  and  sword,  each  mightily,  both  successfully,  and  1745  seventy 
years  later,  beheld  his  grandson  Samuel,  at  the  head  of  Bristol 
county's  Second  Regiment,  then  embracing  the  local  militia  of 
what  is  now  Berkley,  Dartmouth,  Dighton,  Fairhaven,  Freetown, 
New  Bedford,  Westpori,  Little  Compton,  Tiverton,  and  nearly  all 
of  what  is  now  Acushnet  and  Fall  River. 

In  the  civil  as  well  as  military  list,  was  Colonel  Willis  promi- 
nent, holding  as  he  did  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  the  county  of  Bristol.  Colonel  Samuel  Willis  was  born 
in  Bridgewater  in  1688,  and  died  in  Dartmouth  (now  New  Bed- 
ford), Oct.  3,  1763.  His  remains  were  interred  in  the  ancient 
cemetery  at  Acushnet,  the  grave  being  marked  by  a  mural  monu- 
ment upon  the  freestone  slab  of  which  is  engraved: 

"In  memory  of  Col.  Samuel  Willis,  Esq.,  who  departed  this  life 
Oct.  3d,  1763,"  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age." 

The  family  mansion  of  Col.  Willis,  formerly  occupied  the  spot 
where  now  stands  the  house  of  the  late  John  Avery  Parker,  on 
County  street,  New  Bedford. 

In  the  "Old  French  War,"  when  volunteers  did  not  come  for- 
ward in  sufficient  numbers  to  meet  the  demands,  drafts  were  made 
from  the  local  militia  at  home.  The  following  is  a  true  copy  of 
one  of  Col.  Willis'  orders  requiring  a  draft : 

Bristol  ss.  Pursuant  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor's  warrant 
to  me  directed. — You  are  hereby  required  forthwith  to  impress  for 
His  Majesty's  service  on  the  Eastern  Frontier,  three  able-bodied, 
effective  men  out  of  your  company  of  militia,  and  see  that  you  have 
them  at  ye  dwelling  house  of  Lieut.  Lot  Strange  in  Freetown,  on 
Wednesday  ye  30th  of  July  instant,  at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  fore- 
noon. For  which  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant.  Make  due 
return  with  your  doings  hereinunto  myself  or  order,  given  under 
my  hand  and  seal  at  Dartmouth,  the  17th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1746. 

SAMUEL  WILLIS,  Colo." 

"P.  S.  The  soldiers  to  be  raised  and  that  were  to  meet  at  Mr. 
Salsbury's,  you  are  to  bring  with  you  at  time  and  place  above  men- 
tioned, there  with  them  muse  be  had." 

The  foregoing  order  was  directed  to  the  commander  of  a  com- 
pany of  the  local  militia  in  Little  Compton,  and  in  case  of  his 
absence  from  home  to  be  delivered  to  his  Lieutenant,  James  Peirce, 
and  probably  such  as  were  sent  to  the  commanders  of  the  local 
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militia  of  other  towns  lying  within  the  geographical  limits  of  the 
Second  .Regiment. 

Ebenezer  Willis,  (a  son  of  Col.  Samuel  Willis),  was  captain  of 
a  company  of  the  local  militia  in  Dartmouth,  in  the  time  of  the 
"French  and  Indian  War,"  ten  yearsjlater  than  that  called  the  "Old 
French  War." 

In,  or  about  1777,  Capt.  Ebenezer  Willis  was  promoted  to  major 
of  the  regiment  of  which  his  father  had  formerly  been  Colonel. 

A  tomb  stone  in  Acushnet  cemetery  bears  the  following : — 

"  Major  Ebenezer  Willis,  died  Nov.  7th,  1809,  aged  83  years  and 
4  days." 

He  must  have  been  born  Nov.  3d.  1726.  Adjacent  are  stones 
with  these  inscriptions : — 

"  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Major  Ebenezer  Willis,  died  Aug.  9th,  1807, 
in  her  79th  year. 

Samuel,  son  of  Major  Ebenezer  and  Elizabeth  Willis,  died  at  sea, 
March  6th,  1805." 

The  last  named,  Samuel  Willis,  was,  perhaps,  identical  with  the 
Samuel  Willis  appointed  by  Col.  George  Claghornas  Adjutant  of 
this  same  Second  Regiment  when  it  was  re-organized  to  meet  the 
emergencies  growing  out  of  "Shay's  Rebellion,"  the  country  being 
in  turmoil  and  commotion,  and  men's  hearts  failing  them  through 
fear  and  terrible  looking  for  what  was  to  come.  *Col.  Claghorn 
was  Naval  Constructor  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  ("Old  Iron- 
sides") ,  and  builder  of  the  first  American  whaler  that  doubled 
Cape  Horn  and  obtained  a  cargo  of  oil  in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  Second  Regiment,  at  the  reorganization  above  noticed,  was 
officered  as  follows  and  at  the  dates  given. 

Field  Officers: — Geo.  Claghorn,  of  New  Bedford,  Colonel,  July 
10th,  1788 ;  Benjamin  Weaver,  of  Freetown,  Lieut.  Col.,  July  10th, 
1788;  Robert  Earl,  of  Westport,  Major,  July  10th,  1788;  Samuel 
Willis,  Adjutant,  Oct.  15th,  1788:  William  Almy,  of  Westport, 
Quartermaster. 

The  local  militia  of  Dartmouth  in  1781,  was  re-organized  by 
commissioning  officers  as  follows :  It  will  be  observed  that  Dart- 
mouth at  that  date  suffered  no  diminution  in  territory,  and  these 
officers  were  also  for  the  locations  known  as  Acushnet,  Fairhaven, 
New  Bedford  and  Westport,  as  well  as  what  is  now  Dartmouth. 

Captains: — George  Claghorn,  Gamaliel  Bryant,  Thomas  Cook, 
Robert  Earl,  Henry  Jenney,  John  Phillips,  Elisha  Gifford,  Icha- 
bod  Brownell,  Josiah  Booth. 


*Note.  The  frigate  Constitution  was  lauched  in  Sept.  1797.  The  American 
Whaler  alluded  to  was  the  ship  Rebekah,  built  in  Dartmouth,  now  New  Bedford, 
and  launched  in  March  1785.  Col.  Claghorn,  poor  and  broken  hearted,  spent  his 
lastyears  in  an  obscure  and  unfrequented  part  of  Behoboth. 
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Lieutenants:—  Charles  Church,  Amos  Simmons,  Obed  Cush- 
man,  Sylvester  Brownell,  Elisha  Cushman,  Elisha  Parker,  William 
Wilcox,  Ephraim  Wilcox,  Edward  Thurber. 

2d.  Lieut.: — John  Sherman,  Jesse  Keen,  Benjamin  Babcock, 
John  Hix,  James  Kempton,  Benjamin  Blossom,  Josiah  Taber, 
John  Tibit, Washburn. 

These  nine  companies,  of  which  the  local  militia  of  Dartmouth 
was  then  composed,  were  a  part  of  the  Second  Regiment,  and  the 
field  officers  made  to  consist  of— 

Manasseh  Kempton,  of  Dartmouth,  Colonel;  Joseph  Durfee, 
of  Freetown,  Lieut.  Col.;  George  Claghorn,  of  Dartmouth,  Major, 

Names  of  Dartmouth  gentlemen  who  held  the  commissions  of 
field  officers  in  the  Second  Regiment : 

COLONELS. 

Samuel  Willis,  from  174-  to  about  1754. 

'Edward  Pope,  from  Feb.  7th,  1776  to  1778. 

Manasseh  Kempton,  from  July  1st,  1781  to  1788.. 
* 
1 

LIEUT.   COLONEL.       . 

Henry  H.  Crapo,  from  1831  to  1834. 


MAJORS. 

■''••■' 

Zacheus  Tobey,  from  1762  to  about  1771. 

Ebenezer  Willis,  from  177-  to  Sept.  1775. 

Manasseh  Kempton,  from  June  8th,  1778  to  July  1st,  1781. 

George  Claghorn,  from  July  1st,  1778  to  July  1st,  1781. 

Henry  Smith,  from  June  2d,  1807. 

Jesse  W.  Nichols,  from  July  28th,  1827  to  1830. 

Henry  H.  Crapo,  from  July  10,  1830  to  1831. 

The  religionists  of  this  town  have  chiefly  been  Friends  or  Quak- 
ers. A  monthly  meeting  of  this  sect  was  established  here  at  an 
early  period,  and  in  1699  their  first  meeting  house  was  built. 
They  were  numerous  and  influential,  and  at  one  time  composed  a 
very  considerable  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  but  their 
palmiest  days  long  since  passed,  for  in  1807  it  was  in  truth  said  of 
them, : — 

"  The  number  of  the  Quakersis  probably  diminishing,  and  many 
are  driven  from  their  society  by  the  strictness  of  their  discipline. ,J 

At  one  time  there  were  within  the  ancient  limits  of  Dartmouth, 
fourteen  meetings  of  Friends  or  Quakers,  and  located  as  follows : 
Two  at  Apponegansct,  one  each  at  Smith's  Neck,  Allen's  Neck, 
two  at  Smith's  Mills,  two  in  Westport,  two  in  New  Bedford,  and 
one  each  at  Acushnet,  Long  Plain,  aud  Fairhayen. 
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These  were  divided  into  three  monthly  meetings.  In  1849  these 
numbered  825  members,  of  which  202  resided  in  Dartmouth,  445 
in  New  Bedford,  and  178  in  Westport. 

A  Calvanistic  Baptist  church  and  society  once  existed  in  that 
part  of  Dartmouth  now  called  Hixes.  A  very  strong  minded, 
clear  headed,  but  eccentric  man  named  Daniel  Hix  was  the  pastor 
of  that  Calvanistic  Baptist  Church.  The  church  numbered  a  great 
many  members,  and  Mr.  Hix  was  remarkably  influential.  Among 
his  flock,  "he  spoke  as  one  having  authority,"  and  they  regarded 
him  with  a  love  mingled  with  awe.  Potent  was  Daniel  Hix  in 
that  church,  and  among  that  worshiping  congregation,  as  veiy  sin- 
gular events  most  fully  served  to  show.  In  1805  this  minister  and 
a  few  brethren  attended  a  religious  meeting  in  the  easterly  part 
of  Freetown,  then  called  "the  Furnace  neighborhood,"  attracted 
thither  by  the  fame  of  Rev.  Elias  Smith.  Smith  was  there,  and  so 
great  was  the  number  assembled  to  listen  to  him  that  no  house 
was  large  enough  to  shelter  them,  and  hence  the  religious  services 
were  performed  in  an  orchard-  In  brief,  Daniel  Hix  was  made  a 
convert  to  the  doctrines  proclaimed  by  Smith,  and  so  great  was  the 
influence  of  the  former  over  the  Calvanistic  Church  in  Dartmouth, 
that  this  religious  body  numbering  more  than  four  hundred  souls 
ere  long  followed  their  pastor  in  his  "new  departure,"  all  save 
four  persons,  and  thus  was  formed  the  "first  Christian  Church"  in 
Dartmouth. 

Rev.  Daniel  Hix  was  born  in  Rehoboth,  Nov.  30,  1755,  died  in 
Dartmouth,  March  21st  1838,  in  the  59th  year  of  his  ministry. 
Hix  Village  in  Dartmouth  received  its  name  in  honor  of  this  ec- 
centric man. 

The  writer  of  this  historic  sketch  in  his  early  youth  heard  Elder 
Daniel  Hix  preach  on  several  different  occasions. 

On  the  14th  day  of  October,  1833,  (about  forty-two  years  since), 
the  militia  of  Dartmouth  were  for  the  last  time  brought  out  for 
regimental  review,  inspection  and  discipline.  The  train  bands  of 
Dartmouth  at  that  date  were  organized  as  three  companies  of  in- 
fantry, of  which  the  following  are  correct  rolls : — 

Capt.  Pullen's  Company. 

Simeon  P.  Pnllen,  Captain,  Joseph  Crapo,  Lieut.;  George  W. 
Stowell,  Ensign;  David  Crapo,  Sergeant. 

Private  Soldiers: — Joseph  Wilbur,  Perry  Laphani,  Paul  Ricket- 
son, Apollos  Ricketson,  William  Smith,  Benjamin  Ricketson, 
Shadrach  Ricketson,  Thos.  Rowland,  2d,  John  Slocum,  Rowland 
Rowland,  Humphrey  Tucker.  Joseph  Cornell,  Wm.  B.  Mason, 
Jacob  Howland,  Obadiah  Hoxie,  Frank  Smalley,  Isaiah  Smalley, 
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Albert  Anthony,  Stephen  Anthony,  Joseph  Warren,  Lowell  Bart- 
lett,  Geo.  Homer,  Dan  Homer,  J.  M.  Babbitt,  Henry  Snow,  Nathan 
Chase,  Thacher  Thomas,  Henry  Howland,  2d,  T.  E.  Sanford,  Abra- ' 
ham  Eldridge,  Charles  Mathews,  2d,  Daniel  Cary,  Thomas  Cary, 
Allen  Studley,  Alfred  Studley,  Josiah  Mathews,  Thomas  Lapham, 
James  Akin,  2d,  Thomas  S.  Bailey,  Lebeus  Washburn,  Leander 
Haskins,  Edward  Haskins,  Osmon  Potter,  Jerome  Thomas,  Hum- 
phrey Sherman,  2d,  Joseph  Tucker,  Davis  Gilford,  Geo.  Stowell, 
John  Blane,  Freeman  Stowell,  Walter  Briggs,  Eodolphus  Snell, 
Isaac  Allen,  Allen  Haskins,  Abishai  Reynolds,  Joshua  Baker, 
Nicholas  Lapham,  Alonzo  Mathews,  Isaiah  Thacher,  Thos.  J. 
Weeks,  David  Crapo,  Henry  Howland,  Alvin  Sherman,  John 
Sherman,  William  Sherman,  Charles  Briggs,  Michael  Baker,  Hum- 
phrey Sherman,  Charles  W.  Baker,  Wm.  Howland,  Earzilla  Her- 
vey,  Benjamin  Wilcox,  Benjamin  Cummins,  James  O.  Grinnell, 
Abraham  Butts,  Rodney  Durfee,  Benjamin  H.  Smith,  Pardon  Al- 
my, Leonard  Sherman,  Thacher  Smith,  Joel  Mosher,  Prince  Sears, 
David  Wardell,  Avery  Curby,  Rodney  Howland,  Leonard  Smith, 
James  Aiken,  Jonathan  Aiken,  Charles  Wilcox,  Allen  Wilcox, 
Wm.  Wing,  Jr.,  Daniel  Jennings,  Edward  P.  Almy,  Christopher 
Almy,  Wm.  Cummings,  2d,  Stephen  Brownell,  Nathaniel  H.  How- 
land, Warren  Sisson,  Israel  Cornell,  Humphrey  Davis,  Job  Rus- 
sell, Perry  Gilford,  Peleg  Gilford,  William  Anthony,  Benjamin  R. 
Nichols,  James  H.  Howland,  Moody  Sears,  Dan  P.  Rice,  Paul  Gif- 
ford,  John  W.  Howland,  James  T.  Slocum,  Ezekiel  Harding,  Sam- 
uel Crowell,  Obed  Sherman,  Russell  Akin,  John  Macomber,  Bar- 
ker Cushman,  Stephen  Sherman,  Elihu  Gifford,  Humphrey  Rey- 
nolds, Leonard  Ashley,  Daniel  Stowell,  Jr.,  Weston  Briggs,  John 
Briggs,  Stephen  Wood,  Peter  Crapo,  Charles  Godley,  John  Gillis, 
Elisha  S.  Crapo,  Holder  W.  Brownell,  Pardon  Peirce,  Jonathan 
Curby,  Elihu  Briggs,  Charles  Hayer,  Caleb  Miller,  Elijah  Smith, 
Henry  Tucker,  2d,  Samuel  Johnson,  Thomas  Reynolds,  and  Obed 
Cushmam 

Capt.  Millard's  Company. 

Gilbert  Millard,  Captain;  Grafton  G.  Phillips,  Lieut.;  Benjamin 
Wilson,  Ensign;  Edmund  Munroe,  Philip  Collins,  John  Andrews, 
Jr.,  and  Abiel  D.  Collins,  Sergeants;  Joel  P.  Rogers,  William  F. 
Andrews,  Samuel  W.  Weaver,  and  William  Cornell,  Jr.  Corporals; 
Edward  Russell,  Musician.  Private  Soldiers: — William  Moshier, 
Samuel  Wilkey,  Stephen  Andrews,  2d,  Isaac  Reed,  William  Peck- 
ham,  Sarbinus  Pool,  Abiel  Jones,  Philip  Cowin,  Daniel  Russell, 
Jonathan  De  Moranville,  Leonard  Rogers,  Shadrach  Davis,  Jr., 
Ebenezer  Andrews,  Luther  Chase,  Jacob  Reed,  Samuel  Cowin, 
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Samuel  E.  Francis,  Thomas  Collins,  Jr.,  John  Ellis,  Daniel  Dris- 
coll,  Danforth  Hathaway,  Win.  Butts,  John  Jones,  Jireh  Reed, 
Wm.  Gifford,  Jacob  Pool,  Gideon  Butts,  Levi  Sanson,  Abraham 
A.  Allen,  Abiel  Jones,  Jr.,  Butman  Collins,  Isaac  W.  Rogers, 
Abiel  Snell,  Michael  Reynolds,  Jr.,  Stephen  Ashley,  Nathaniel 
Haskell,  Edward  Peets,  Thomas  W.  Bisbey,  Win.  Reynolds,  Jr., 
Reuben  Rogers,  Ralph  E.  Gardner,  Henry  Rider,  Jason  Phillips, 
Perry  Peckham,  Samuel  Wheeler,  John  Terry,  Abiel  Briggs,-Wm. 
Allen,  Richard  Ashley,  Wm.  Pitsley,  Levi  Russell,  Harry  Russell, 
Allen  Collins,  Joseph  Borden,  Joshua  B.  Rotch,  Thomas  Hatha- 
way, Thomas  J.  Lee,  Peleg  Russell,  Silvanus  Allen,  Abner  Reed, 
Thacher  Nickerson,  Richard  Winslow,  Jonathan  Pierce,  George 
Peckham,  Malachi  H.  White,  and  David  Millard. 

Capt.  Allen's  Company. 

Samuel  P.  Allen,  Captain;  Stephen  Gifford,  Lieut.;  Isaac  Mosh- 
ier, Ensign;  Lemuel  Moshier,  Sergeant.  Private  Soldiers: — 
Abram  S.  T.  Maxfield,  Allen  Chase,  Albert  Booth,  Abraham  Gif- 
ford, Barker  L.  Allen,  Calvin  W.  Lincoln,  Collins  S.  Maxfield, 
David  W.  Maxfield,  Ezra  Little,  Frederic  Tripp,  Gideon  Moshier, 
Jr.,  George  W.  Peckham,  Hiram  Whalon,  Holder  Sabins,  Isaac  P. 
Baker,  Hiram  Reed,  Isaac  P.  Moshier,  John  Faunce,  John  Wha- 
lon, James  Tripp,  Jeremiah  Chase,  Lemuel  Barker,  2d,  Leonard 
Nickerson,  Melatiah  Hathaway,  Philip  Reed,  Robert  Potter,  Silas 
Sherman,  Stephen  Reed,  Samuel  Francis,  Taber  Gifford,  Thomas 
Gifford,  Weston  Cornell,  Warren  Gifford,  William  Gifford,  Will- 
iam Wrightenton  and  Noah  Mosher. 

Recapitulation.  Capt.  PullaVs  Company:  1  Captain,  1  Lieut., 
1  Ensign,  1  Sergeant  and  141  private  soldiers.    Total,  145. 

Capt.  31illard's  Company:  1  Captain,  1  Lieut.,  1  Ensign,  4 
Sergeants,  4  Corporals,  1  Musician  and  66  private  soldiers.  Total, 
78. 

Capt.  Allen's  Company:  1  Captain,  1  Lieut.,  1  Ensign,  1  Ser- 
geant, and  36  private  soldiers.    Total,  40. 

Grand  Total  of  the  Dartmouth  militia  Oct.  14th,  1833,  =  263. 

Henry  H.  Crapo  of  New  Bedford,  (but  then  recently  of  Dart- 
mouth), was  Lieut.  Colonel,  commanding  the  2d  Regiment  of  2d 
Brigade,  5th  Division,  on  the  occasion  of  the  review  and  inspection 
noticed,  as  it  was  to  this  2d  Regiment  that  Dartmouth  militia  be- 
longed. Lt.  Col.  Crapo  was  promoted  to  Colonel,  March  1st, 
1834.  He  removed  to  Michigan,  of  which  state  he  became  the 
governor. 

When  Henry  H.  Crapo  was  Col.  of  the  2d  Regiment,  in  the  2d 
Brigade,  5th  Division,  Mass.  Militia,   David  Sylvester  was   his 
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Lieut.  Colonel,  Stephen  W.  Taber,  Major,  and  Abner  C.  Brownell 
Adjutant,  all  of  New  Bedford. 

The  writer  of  this  historic  sketch  of  the  ancient  and  time  hon- 
ored town  of  Dartmouth  copied  these  inspection  rolls  of  the  local 
militia  of  that  town,  from  the  official  returns  of  the  muster  Octo- 
ber 14,  1833,  hence  they  can  be  relied  on  as  correctly  representing 
the  names  and  the  numbers  of  the  militia  of  Dartmouth,  forty-two 
years  since,  on  the  occasion  when  said  militia  were  for  the  last 
time  brought  out  for  inspection,  review,  and  discipline. 


DIGHTON. 

This  town  was  incorporated,  May  30th.  1712,  before  which  date 
it  had  been  a  part  of  the  township  of  Taunton.  That  portion  of 
the  present  town  of  Berkley  lying  between  Taunton  and  Assonet 
Rivers,  and  called  "Assonet  Neck,*'  was  included  within  the  original 
bounds  of  Dighton,  detached  from  Taunton  and  made  to  consti- 
tute a  part  of  Dighton  by  the  provisions  of  that  act  of  incorpora- 
tion, "Assonet  Neck"  thus  continued  to  form  a  part  of  Dighton 
not  only  until  the  incorporation  of  Berkley,  (April  18th,  1735) 
but  until  Feb.  26th,  1799,  or  almost  87  years. 

Dighton  in  its  present  limits  is  bounded  northerly  by  Rehoboth 
and  Taunton,  easterly  by  Taunton  and  Berkley,  southerly  by  Swan- 
sea and  Somerset,  and  westerly  by  Swansea  and  Rehoboth,  and  by 
common  carriage  road  or  public  highway,  is  about  43  miles  from 
Boston. 

The  name  Dighton  was  conferred  as  a  token  of  respect  "for  the 
numerous  and  eminent  virtues  of  Francis,  the  wife  Richard  Will- 
iams, her  maiden  name  having  been  Francis  Dighton.  She  was  a 
sister  of  Catharine,  the  wife  of  Governor  Thomas  Dudley,  and 
mother  of  Gov.  Joseph  and  Judge  Paul  Dudley. 

Francis  Dighton,  as  the  wife  of  Richard  Williams,  became  the 
mother  of  the  large  and  respected  family  of  Williams* at  Taunton. 

No  other  of  the  numerous  towns  of  this  Commonwealth  was  or 
has  ever  been  named  for  a  woman ;  we  will  not  say  "lady,"  as 
that  term  in  this  country  has,  by  abuse,  come  to  signify  nothing,  or 
if  it  does,  is  rather  that  expressing  questionable  qualities,  a  syno- 
nym of  sly  reproach,  and  in  a  land  where  no  man  is  a  "lord,"  how 
can  the  women  be  "ladies?*' 

Richard  Williams  and  Francis,  his  wife,  were  such  beings  as  the 
great  Creator  made  when  "in  the  image  of  God  made  he  him ;  male 
and  female  created  he  them." 
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"When  Adam  dug  and  Eve  span, 
TVho  was  then  the  gentleman  ?" 

Ancient  Taunton  included  several  purchases  made  of  the  Indians, 
the  first  of  which  was  called  the  "Teticjuet  purchase,"  and  em- 
braced the  teritory  of  the  present  city  of  Taunton  and  town  of 
Raynham,  with  most  of  Berkley.  This  purchase  was  effected  in 
163G. 

Thirty-one  years  after  a  second  purchase  was  made,  called  the 
"North  purchase,"  and  this  was  what  subsequently  became  Nor- 
ton, Easton  and  Mansfield.  In  1672  a  third  purchase  was  made 
called  the  "South  Purchase,"  the  bounds  of  which  were  identical 
with  the  present  limits  of  Digliton. 

On  the  12th  day  of  Nov.,  1677  was  bought  what  is  called  "Assonet 
Neck,"  and  this  was  in  July,  1682  annexed  to  Taunton,  that  thus 
came  to  consist  of  five  separate  and  distinct  purchases,  made  at 
different  times  during  a  period  of  forty  years. 

The  South  Purchase  remained  a  part  of  Taunton  from  1672  to 
1712,  a  period  of  about  forty  years.  Assonet  Neck  was  a  part  of 
Taunton  from  July  1682  to  1712,  or  about  thirty  years.* 

On  the  30th  of  May  1712  the  South  Purchase  and  Assonet  Neck 
were  by  legislative  enactment  detached  from  Taunton,  and  incor- 
porated as  a  new  and  distinct  town  under  the  name  of  Dighton. 

The  territory  of  Dighton  for  a  few  years  immediately  preceding 
this  act  of  incorporation  had  been  a  precinct  or  parish  in  Taunton, 
and  known  as  the  South  Precinct. 

June  1710,  Rev.  Nathaniel  Fisher  received  a  call  to  become  the 
pastor  of  the  people  of  this  precinct.  That  call  he  accepted  and 
here  preached  about  fifty  years,  proving  himself  a  good  man  and  a 
worthy  minister  of  the  gospel.  Rev.  Mr.  Fisher  was  a  native  of 
some  one  of  the  towns  in  Norfolk  county,  Mass.,  and  a  graduate  of 
Harvard  University  in  1706.  Doubtless  his  mortal  remains  found 
a  final  resting  place  in  Dighton,  but 

"Not  a  stone  tells  where  he  lies." 

though  stones  bearing  still  legible  inscriptions  mark  the  graves  of 
his  wife  and  two  of  their  children. 

Rev.  John  Smith  was  the  immediate  successor  of  Mr.  Fisher. 
He  was  a  native  of  Plainfield,  Conn.,  and  preached  in  Dighton  not 
far  from  thirty  years,  and  removing  from  thence  to  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania.    Next  in  the  ministry  here  was  Rev.  William  War- 


*  The  original  deed  of  "Assonet  Neck"  is  in  the  possession  of  Ebenezer  TV. 
Peirce,  at  Assonet  Village,  Freetown.  Mass.  He  found  it  among  old  papers  that 
were  deemed  worthless,  and  which  the  owner  proposed  committing  to  the  flames 
as  trash.    Assonet  Neck  has  been  a  part  of  Berkley  seventy-six  years. 
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ren  from  New  Ipswich,  N.  PL,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College  in 
1800.  He  was  ordained  at  Dighton  in  1802.  He  seems  to  have 
fallen  from  grace,  as  in  1820  he  was  excommunicated. 

Rev.  Preston  Cummings  was  installed  Dec.  26,  1827.  Dismissed 
in  Oct.  1835. 

Rev.  Jonathan  King  preached  to  this  people  awhile  in  1837.  Rev. 
John  Shaw  from  April  1838,  to  March  1843.  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Bailey 
from  Jan.  1844,  to  Nov.  1844,  died.  Since  which  the  changes  have 
been  very  frequent. 

A  second  society  was  formed  a  little  more  than  seventy  years 
since  and  came  to  be  known  as  the  "Lower  Society,"  and  settled 
as  their  minister  f  Rev.  Abraham  Gushee,  a  native  of  Raynham  and 
graduate  of  Brown  University  in  1798.  He  was  ordained  Sept.  23, 
1803,  and  continued  in  the  ministry  here  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury. Besides  these  two  Congregational  societies,  there  was 
formed  a  Calvanistic  Baptist  church  and  society  under  the  minis- 
trations of  Elder  Enoch  Goff,  a  good  man  but  uneducated,  full  of 
zeal,  possessing  strong  lungs  and  a  stentorian  voice.  If  his  hearers 
were  not  kept  awake  by  the  substance  of  what  he  uttered,  they 
could  scarcely  go  to  sleep  for  the  sound. 

Added  to  these  three  churches  were  one  Methodist  Episcopal 
and  two  Christian  Baptist  churches. 

In  the  "Old  French  War"  so  called,  an  expedition  was  sent  to 
Cape  Breton  that  succeeded  in  capturing  the  fortress  of  Louisbnrg. 

Sir  William  Pepperell  was  the  commander,  and  Dighton  fur- 
nished the  Colonel  of  one  of  the  regiments  in  the  person  of  Colonel 
Sylvester  Richmond.  Ebenezer  Pitts  was  Lieut.  Colonel  and 
Joseph  Hodges  of  Norton,  Major;  Lt.  Col.  Pitts  and  Major  Hodges 
lost  their  lives  in  that  campaign,  but  Col.  Richmond  surviving  the 
perils  of  flood  and  field  returned  home  and  was  made  High  Sher- 
iff of  Bristol  county. 

A  slate  stone  in  an  ancient  cemetery  in  this  town  bears  a  legible 
inscription  attesting  to  his  virtues  and  usefulness  and  how  they 
were  appreciated  by  the  people,  as  expressed  in  the  honors  that 
were  conferred  upon  him. 

Col.  Ezra  Richmond  of  Dighton  commanded  a  regiment  in  active 
service  in  the  "French  and  Indian  War,"  about  ten  years  subse- 
quent to  the  "Old  French  War." 


tThe  writer  of  this  historic  sketch  listened  to  a  sermon  delivered  by  Rev. 
Abraham  Gushee,  in  the  pulpit  he  had  been  occupying  about  52  years ;  the  text 
was,  "The  Fathers,  tohere  are  they '?*'  It  was  interesting,  impressive,  and  instruc- 
tive. The  writer's  mother  told  him  that,  in  her  youth,  Elder  Enoch  Goff  used 
sometimes  to  preach  in  a  school  house  at  Assonet  Village,  Freetown,  and 
preached  so  loud  that  she  could  hear  what  he  said,  in  her  father's  house,  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  school  house. 
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Col.  Ezra  Richmond  was  also  Colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment  of 
local  militia  of  Bristol  county,  an  organization  embracing  the 
"train  bands"  and  "alarm  lists"  of  the  territory  now  embraced  in 
in  Berkley,  Dartmouth,  Dighton,  Fairhaven,  Freetown,  Westport 
and  nearly  all  of  Acushnet  and  Fall  River. 

*Job  Winslow  was  a  Captain  and  also  a  Major  in  active  service 
in  the  "French  and  Indian  War,"  and  in  1762  commissioned  Lieut- 
Colonel  of  the  2d  Regiment  Bristol  county  militia. 

Dighton  was  represented  in  the  battle  field  of  the  American 
Revolution  by  one  of  the  Richmond  family,  being  both  the  chris- 
tian and  sir  names  of  the  Colonel  in  the  "Old  French  War,"  thirty 
years  before. 

The  Sylvester  Richmond  of  the  patriot  army  of  the  American 
Revolution  was  commissioned  Feb.  7,  1776,  Major  of  2d  Regiment 
in  local  militia  of  Bristol  County  Brigade,  f  Edward  Pope  Esq., 
of  Dartmouth,  (now  New  Bedford) ,  being  Colonel  of  that  regiment, 
and  George  Godfrey  of  Taunton,  General  of  the  Brigade. 

In  compliance  with  orders  this  entire  brigade  marched  on  the  8th 
day  of  Dec.  1776,  and  reported  for  duty  at  Warren,  R.  L,  remain- 
ing in  that  service  twenty-five  days. 

June  9th,  1778,  Major  Sylvester  Richmond  was  promoted  to 
Lieut.  Colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment  in  the  local  militia  of  Bris- 
tol County,  and  in  the  succeeding  August  was  detailed  to  serve  as 
Lieut  Colonel  of  a  Regiment  composed  of  drafts  from  the  1st,  2d, 
3d,  and  4th  Regiments  of  the  local  militia  of  Bristol  County,  4th 
Regiment  of  Plymouth  County,  and  Col.  Howe's  Regiment,  and 
sent  to  join  "Sullivan's  Forces"  on  Rhode  Island.  From  the  1st 
Regiment,  150  men  including  company  officers,  and  2d  Regiment, 
150  men  including  company  officers  and  its  Lieut.  Colonel,  (Sylves- 
ter Richmond  of  Dighton) ,  were  required.  From  the  3d  Regiment, 
150  men  including  company  officers;  from  the  4th,  Regt. 
150  men,  including  company  officers  and  its  Colonel,  (John 
Daggett  of  Attleborough)  from  the  4th  Plymouth  County  Regi- 
ment, 150  men  including  company  officers,  and  from  Col.  Hawes' 
Regiment,  150  men  including  pflicers  and  its  Major.  These  900 
men,  including  company  officers  made  up  the  Regiment  sent  from 
the  Bristol  County  Brigade  to  assist  General  Sullivan  in  his  oper- 
ations on  Rhode  Island  in  what  was  termed  "Sullivan's  Expedition" 


*His  son  Job  Winslow  of  Dighton,  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  Major  of  the 
3d  Regiment,  (Taunton  Regiment  so  called),  March  22,  1792,  Colonel  April  26th, 
1798.    Discharged  in  or  about  1805. 

fHis  son  Edward  Pope  Jr.,  of  New  Bedford,was  commissioned  Adjutant  of  the 
same  Regiment  in  1808,  Junior  Major  Sept.  24th  1810.  Senior  Major  June  Sth 
1812,  and  Colonel  July  3d  1815.  As  a  Major  he  was  active  in  defending  the  same 
identical  territory  in  the  last  war  with  England,  that  his  father  as  a  Colonel  had 
done  in  the  Revolution. 
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Dighton  was  also  represented  on  the  personal  staff  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  American  Armies,  his  excellency,  General^. 
George  Washington ,  Major  Hodijah  Baylies,  of  Dighton,  was  Aide 
de  Camp  to  Major  General  Benjamiu  Lincoln,  from  which  position 
he  was  transferred  and  for  a  time  served  upon  the  staff  of  the 
immortal  Washington,  the  father  of  our  country,  "first  in  war,  first 
in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen. " 

In  the  local  militia  of  the  County ,  Dighton  has  been  represented 
in  the  following  named  leading  positions. 

Brigade  Commandant. 
Brigadier  General;  William  Peck,  from  Sept.  11,  1830  to  1833. 

First  Kegiment. 
Colonel;  William  Peck,  from  Aug.  27,  1828  to  Sept.  11,  1830, 
when  he  was  promoted  to  Brigadier  General  of  the  2d  Brigade  in 
the  5th  Division.* 

Second  Regiment  in  Second  Brigade. 

Colonel;  Ezra  Richmond,  from  about  1755. 

Lieut.  Colonels;  Elnathan  Walker,  from  about  1760  to  1762; 
Job  Win  slow,  from  June  —  1762;  Sylvester  Richmond,  from 
June  9,  1778  to  1781. 

Major;  Sylvester  Richmond  from  Feb.  7,  1776  to  June  9,  1778. 

Third  Regiment  in  Second  Brigade. 
Lieut.  Colonel  Commandant;  Job  Winslow  from  April  26,  1798 
to  about  1805. 


♦Names  of  the  Field  Officers  and  Adjutants  of  the  2d  Brigade,  5th  Division 
Mass.  Militia,  when  the  Brigade  was  commanded  by  Brig.  General  "William 
Peck,  of  Dighton,  places  of  residence,  and  dates  of  their  commission. 

First  Regiment. — Lyndall  Bowen,  of  Rehoboth,  Colonel,  Oct.  23,  1830 ;  John 
B.  Read,  of  Pawtucket,  Lieut.  Colonel,  Oct.  23,  1830;  Caleb  W.  Baker,  of 
Swansea,  Major,  April  30,  1831 ;  Henry  Luther,  of  Swansea,  Adjutant,  May  15, 
1829. 

Second  Regiment.— Seth  Carter,  of  New  Bedford,  Colonel,  July  10,  1830 ; 
James  D.  Thompson,  of  New  Bedford,  Lieut.  Colonel,  July  10,  1830; 
Henry  H.  Crapo,of  Dartmouth,  Major,  July  10,  1830;  Asa  Wood  of  New  Bed- 
ford, Adjutant,  Sept.  2,  1S23. 

Third  Regiment. — Warren  Lincoln,  of  Raynham,  Colonel,  Aug.  13,  1831 ; 
Stephen  L.  White,  of  Taunton,  Lieut.  Colonel,  Aug.  13,  1831 ;  George  Danforth, 
of  Taunton,  Adjutant,  Oct.  15,  1829. 

Fourth  Regiment.— Ira  K.  Miller,  of  Attleborough,  Colonel,  Sept.  23,  1828; 
Mason  Stone,  of  Norton,  Lieut.  Colonel,  July  15,  1829;  Willard  Blackington,  of 
Attleborough,  Major,  July  15,  1829 ;  Ira  Newman,  of  Attleborough,  Adjutant, 
Oct.  1,  1829. 

Fifth  Regiment.— Philip  R.  Bennett,  of  Trov,  now  Fall  River,  Colonel, 
July  9,  1830 ;  Philip  P.  Hathaway,  of  Freetown,  'Lieut.  Colonel,  Oct.  5,  1S29 ; 
John  Chase,  of  Dighton,  Major,  March  8,  182S;  John  T.  Lawton,  of  Freetown, 
Adjutant,  Oct.  8.  1829. 

Battalion  of  Artillery. — Seneca  San  ford,  of  Attleborough,  Major,  Sept. 
6,  1823 ;  Ephraim  A.  Raymond,  of  Norton,  Adjutant,  April  23,  1829. 
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Senior  Major;  Job  "Winslow,  from  Sept.  3,  1795  to  April  26, 
^,1798,  when  promoted  to  command  of  Regiment. 

Junior  Major ;  Job  Winslow,  from  March  22,  1792   to  Sept.  3, 
1795,  when  promoted  to  Senior  Major. 

Fourth  Regiment  in  Second  Brigade. 

Senior  Major;  Abraham  Briggs,  from  April  14,  1812  to  disband- 
ment  of  the  Regiment.* 


Fifth  Regiment  in  Second  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Colonel ;  Darius  Perry,  from  August  10,  1818  to  1820. 

Majors;  Charles  Whitmarsh,  from  April  19, 1823  to  1828.  John 
Chase,  from  March  8,  1828  to  1833.    Both  resigned. 

Dighton  for  several  years  sustained  a  very  fine  company  of 
Light  Infantry  that  from  the  date  of  its  organization,  September 
23,  1823  until  1834  was  a  flank  company  to  the  3d  Regiment. 
From  1834  to  disbaudment  it  was  a  line  company  of  the  Bristol 
County  Battalion  of  Light  Infantry  and  Riflemen. 

The  uniform  consisted  of  dark  blue  dress  coats,  with  bell  but- 
tons, white  pantaloons,  bell  topped  patent  leather  caps,  and  long 
black  plumes,  not  fountain,  but  the  kind  that  waved  or  rather  nod- 
ded so  gracefully.  It  was  generally  known  by  the  title,  appel- 
lation or  name  of  "Wellington  Light  Infantry. 

The  successive  Captains  were  as  follows: — 

Henry  Bowen,  from  Sept.  23j  1823  to  1826 

John  Crane,  from  Aug.  19,  1826  to  1828. 

Leonard  Goodwin,  from  Feb.  11,  1828  to  Feb.  24,  1832. 
Discharged. 

William  "Walker,  from  April  7,  1832  to  his  death. 

George  W.  B.  Atwood,  from  May  7,  1833  to  disbandment. 

Part  of  a  uniformed  company  of  militia  cavalry  for  several 
years  existed  in  this  town,  and  some  of  the  commissioned  officers 
were  selected  from  its  citizens. 

In  the  Autumn  of  1833,  or  forty- two  years  since  the  entire  mili- 
tia of  the  State  were  for  the  last  time  required  to  muster  for  inspec- 
tion, review  and  discipline,  the  militia  law  was  changed  by  the 
Legislature  in  session  the  succeeding  winter.  That  inspection,  etc., 
in  the  Third  Regiment  came  off  the  18th  day  of  October, 
1833,    Dighton    militia  forming   a    part    of    the 


Hon.  Discharged. 


Hon. 


3d  Regiment 


*Note.    This  4th  Regiment  was  in  the  2d  Brigade  of  the  16th  Division;  the 
1st,  2d,  3d,  and  5th  Regiments  were  ia  the  2d  Brigade  of  the  5th  Division. 
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of  *Infantry,"  under  Col.  Stephen  L.  White,  of  Taunton. 

The  roll  of  the  "Wellington  Light  Infantry  Company,"  of  Digh- 
ton,  exhibited  the  following  names: — 

George  W.  B.  Atwood,  Captain',  Amos  A.  Olney,  Lieut.; 
Thomas  W.  Pool,  Ensign ;.  Elijah  Williams,  David  Standish, 
Joseph  W.  Pierce,  and  John  Trafton,  Sergeants;  Isaac  Hathaway, 
Thomas  D.  Standish,  John  C.  Atwood,  and  Benjamin  C.  Babbit, 
Corporals;  William  B.  Whitmarsh  and  Zebina  Atwood,  3Iusi- 
cians ;  Jonathan  Jones,  Jr.,  George  Babbitt,  Jethnial  Williams, 
Stephen  D.  Reed,  William  E.  Pool,  Caleb  S.  Cummings,  Jon- 
athan Crane,  John  C.  Crane,  John  P.  Perry  2d,  David  W. 
Waiscoat,  George  W.  Briggs,  DanforthG.  Horton,  Levi  F.  Briggs, 
Israel  N.  Williams,  William  Sherman,  Frederick  A.  Nants,  John 
W.  Palmer,  George  W.  Pearce,  Alson  Briggs,  Franklin  S.Wright, 
John  Prentice,  Peter  Tinkham,  Allen  Francis,  Benjamin  P.  Jones, 
Anthony  Hathaway,  William  Peirce,  Alfred  Babbit,  Elam  Tobey, 
Benjamin  H.  Paul,  Darius  White,  William  P.  Peck,  Gardner  B. 
Hathaway,  Seth  Hathaway,  and  Peleg  Francis,  Private  Soldiers. 

The  town  at  that  time  also  had  a  company  of  standing  militia? 
of  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  that  any  returns  were  made, 
and  whether  present  or  absent  from  the  regimental  inspection  on 
the  18th  of  October,  1833.  That  Company  was  commanded  by 
Captain  Henry  Waldron,  who,  at  May  inspection,  1833,  returned 
his  force  as  consisting  of  1  Captain,  1  Lieut.,  1  Ensign,  4  Sergeants, 
4  Corporals,  1  Musician,  and  62  Privates.    Total  74. 

The  "  Wellington  Light  Infantry"  return  for  the  May  inspection 
in  1833,  was  1  Lieut.,  1.  Ensign,  2  Sergeants,  1  Corporal,  2  Musi- 
cians, and  38  Private  Soldiers.    Total,  45 

Both  companies  therefore  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  1833, 
embraced  1  Captain,  2  Lieut.,  2  Ensigns,  6  Sergeants,  5  Corporals? 
3  Musicians,  and  100  Private  Soldiers.    Total  119. 

The  early  town  records  of  Dighton  are  in  a  somewhat  dilapida- 
ted condition,  and  require  longer  time  and  a  closer  study  than  I 
have  been  able  to  devote,  in  order  to  reproduce  with  completeness 
the  story  that  these  contain. 

But  "such  as  I  have"  gathered,  "give  I  unto  thee"  my  readers, 
wishing  that  it  was  better,  and  hoping  this  imperfect  sketch  may 
provoke  some  one  to  the  good  work  of  presenting  a  history  of  this 
town  that  is  immeasurably  superior ;  a  task  time,  reasonable  appli- 


*Note.  At  that  date  the  Field  Officers  of  the  3d  Regiment,  in  2d  Bri- 
gade, 5th  Division  Muss.  Militia,  were,  Stephen  L.  White,  Colonel;  Pardon 
Leonard,  Jr.,  Lieut.  Colonel;  and  Nathaniel  S.  Mason,  Major;  all  of  Taunton, 
and  all  commissioned  June  9th,  1832.  George  Danforth,  of  Taunton,  was  Adju- 
tant; he  was  commissioned  Oct.  15, 1829, 
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cation  and  proper  patience  would  enable  one  readily  to  accomplish. 
Here  are  the  names  of  the  earliest  town  clerks:  Joseph  Bean, 
Capt.  Jared  Talbot,  the  dates  of  whose  elections  are  unknown  to 
me.  Joseph  Atwood  chosen  March  27,  1721;  Ephraim  Atwood 
March  8,  1724;  Ezra  Richmond  Esq.,  1751,  Samuel  Briggs,-  March 
9th,  1752,  Gershom  Williams  Jr.,  March  19,  1753;  and  then  Eph- 
raim Atwood  again,  who  was  succeeded  by  Abiezer  Phillips. 

Town  Tkeasureks. 

Benjamin  Jones  probably  the  first  chosen,  and  then  Ensign  John 
Crane  from  March  3,  1718  to  March  16,  1719. 

Daniel  Axtil,  from  March  16,  1719 ;  Jared  Talbot,  from  March 
7,1720;  David  Walker,  March  8,  1724;  Sylvester  Richmond  and 
Deacon  Abraham  Shaw. 

Representatives  to  General  Court. 

Ephraim  Atwood  1719  ;  Benjamin  Crane  1721 ;  Jared  Talbot 
1722;  Edward  Shove  in  1723  and  1733,  Thomas  S.  Bailey  1791; 
Thomas  Church  1795 ;  Rufus  Wilmarth  1796,  1801  and  1815;  Geo. 
Walker  1802  and  1811;  John  Hathaway  1804-5-7-8-11-13;  Leonard 
Hathaway  1813-14  ;  Wellington  Parker  1815-16-17  ;  Nathaniel 
Wheeler  1815-25-27 ;  Jeremiah  Jones  1816;  Gamaliel  Church  1816 ; 
William  Wood  1817-18;  Thomas  S.  Baylies  1818  ;  Col.  Darius 
Perry  1825  ;  Seth  Talbot  1829  ;  Nehemiah  Walker  1829-30-33-34; 
David  Hathaway  1831-34-37  ;  Crocker  Babbett  1833;  Anthony 
Shove  1840-41-46-52;  Joseph  Pitts  1842-43-44;  William  T.  Rose 
1847 ;  Bradford  Pratt  1848-49 ;  Jonathaii  Jones  1850 ;  William  L- 
Hathaway  1851  ;  Jervis  Shove  1853-57;  Isaac  Hathaway  1854; 
George  F.  Gavitt  1855.  It  will  be  observed  that  some  years  Digh- 
ton  sent  two  Representatives,  and  quite  a  number  of  years  was 
not  represented  at  all. 

The  township  of  Dighton  was  divided  June  9th,  1814,  the  north 
part  set  off  and  incorporated  as  a  new  and  distinct  town.  It  thus 
continued  until  Feb.  22,  1826,  when  it  was  reunited  with  Dighton. 
The  name  of  the  new  town  was  Wellington,  and  this  was  repre- 
sented by  the  following  named  gentlemen :  Nathaniel  Wheeler  in 
1816  and  1826 ;  Gamaliel  Church  in  1817  and  Thomas  S.  Baylies  in 
1819. 

Population  of  Dighton  in  1865,1813;  in  1870, 1817,  legal  voters 
344,  Valuation,  $867,692,24. 

In  1762  the  militia  of  Dighton  was  organized  as  two  companies 
of  Infantry,  and  officered  as  follows: 

First  Company.— Stephen  Beal,  Captain;  Joseph  Talbot,  Lieut.; 
Samuel  Phillips,  Ensign. 
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Second  Company. — Gershom  Williams,  Captain;  Constant 
Simmons,  IAeut,;  Henry  Pitts,  Ensign. 

From  about  the  commencement  of  the  present  century  to  183b 
the  militia  of  Dighton  was  organized  as  three  companies,  and  the 
following  gentlemen  held  the  commissions  of  Captain. 

Richard  Wescott,  from  May  6,  1806  to  Feb.  27,  1810;  Ezekiel 
Francis,  from  April  21, 1810  to  1814 ;  Peter  Paul,  from  July  6, 1814 
to  his  dismissal  by  sentence  of  Court  Martial,  Nov.  20,  1819. 

Second  Company. — Nathaniel  Jones,  from  April  28,  1804  to 
1807;  James  Spooner,  from  April  3,  1807  to  1810;  Simeon  Talbot, 
from  May  19,  1810  to  1814;  Ebenezer  Talbot,  from  July  2, 
1814  to  1817 ;  Darius  Perry,  from  June  24, 1817  till  his  promotion 
to  Lieut.  Colonel  of  5th  Regt.  in  2d  Brigade,  5th  Division,  Aug. 
10th  1818;  Mathew  Briggs  Jr.,  from  Oct.  30th,  1818  to  1822; 
Charles  Whitmarsh  from  May  7th,  1822,  till  promoted  to  Major  of 
5th  Regiment  April  19th,  1823;  Thomas  D.  Wardell  from  Aug.  16, 
1823  to  April  23d,  1825 ;  Henry  Briggs  from  Aug.  20th,  1825,  to 
Feb.  14th,  1827 ;  John  Chase  from  May  10th,  1827,  till  promotion  to 
Major  of  5th  Regiment,  March  8th,  1828;  Peirce  Sherman  from 
June  7th,  1828,  to  disbandment  in  1831. 

Third  Company.— Francis  Baylies  from  May  7th,  1805,  to  Jan. 
25th,  1810;  Abraham  Briggs  from  March  31st,  1810,  until  promo- 
ted to  Senior  Major  of  4th  Regiment  in  2d  Brigade,  16th  Division, 
April  14th,  1812 ;  Hezekiah  Anthoney  from  June  11th,  1812. 

Abraham  Briggs  of  Dighton,  Senior  Major,  and  Joseph  Weaver 
of  Freetown,  Junior  Major. 

"When  reorganizing  the  militia,  preparatory  to  meeting  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  "last  war  with  England,"  the  three  militia  compa- 
nies of  Dighton  with  two  companies  of  Berkley,  two  companies  of 
Freetown,  one  company  of  Fall  River,  then  Troy,  and  one  com- 
pany at  Somerset  were  made  a  Regiment,  numbered  as  the  fourth 
Regiment  in  2d  Brigade  of  16th  Division.  This  Regiment  was  or- 
ganized April  14th,  1812,  by  commissioning  Joseph  E.  Read  of 
Troy,  now  Fall  River,  as  Lieut.  Colonel  Commandant. 


EAST0N. 

Easton  (if  the  expression  be  admissible)  is  the  child  of  Norton, 
and  grand-child  of  Taunton,  1725  being  the  date  at  which  Easton 
was  set  off  from  Norton,  and  1711  that  when  Norton,  including 
Easton,  was  detached  from  the  ancient  township  of  Taunton. 
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The  writer  does  not  claim  for  what  is  here  presented  that  the 
facts  are  of  the  greatest  moment,  or  most  indispensable  importance 
of  any  that  go  to  make  up  the  story  of  this  time-honored  town,  or 
that  these  embrace  "  the  one  thing  needful"  to  be  known  of  its 
localism,  but  does  claim  that  this  is  no  rehash  of  what  has  repeat- 
edly been  served  up  in  other  and  preceding  publications,  and  that 
it  is  not  now  sought  to  satisfy  the  literary  palate  and  deceive  the 
taste  by  using  pepper  where  the  former  used  salt,  and  salt  where 
they  substituted  pepper,  and  under  a  new  name  sent  the  same 
old  dish. 

The  principal  novelty  in  the  first  attempts  to  proclaim  the  gospel 
was  that  it  was  preached  to  the  poor,  not  that  the  poor  needed 
salvation  any  more  than  the  rich,  but  still  needed  it,  and  were 
those  that  ordinary  reason  would  have  decided  to  be  the  last  in- 
stead of  the  first  to  whom  it  should  have  been  offered,  and  so  with 
our  subjects,  till  now  omitted  altogether,  are  here  made  the  prin- 
cipal themes  for  remark,  because  though  important  as  a  compo- 
nent part  of  the  town's  history,  these  were  least  likely  to  receive 
either  from  writer  or  reader  a  proper  notice.  To  tell  what  has 
not  been  said,  instead  of  repeating  what  has,  is  therefore  our  effort, 
and  in  which  capacity  we  are  like  those  that  glean  the  scatterings 
of  a  field  where  the  sheaves  have  already  been  bound  and  taken 
away.  Former  historians  being  those  that  thrust  sickles  into  rich 
ripened  fields  of  grain,  and  former  readers  those  that  bound  and 
gathered  in  the  sheaves  of  a  luxurious  harvest,  while  we,  like  the 
woman  of  Moab,  glean  after  the  binder  and  "  gather  up  the  frag- 
ments that  nothing  may  be  lost." 

Capt.  Benjamin  Williams  (grandfather  of  Rodolphus  H.  Wil- 
liams, Esq.,  of  Brockton,  Mass.,)  was  of  Easton,  and  he  raised  a 
company  for  service  in  the  French  and  Indian  war.  He  with  his 
command  were  stationed  at  Fort  Edward,  in  1756.  That  service 
was  performed  in  what  was  called  the  "Crown  Point  Expedition." 

In  1762  the  local  militia  of  Easton  was  officered  as  follows : 
Eliphalet  Leonard,  Captain  ;  Mathew  Hayward.  Lieut. ;  and  Eli- 
phalet  Leonard,  Jr.,  Mnsign.  This  company  of  the  local  militia 
was  then  a  part  of  the  third  Regiment  of  Bristol  county,  Samuel 
White,  of  Taunton,  being  Colonel,  George  Leonard,  of  Norton, 
Lieut. -Colonel,  Thomas  Morey,  of  Taunton,  Major,  and  Seth  Wil- 
liams, of  Taunton,  Second  Major. 

Ten  years  later,  viz.  (1772),  Easton  had  two  companies  officered 
as  follows : 

FIRST   COMPANY.  , 

Eliphalet  Leonard,  Capt.;  Abiel  Mitchell,  Lieut.,  and  Seth  Loth- 
rop,  Ensign. 
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SECOND   COMPANY. 

Zeplianiah  Keith,  Capt. ;  Macy  Williams,  1st  Lieut, ;  Joseph 
Keith,  2d  Lieut. ;  and  Elijah  Hayward,  Ensign. 

The  field  officers  and  adjutant  of  the  Regiment  to  which  these 
companies  then  belonged,  were  George  Leonard  of  Norton,  Colonel ; 
Daniel  Leonard  of  Taunton,  Lieut. -Colonel;  George  Godfrey,  and 
George  Williams  of  Taunton,  Majors;  and  Apollos  Leonard, 
Adjutant. 

In  February,  1776,  the  Captain  of  the  second  company  in  Easton, 
was  promoted  to  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  the  First  Lieutenant  of 
the  first  company,  to  Major,  the  field  officers  and  Adjutant  then 
being  as  follows:  George  Williams  of  Taunton,  Colonel;  Zeplia- 
niah Keith  of  Easton,  Lieut. -Colonel;  Abiel  Mitchell  of  Easton, 
Major;  James  Williams,  Jr.  of  Taunton,  Second  Major;  and 
William  Seaver  of  Taunton,  Adjutant. 

In  1779,  Major  Mitchell  was  promoted  to  Colonel,  and  Major 
Williams  to  Lieut.  Colonel,  their  new  commissions  dated  June  17, 
1779,  and  on  the  24th  of  September,  1779,  Robert  Crossman,  Jr. 
of  Taunton,  and  Jonathan  Shaw  of  Raynham,  were  made  Majors. 

At  a  subsequent  date  the  local  militia  of  Easton,  appear  to  have 
been  transferred  from  the  Third  to  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  Bristol 
County  Brigade. 

Easton  as  represented  in  the  list  of  field  officers  of  the  Fourth 
Regiment,  in  Second  Brigade,  5th  Division,  Massachusetts  Militia, 
was  as  follows: 

Colonels. — John  Williams,  from  Aug.  1,1803,  to  1809;  Shepherd 
Leach,  from  Aug.  7,  1809,  to  July  6,  1819. 

Lieut. -Colonels. — John  Williams,  from  April  10,  1797,  to  Aug.  1, 
1803 ;  David  Mauley \  from  Sept.  17,  1819,  to  April  7,  1821 ;  John 
Gilmore,  from  Aug.  23,  1823,  to  1825 ;  Alanson  White,  from  Feb. 
12,  1827,  to  Nov.  4,  1828. 

Majors.— John  Williams,  from  Oct.  7,  1793,  to  April  10,  1797; 
John  Gilmore,  from  April  5,  1822,  to  Aug.  23,  1823;  Alanson 
White,  from  Sept.  9,  1826,  to  Feb.  12,  1827. 

Adjutant. — Cyrus  Lothrop,  from  July  15,  1816,  to  June,  1819. 

Easton  for  a  time  had  a  uniformed  company  of  Light  Infantry, 
that  was  doubtless  one  of  the  flank  companies  of  the  4th  Regi- 
ment, and  this  town  also  had  the  honor  to  be  the  headquarters  of 
the  2d  Brigade,  and  subsequently  headquarters  of  5th  Division. 

Col.  Shepherd  Leach  was  promoted  July  6,  1819,  to  Brigadier 
General,  his  brigade  embracing  the  entire  county  of  Bristol,  and 
organized  as  four  regiments  of  infantry,  a  battalion  of  cavalry  and 
a  battalion  of  artillery. 
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General  and  Staff. —  Shepherd  Leach  of  Easton,  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral ;  David  G.  W.  Cobb  of  Taunton,  Brigade  Major ;  Samuel  C. 
Fales  of  Taunton,  Brigade  Quarter- 31 aster. 

FIELD  OFFICERS  AND   ADJUTANTS,   FIRST  REGIMENT. 

Robert  Peck  of  Eehoboth,  Colonel;  Simeon  Wheeler  of  Norton, 
Lieut.  Colonel ;  Rums  P.  Barrows  of  Rehoboth,  Major,  and  Abra- 
ham Ormsbee,  Jr.  of  Seekonk,  Adjutant. 

SECOND  REGIMENT. 

Nathaniel  Nelson  of  New  Bedford,  Colonel ;  Nathaniel  Thomp- 
son, Lieut.  Colonel ;  Thomas  Wood,  Major,  and  Henry  Taylor, 
Adjutant. 

THIRD  REGIMENT. 

Adoniram  Crane  of  Berkley,  Colonel ;  Cromwell  Washburn  of 
Taunton,  Lieut.  Colonel;  Nathan  King  of  Taunton,  Major,  and 
George  B.  Atwood  of  Taunton,  Adjutant. 

FOURTH     REGIMENT. 

Benjamin  Balcom  of  AttJeborough,  Colonel ;  David  Manley  of 
Easton,  Lieut.  Colonel;  Elkanah  Briggs  of  Attleborough,  Major, 
and  Cyrus  Lothrop  of  Easton,  Adjutant. 

FIFTH    REGIMENT.  m 

Simeon  Ashley  of  Freetown,  Colonel;  Darius  Perry  of  Dighton, 
Lieut.  Colonel ;  Linde  Hathaway  of  Freetown,  Major,  and  Philip 
P.  Hathaway  of  Freetown,  Adjutant. 

BATTALION  OF   CAVALRY. 

Eliab  B.  Dean  of  Raynham,  Major,  and  Jesse  Hartshorn  of 
Taunton,  Adjutant. 

BATTALION  OF  ARTILLERY. 

Samuel  Stall  of  New  Bedford,  Major,  and  Hayden  Coggshall  of 
New  Bedford,  Adjutant. 

On  the  16th  of  February,  1827,  Brigadier  General  Shepherd 
Leach  of  Easton,  was  promoted  to  Major  General  of  the  5th  Divi- 
sion, embracing  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Barnstable,  Bristol, 
and  Plymouth,  save  the  town  of  Hingham.  This  division  was 
divided  into  three  brigades  and  commanded  as  follows : 

First  Brigade,  Ephraim  Ward  of  Middleborough,  I?r*\$r.  General. 

Second  Brigade,  Cromwell  Washburn  of  Taunton,  Brig.  Gen- 
eral. 

Third  Brigade,  Ebenezer  D.  Winslow,  of  Brig.  Gen- 

eral. 

The  first  brigade  then  contained  five  regiments  of  infantry,  a 
battalion  of  cavalry,  and  a  battalion  of  artillery. 


A  likeness  of  the  author  of  all  the  historic  sketches  in 
this  publication,  save  those  of  New  Bedford  and  Taunton, 
and  author  of  historic  sketches  of  Hanson,  Lakeville,  Mat- 
tapoisett,  Middleborough,  Pembroke,  Plympton,  Roches- 
ter,  Wareham  and  West  Bridgewater.  Also,  author  of 
published  genealogies  of  the  following  families,  viz  : — 
Barnaby,  Bartlett,  Booth,  Brownell,  Caswell,  Gardiner, 
Godfrey,  Haskins,  Howlaud,  Macomber,  Pearce,  Peirce, 
Rogers,  Richmond,  Rourisevdll,  Sheffield,  Shelley,  Strange, 
Valentine,  Warren,  Weaver  and  Williams. 

Gen.  Peirce  performed  nearly  twenty  years  service  in 
the  local  militia  of  Massachusetts,  arriving  to  the  com- 
mission of  Brigadier  General  that  he  held  about  six  years. 
He  also  served  three  years  in  the  late  war  of  the  great 
Rebellion,  leading  a  regiment  about  one  year,  a  brigade 
two  years  and  for  a  time  a  division.  In  one  of  the  seven 
day's  battles  before  Richmond  in  1862,  his  right  arm  at 
the  shoulder  was  torn  off  by  a  cannon  ball  which  wound 
kept  him  off  duty  only  thirty  days,  remaining  in  field  ser- 
vice as  he  did  more  than  two  years  with  only  one  arm. 
Since  the  war  his  time  has  been  chiefly  devoted  to  literary 
pursuits  and  with  his  left  hand  he  has  done  much  to  prove 
that  •«  The  pen  is  mightier  than  the  sword." 


A  southerly  view  of  the  birth-place  and  residence  of 
Gen.  Ebenezer  W.  Peirce,  situate  on  the  easterly  side  of 
South  Main  Street  in  Assonet  Village,  Freetown,  Bristol 
County,  Mass.  This  house  was  erected  by  Capt.  Job 
Peirce,  Jr.  in  1796,  and  continued  to  be  his  residence  until 
his  death  Sept  22d,  1805.  Capt.  Peirce  was  a  wealthy 
and  very  successful  merchant,  engaged  also  in  ship 
building.  A  remarkably  liberal,  generous  hearted  and 
public  spirited  man,  and  extremely  popular  as  an  officer  of 
the  State  Militia.  Under  a  large  military  escort  his  body 
was  taken  from  this  house  to  his  grave  in  Middleborough 
now  Lakeville,  and  buried  with  military  honors  more  than 
seventy  years  ago.  The  house  soon  after  Capt  Peirce's 
death  became  the  residence  of  his  younger  brother,  (and 
junior  partner  in  business,)  Ebenezer  Peirce,  Esq.,  who 
occupied  it  as  a  home  until  his  decease,  January  6th,  1845, 
and  from  whom  a  part  of  the  premises  was  inherited  by 
his  only  son,  Gen.  Ebenezer  W.  Peirce,  and  the  remainder 
has  since  become  the  property  of  the   latter  by  purchase. 

The  large  trees  were  set  during  the  week  in  which  Gen. 
Peirce  was  born,  indicating  the  pleasure  of  his  parents 
and  their  desire  to  mark  with  enduring  monuments  the 
happy  period  at  which  they  were  permitted  with  truth  to 
say,  "Unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  son  is  given." 

The  horse  represented  is  that  rode  by  Gen.  Peirce  while 
regimental,  brigade  and  division  commander  on  the  battle- 
fields of  Maryland,  Virginia,  Kentucky  and  Tennesee, 
during  more  than  three  years'  service  in  the  Union  Army 
in  the  war  of  the  "  Great  Rebellion." 
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The  second  brigade  consisted  of  five  regiments  of  infantry,  a 
battalion  of  cavalry,  and  a  battalion  of  artillery. 

The  third  brigade,  of  three  regiments  of  infantry,  and  a  battal- 
ion of  artillery. 

Major  General  Shepherd  Leach's  command  was  therefore  thir- 
teen regiments  of  infantry,  two  battalions  of  cavalry,  and  three 
battalions  of  artillery. 

As  his  aids  de  camp  General  Leach  selected  Major  William  A. 
F.  Sproat  of  Taunton,  and  Major  Philander  Washburn  of  Middle- 
borough.  Gen.  Leach  continued  to  command  the  division  until 
1830,  when  he  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  as  Major  General  by 
CromwellWashburn  of  Taunton,  whose  aids  were  Lieut.  Col.  John 
Baylies  of  Taunton,  and  Major  Philander  Washburn  of  Middle- 
borough. 

From  the  date  when,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  the  old  militia 
system  of  Massachusetts  was  abolished  (viz.  April  24,  1840),  no 
military  company  existed  in  Easton  until  the  enlistment  of  a  com- 
pany of  light  infantry,  raised  and  for.  a  time  commanded  by  Capt. 
William  E.  Bump.  This  company  was  organized  in  1853,  and 
was  at  first  part  of  a  battalion  commanded  by  Major  Charles 
H.  French  of  Canton,  and  afterward  belonged  to  the  Fourth  Regi- 
ment of  Light  Infantry;  Charles  H.  French  of  Canton,  Colonel; 
Joshua  F.  Winslow  of  Abington,  Lieut.  Colonel;  Oliver  Ames,  3d 
of  Easton,  Major;  and  Edward  Potter  of  Braintree,  Adjutant. 
This  Regiment  formed  a  part  of  the  Second  Brigade  in  the  First 
Division  of  Mass.  Volunteer  Militia,  the  Division  being  comman- 
ded by  Major  General  Benjamin  F.  Edmauds  of  Boston,  and  the 
Brigade  by  Brigadier  General  Ebenezer  W.  Peirce  of  Freetown. 

The  Easton  Company  promptly  responded  at  the  "first  call"  of 
our  Country  in  the  late  war  of  the  Great  Rebellion,  and  performed 
duty  three  months  near  Fortress  Monroe  in  Virginia,  being  a  part 
of  the  Fourth  Regiment  under  Colonel  Abner  B.  Packard  of  Quincy 
and  in  the  Brigade  commanded  by  Brigadier  General  Ebenezer  W. 
Peirce. 

The  Field  Officers,  Adjutant  and  Surgeon  of  the  Regiment  in 
which  the  Easton  Company  served  in  Virginia. 

Abner  B.  Packard  of  Quincy,  Colonel;  Ilawkes  Fearing  of 
Hingham,  Lieut.  Colonel;  Horace  O.  Whitemore  of  Braintree, 
Major;  Henry  Walker  of  Quincy,  Adjutant;  and  Henry  M.  Sa- 
ville  of  Quincy,  Surgeon. 

Names  of  Commissioned  and  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and 
privates  of  the  Easton  Company  on  duty  three  months  in  Virginia : 
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COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS. 

Milo  M.  Williams,  Captain;  Linton  Waldron,  Lieut;  and  Win. 
E.  Bump,  Jr.,  2d  Lieut. 

NON-COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS. 

Sergeants: — John  A.  Lynch,  Rufus  H.  Willis,  Robert  Clifford, 
and  Alfred  B.  Richmond. 

.    Corporals: — John  W.  Gerry,  George  Richards,  James  N.  Mac- 
kay,  and  Albert  Tilden. 

Musician: — William  H.  Wallace. 

Privates: — Charles  Bellows,  Oliver  II.  Blaisdell,  Daniel  B.Blais- 
dell,  Charles  Baker,  William  Crocket,  George  H.  Davis,  Robert 
Dollard,  John  Duffy,  Bavid  Fisher,  Bernard  Galligau,  Charles 
Hanson,  Reuben  Harlow,  Wm.  Keenan,  Charles  Maguire,  James 
T.  Morley,  John  Matherwell,  James  S.  Myers,  David  Mulhern, 
Henry  Pettee,  Seth  Record,  Jacob  J.  Randall,  Michael  Sheehan, 
Wm.  F.  Story,  Hiram  Thayer,  George  W.  Warren,  and  Robert 
Watts. 

Recapitulation: — Commissioned, 3;  Non-Commissioned,  8;  Mu- 
sicians, 1;  Privates,  26;  Total,  38;  all  of  Easton  save  privates 
Thayer  and  Warren,  who  belonged  to  W.  Bridgewater  and  Stough- 
ton. 

Part  of  a  company  for  the  7th  Regiment  was  also  raised  in 
Easton  and  taken  to  the  field  by  Captain  Foster.  Several  of  the 
soldiers  above  named  also  enlisted  for  three  years  in  the  Massachu- 
setts 29th  Regiment,  of  which  the  writer  of  this  article  received 
the  commission  as  Colonel,  and  led  as  his  Regiment,  while  Colonel, 
or,  as  a  part  of  his  Brigade,  while  Brigade  Commandant,  until 
Nov.  1864,  a  period  of  about  three  years. 

The  town  of  Easton  has  furnished  field  officers  for  the  Fourth 
Regiment  of  Light  Infantry  as  follows:  Lieut.  Col.,  Oliver  Ames 
3d,  from  1857 ;  Majors,  Oliver  Ames  3d,  from  Dec.  1854,  to  1857 ; 
Frank  M.  Ames  from  1857. 

For  the  battalion  of  light  infantry,  Easton  furnished  the  Adju- 
tant in  the  person  of  Oliver  Ames  3d,  from  1S53  to  Dec.  1854, 
when  he  was  promoied  to  Major  of  the  4th  Regiment  of  Light 
Infantry. 
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FAIRHAVEN. 

The  Indian  name  of  this  township  was  Sconticut.  From  June 
4th,  1645,  to  Feb.  22d,  1787,  Fairhaven  was  a  part  of  Dartmouth, 
and  from  Feb.  22,  1787,  to  Feb.  22.  1812,  was  a  part  of  New  Bed- 
ford. 

At  the  date  last  named,  Fairhaven  was  incorporated  as  a  new 
and  distinct  town.  June  15th,  1815,  a  small  portion  of  the  easterly 
part  of  Freetown  was  set  off  and  annexed  to  Fairhaven.  Feb.  13, 
1860,  Fairhaven  was  divided  and  a  part  set  off  and  incorporated  as 
a  distinct  town  under  the  Indian  name  of  Acushnet.  It  would 
have  been  in  much  better  taste  if  the  Indian  names  had  been  re- 
tained in  other  localities,  and  indeed  in  most  all  of  them. 

Indian  names  are  often  beautiful  and  always  expressive. 

"Who  I  have  injured,  him  I  hate"  was  an  old  and  true  saying, 
and  would  be  equally  true  if  stated  "what  we  have  injured,  that 
we  hate,"  and  hence  a  nation  or  a  people  so  deeply  injured  as  were 
the  red  men,  aborigines  of  this  country  and  true  owners  of  the  soil, 
by  the  early  European  settlers,  would  not  be  likely  to  retain  such  a 
place  in  the  thoughts,  feelings  and  remembrance  of  their  op- 
pressors and  exterminators,  as  to  make  the  language  of  the 
wronged  and  destroyed  agreeable  to  the  ear,  dear  to  the  heart,  or 
respectable  to  the  understanding. 

Injury  begets  insult  and  insult  begets  injury.  To  add  insult  to 
injury  or  injury  to  insult  is  of  all  things  the  most  common,  and  to 
christian  nations  does  seem  the  most  natural,  moralize  as  we  may 
upon  the  right  and  wrong.  ?Tis  not  good  principle  but  almost 
universal  practice,  'tis  neither  poetic  or  theoretically  pious  but 
nevertheless  true. 

Time,  that  pacifier  has  now  after  almost  two  centuries  made  it 
possible  for  christians  to  do  comparative  justice  to  the  heathen, 
whom  they  have  robbed,  persecuted  and  destroyed,  sought  to  ex- 
terminate root  and  branch,  and  finally  the  very  names  by  which  the 
birthrights  and  homes  of  the  latter  were  called,  persistently  labored 
to  blot  out. 

Less  religious  pretention  and  more  years,  have  made  it  possible 
to  bestow  on  localities  Indian  names,  and  thus  are  we  returning 
in  part  to  the  just,  the  true,  the  expressive,  the  appropriate  and 
the  beautiful. 

Let  us  rejoice  in  the  fruit,  though  yet  meagre  in  quantity,  of  slow 
growth  and  the  product  of  numerous  years.  Take  courage,  for  the 
world  moves. 
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It  was  in  what  is  now  Fairhaven,  but  then  Dartmouth,  that  oc- 
curred one  of  the  most  stirring  and  memorable  scenes  of  the  war  of 
the  American  Revolution  in  this  section  of  the  State.  The  night  of 
Sept.  7th,  1778  was  the  date  of  that  occurrence  when  the  British 
troops  made  an  attempt  to  destroy  the  village  of  Fairhaven,  des- 
tined however,  as  the  sequel  shows,  to  be  saved,  and  in  time  to 
give  its  name  to  a  large  portion  of  the  surrounding  territory  when 
the  same  was  incorporated  as  a  distinct  town. 

A  day  or  two  before  making  the  attack  at  Fairhaven,  the  British 
troops  had  burned  several  houses  upon  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
now  New  Bedford,  (but  then  Dartmouth),  and  from  New  Bedford 
had  marched  around  the  head  of  the  river  to  Sconticut  Point,  leav- 
ing for  some  unassigned  and  unknown  cause  the  villages  of  Ox- 
ford and  Fairhaven  unmolested.  Remaining  awhile,  these  troops 
reembarked  on  board  the  vessel^  in  which  they  came.  The  next 
night  however,  these  troops  proceeded  up  the  river  with  a  design 
as  was  thought,  and  as  it  proved,  to  finish  their  work  by  the  de- 
struction of  Fairhaven. 

The  militia  of  the  nearest  towns  both  in  Bristol  and  Plymouth* 
counties  had  been  brought  to  the  scene  of  these  warlike  operations, 
but  the  chief  commander  being  a  man  of  advanced  years,  was  very 
strongly  influenced  by  that  languor  which  at  this  period  frequently 
enfeebles  both  the  body  and  the  mind,  and  he  therefore  determined 
that  the  place  must  be  abandoned  to  the  ravages  of  the  foe,  as  to 
his  mind  no  opposition  could  be  made  with  any  reasonable  hope  of 
success. 

This  decision  of  the  chief  commander  of  the  patriot  forces  neces- 
sarily spread  a  benumbing  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  raw  mili- 
tia there  assembled,  and  threatened  the  absolute  prevention  of  all 
enterprise,  and  leaving  to  destruction  Fairhaven  village. 


*  Note.  To  get  some  idea  as  to  who  the  persons  might  have  been  that  were 
then  present  and  holding  high  commissions  in  the  militia,  I  give  the  entire  ros- 
ter of  the  General  and  Field  Officers  of  Bristol  County  Brigade  at  that  date. 

George  Godfrey,  of  Taunton.  Brigadier  General  and  commander  of  all  the 
militia  of  the  county,  then  organized  as  four  regiments  of  infantry. 

First  Regiment: — Thomas  Carpenter,  of  Rehoboth,  Colonel;  Luther  Thurber, 
Lieut.  Colonel;  Nathan  Daggett,  Senior  Major;  Peleg  Slade,  Junior  Major. 

Second  Regiment:— John  ^  Hatha  way  of  Berkeley,  Colonel;  Sylvester  Rich- 
mond, of  Dighton,  Lieut.  Colonel;  Manasseh  Kempton,  of  Dartmouth,  Senior 
Major;  Joseph  Durfee,  of  Freetown,  Junior  Major. 

Third  Regiment : — George  Williams,  of  Taunton,  Colonel ;  Abiel  Mitchell,  of 
Easton,  Senior  Major;  James  Williams,  Jr.,  of  Taunton,  Junior  Major. 

Fourth  Regiment: — John  Daggett,  of  Attleborough,  Colonel;  Ephraim  Lane, 
of  Norton,  Lieut.  Colonel;  Isaac  Dean,  of  Mansfield,  Senior  Major;  Enoch 
Clapp,  Junior  Major. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  nearly  all,  if  not  quite  all  the  Bristol  County  Brigade 
were  called  out  on  this  occasion,  together  with  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  the 
Plymouth  County  Brigade. 
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But  among  the  iield  officers  of  the  militia  forces  present  was 
Major  Israel  Fearing-  of  Wareham,  senior  major  of  the  4th  Regi- 
ment in  Plymouth  County  Brigade.  The  4th  Regiment  at  that 
time  embraced  all  the  train  bands  and  alarm  lists  of  the  towns  of 
Middleborough,  Rochester  and  "Wareham,  or  what  is  now  Lake- 
ville,  Middleborough,  Marion,  Mattapoisett,  Rochester,  Wareham, 
and  a  small  part  of  Acushnet. 

Of  the  4th  Regiment  in  Plymouth  County  Brigade  at  that  date, 
Ebenezer  Sprout  of  Middleborough  was  colonel ;  Ebenezer  White 
of  Rochester,  iieut.  colonel;  Israel  Fearing  of  Wareham,  senior 
major,  and  John  Nelson  of  Middleborough,  now  Lakeville,  junior 
major,  and  Joseph  Haskell  Jr.  was  adjutant. 

Major  Israel  Fearing  observing  the  torpor  which  was  spread- 
ing among  the  patriot  troops,  invited  as  many  as  had  sufficient 
spirit,  to  follow  him  and  station  themselves  at  the  post  of  danger. 

Among  those  accepting  the-invitation  was  one  of  the  colonels, 
who  of  course  became  the  commandant,  but  after  they  had  arrived 
at  Fairhaven  and  the  night  had  come  on,  he  proposed  to  march  his 
followers  back  into  the  country,  but  in  this  he  was  warmly  op- 
posed by  Major  Fearing.  The  colonel  however,  retired  to  a  house 
three  miles  distant,  where  he'  passed  the  night  in  safety. 

A  wag  who  had  divined  the  true  reasons  of  the  Colonel's  retreat, 
followed  him  to  the  house  where  he  lodged,  and  finding  by  inquiry 
that  notwithstanding  his  original  declaration  to  the  contrary,  he 
had  concluded  to  take  up  his  lodgings  there  for  the  night,  resolved 
to  be  his  sentinel.  He  therefore  mounted  the  jaw  bone  of  a  horse 
upon  a  pair  of  small  wheels  to  serve  as  a  cannon. 

This  piece  of  artillery  the  wag  at  regular  intervals  during  the 
night  pretended  to  load  and  discharge,  as  a  means  of  defence  to  his 
gallant  commander,  who  he  had  the  pleasure  to  find  not  only  alive, 
but  safe  and  sound  the  next  morning. 

When  the  valiant  (?)  colonel  had  withdrawn,  Major  Fearing, 
now  commander-in-chief,  arranged  his  men  with  activity  and  skill, 
and  ere  long  perceived  that  the  British  troops  were  approaching. 

His  followers  already  alarmed  a^  the  reluctance  of  two  of  their 
superior  officers  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  judging  that  men  of  years 
must  understand  the  real  state  of  danger  better  than  Major  Fear- 
ing, a  comparative  youth,  became  panic  struck  and  commenced 
withdrawing  from  their  posts. 

At  this  critical  moment  Major  Fearing  with  the  decision  that 
awes  men  into  a  strong  sense  of  duty,  rallied  them,  and  placing 
himself  in  their  rear,  declared  in  a  tone  that  removed  all  doubt  that 
he  would  kill  the  first  man  whom  he  found  retreating. 
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The  resolution  displayed  by  the  chief,  recalled  theirs,  and  he 
then  with  the  utmost  expedition,  led  them  to  the  scene  of  danger. 

The  enemy  had  already  set  fire  to  several  store  buildiugs.  Be- 
tween these  buildings  and  the  rest  of  the  village  Major  Fearing 
stationed  his  little  band  and  ordered  them  in  profound  silence  to 
lie  close  until  the  British,  who  were  still  advancing,  should  have 
come  so  near  that  no  marksman  could  miss  his  aim  or  easily  mis- 
take his  object.  These  orders  were  punctually  obeyed,  and  when 
the  enemy  had  arrived  within  this  distance,  the  American  militia 
men  arose  and  with  a  well  directed  fire  gave  the  invaders  a  warm 
reception,  at  which  the  latter  instantly  fell  back  and  fled  to  their 
boats.  From  the  quantity  of  blood  found  in  the  line  of  their  re- 
treat, it  was  supposed  that  their  loss  was  considerable.  "Dr. 
Dwight's  travels,"  to  which  I  am  indebted  for  a  large  part  of  this 
account,  justly  concludes:  "Thus  did  this  heroic  youth  in  opposi- 
tion to  his  superior  officers,  preserve  Fairhaven  and  merit  a  statue 
from  its  inhabitants."  Major  Fearing  a  few  years  later  was  pro- 
moted to  Lieut.  Colonel  of  the  4th  Regiment  of  the  local  militia  of 
Plymouth  county,  and  on  the  17fh  of  July  1787,  to  Colonel. 

In  1794  Col.  Fearing  was  promoted  to  Brigadier  General,  and 
held  that  position  about  fifteen  years.  His  remains  are  in  Ware" 
ham,  and  grave  marked  by  a  handsome  slab  of  white  marble 
bearing  an  inscription. 

In  the  local  militia  of  Bristol  county,  Fairhaven  has  been  repre- 
sented in  the  lists  of  field  officers  and  adjutants  as  follows: 

Second  Regiment. 

Thomas  Wood,  Major,  from  Feb.  1, 1819  to  1822. 

Thomas  Wood,  Adjutant,  from  Aug.  24,  1815,  to  Feb.  1, 1819. 

The  entire  militia  of  the  State  were  for  the  last  time  required  to 
muster  in  the  autumn  of  1833,  forty-two  years  ago.  Fairhaven 
militia  at  that  time  formed  a  part  of  the  2d  Regiment  in  the  Bristol 
County  Brigade,  then  known  as  the  2d  Brigade  of  5th  Division 
Mass.  Militia. 

This  last  inspection  and  final  review  came  off  on  the  14th  day 
of  October,  1833,  the  2d  Regiment  being  at  that  time  commanded 
by  Lieut.  Colonel  Henry  II.  Crapo,  who  was  soon  after  promo- 
ted to  Colonel.* 


♦Note.  On  that  occasion  the  Field  Officers  of  the  2d  Regiment  were,  Lieut. 
Colonel  Henry  H.  Crapo,  acting  as  Colonel  Commanding,  and  Major  David  Syl- 
vester, acting  as  Lieut.  Colonel,  Besides  the  Fairhaven  militia  then  and  there 
inspected,  was  three  companies  from  Dartmouth  uiukr  Captains  Simeon  P. 
Pullen,  Gilbert  Millard,  and  Samuel  P.  Allen,  a  company  from  New  Bedford 
under  Lieut.  George  C.  Tew,  and  two  companies  from  Westport  under  Captains 
Ebenezer  Sherman  and  Christopher  A.  Church. 
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Fairhaven  militia  was  then  organized  as  two  companies,  and 
the  names  found  upon  the  rolls  were  as  follows: 
Captain  Wood's  Company. 

Isaac  Wood.  Jr.,  Captain;  William  C.  Brown,  Lieut.;  Charles 
H.  Wing,  Ensign ;  Ezra  Babcock,  Sergeant ;  Ammita  Hammond, 
Luther  Howard,  John  Howard,  Reuben  Delano,  Jr.,  James  R. 
Lawrence.  Wm.  B.  Hammond,  Kelley  M.  Huttleston,  Isaiah  F. 
Terry,  Frederick  Hitch,  Ebenezer  Keen,  Jesse  Sherman,  Sylva- 
nus  Hitch,  Seth  Jenney,  Henry  Hitch,  Caleb  Chandler,  Joseph 
Butman,  David  C.  Wood,  David  Howe,  John  Terry,  George  Dean, 
Harvey  Tripp,  Charles  Eldridge,  Joseph  West,  Samuel  P.  Jen- 
ney, John  L.  Richardson,  Everett  Waterman,  Nathaniel  Higgins, 
Joseph  Lairth,  Richard  E.  Macomber,  Warren  Maxfield,  Jr., 
Ebenezer  Jones,  Stephen  Nye,  James  Taber,  Thomas  Allen,  Abel 
D.  Bond,  Elisha  Bump.  John  Stoddard,  George  Snow,  Jonathan 
Maxfield,  Wm.  Mason,  David  "Saunders,  Wesley  Chase,  Wm. 
Savory,  Benjamin  Potter,  Zachariah  Sturtevant,  Bartholomew 
Taber,  Jr.,  Benjamin  Harlow,  Nathaniel  Smith,  John  Shaw, 
Andrew  J.  Rodman,  Wm.  H.  Pope,  Alborn  Allen,  Leander  May- 
hew,  Alfred  M.  Wright,  Joseph  B,  Morse,  John  Smith,  Sylvanus 
Covington,  Joseph  Simmons,  Samuel  Shaw,  Hiram  Tripp,  John 
Bray,  Nathaniel  S.  Stoddard,  Ebenezer  Thompson,  Nathaniel 
Head,  Caleb  S.  Purrington,  Wm.  A.  Worden,  Jeremiah  Bray, 
Frederick  Hammond,  Isaac  N.  Babbitt,  Jonathan  Heart,  Abner 
W.  Brownell,  Roland  Rogers,  Benj.  R.  Gifibrd,  Daniel  Hathaway, 
Enoch  Taber,  George  Luther,  James  Crocker,  Hiram  Irish,  George 
Smith,  Edwin  R.  Alney,  Nathaniel  Hammond,  Noah  Ashley, 
Amos  S.  Pierce,  Rufus  Peacock,  Elisha  B.  Stephens,  Private  Sol- 
diers. 

Lieut.  Allen's  Company. 

Philip  Allen,  Lieut.;  John  L.  Wesgate,  Ensign;  Amos  Braley, 
Silas  Perry,  and  Benjamin  Evans,  Sergeants;  William  B.  Omey, 
Hiram  Parris,  and  Peter  Merrihew,  Corporals;  Leonard  Kean, 
John  L.  Braley,  and  Rufus  White,  3Iusicians ;  Levi  Mason,  Alex, 
ander  H.  Taber,  Nathaniel  S.  Pierce,  Benjamin  Chamberlain,  John 
Vincent,  Gideon  Harden,  Jesse  Harden,  Charles  Tripp,  Savory 
Hathaway,  Nye  Gifibrd,  Charles  A.  Rounsevill,  James  S.  Allen, 
Freeman  Hathaway,  2d,  George  Morse,  Elias  Reynolds,  John  B. 
Chase,  Benjamin  Chase,  Leonard  Hathaway,  Edward  Morse,  Sam- 
uel R.  Howard,  Albert  Morse,  Job  Hathaway,  Stephen  Davis 
Lynde  Davis,  Barnabas  Spooner,  Isaac  S.  Tobey,  Seth  I.  Tobey 
Aldeu  Spooner,  Robert  Smith,  Elihu  H.  Lawrence,  Samuel  Hath, 
away,   Warren  Ashley,  Amos  Ciishing,  Hiram  Pierce,  George 
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Omy,  Alden  Lawrence,  Nathan  "Willcox,  Levi  Russell,  Abram 
Sherman,  Jr.,  Job  Whelding,  Azariah  Cushman,  Amos  Merrihew, 
David  Peirce,  Darius  Bosworth,  Ezra  Spooner,  Tallman  Taber, 
Marcus  T.  Ashley,  Phineas  Peckham,  "Wm.  S.  Peckham,  Isaac  Rey- 
nolds,  Jr.,  Sampson  Perkins,  Lemuel  M.  Amesbury,  Caleb  Spoon - 
er,  Edson  de  Moranville,  Joshua  Morse,  James  Potter,  Benjamin 
Chamberlain,  Mason  Taber,  Humphrey  Davis,  Jr,  Private  Sold- 
iers. 

.Recapitulation.  Capt.  Wood's  company,  1  Captain,  1  Lieut., 
1  Ensign,  1  Sergeant,  0  Corporals,  0  Musicians  and  85  privates. 
Total,  89. 

Lieut.  Allen's  Company.  0  Captain,  1  Lieut.,  1  Ensign,  3  Ser- 
geants, 3  Corporals,  3  Musicians,  60  privates.  Total,  71.  Grand 
total  of  the  militia  of  Fairhaven  Oct.  14,  1833,  =  160. 

Population  of  Fairhaven  in  1865,  =  2547,  and  in  1870,  =2626. 
Legal  voters  in  1865,  =  664,  valuation  1870,  $1,676,529,57. 

Distance  from  State  Capitol  for  which  milage  is  allowed  to  a  Rep- 
resentative, 60  miles.  Fairhaven  and  Acushnet  constitute  one  rep- 
resentative district,  and  these  towns  are  entitled  to  one  represen- 
tative every  year,  and  to  make  honors  easy  the  representative  is 
selected  alternately  from  each  town. 

Fairhaven  people  were  formerly  engaged  quite  extensively  in 
the  whaling  business,  but  that  is  now  greatly  diminished,  almost 
abandoned. 


■ 
■ 
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NEW  BEDFORD. 

The  pale-face  first  trod  New  Bedford  territory  in  1602,  when 
Bartholomew  Gosnoldr  having  fortified  himself  at  Cuttyhunk 
Island,  made  an  excursion  to  the  main  land.  The  adventurers 
described  the  locality  as  possessing  stately  groves,  flowery  mead- 
ows and  running  brooks,  and  were  delighted  with  the  climate,  the 
beauty  of  the  country  and  the  fertility  of  the  soil.  Bartholomew, 
however,  was  not  much  of  a  settler,  but  rather  an  explorer  and  a 
speculator.  In  modern  phrase,  he  was  "on  the  make."  Had  he 
chanced  to  land  at  Newburyport  and  struck  its  silver  mine,  he 
might  have  remained,  but  as  it  happened  he  soon  abandoned  both 
the  main  land  and  Cuttyhunk  and  sailed  for  England  with  a  cargo 
of  sassafras-root,  cedar  and  furs.  It  was  not  till  1664  that  the  local- 
ity now  New  Bedford  was  settled  and  incorporated  as  an  offshoot 
of  the  Plymouth  Colony.  The  corporate  name  was  Dartmouth, 
and  the  original  tract  included  besides  what  is  now  New  Bedford 
the  present  towns  of  Dartmouth,  Westport,  Fairhaven  and  Acush- 
net  in  this  State,  and  Tiverton  and  Little  Compton  in  Rhode 
Island. 

The  advantages  of  the  situation  were,  no  doubt,  in  part  the  in- 
ducement to  the  settlement,  but  mainly  it  appears  to  have  been  owing 
to  a  family  jar  in  the  Plymouth  household  in  regard  to  religion.  The 
bulk  of  the  first  settlers  were  Quakers  and  Baptists.  The  "free- 
dom to  worship  God." — which  the  tuneful  Hemans  says  the  Pil- 
grim Fathers  found  at  Plymouth— the  Dartmouth  section  of  the 
colony  were  resolved  to  hold  on  to,  and  rather  than  be  taxed  to 
pay  and  be  compelled  to  listen  to  the  minister  of  Bradford,  Stand- 
ish  and  Win  slow,  they  chose  to  emigrate.  The  project  was  favor- 
ably regarded  by  the  Plymouth  leaders,  and  on  Nov.  29,  1652,  a 
bargain  was  made  whereby  the  Indian  chief,  Wesamequan,  better 
known  as  Massasoit,  and  his  son,  "Wamsutta,  sometimes  called 
Alexander,  conveyed  by  deed  to  Bradford  and  his  associates,  the 
Dartmouth  territory  and  the  islands  lying  before  it. 

The  Quakers  built  a  meeting  house  at  Dartmouth  in  1699,  and 
were  organized  as  a  religious  body  at  an  earlier  date.  The  Bap- 
tists appear  to  have  maintained  a  travelling  preacher,  who  visited 
various  settlements  in  turn.  It  was  not  till  1761  that  the  Congre- 
gationalists  formed  a  society,  and  then  at  the  village  of  Acush- 
net. 
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THE  REVOLUTION. 

The  flames  of  patriotism  burned  warm  and  bright  in  the  Dart- 
mouth community  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution.  The  place  was 
famous  as  a  rendezvous  for  privateers.  Among  the  notable  events 
of  that  epoch  was  the  capture  of  His  Majesty's  twelve-gun  brig, 
the  Diligent,  by  the  Dartmouth  privateer,  Providence,  a  sloop  of 
about  ninety  tons.  The  captured  vessel  was  brought  to  New  Bed- 
ford harbor.  This  and  other  similar  acts  were  avenged  by  the 
British,  who  made  a  raid  under  command  of  General  Grey  on 
September  5,  1778,  destroyed  all  the  stores  and  warehouses  and 
part  of  the  dwellings  of  the  town,  also  seventy  vessels  in  port, 
four  of  which  were  privateers  and  eight  large  ships  with  valuable 
cargos.  The  British  expedition  included  two  frigates,  an  eigh- 
teen-gun  brig,  and  about  thirty-six  transports  and  5000  men.  The 
force  of  the  patriots  was  not  sufficient  to  cope  with  the  enemy,  al- 
though there  was  considerable  fighting  and  several  were  killed  on 
both  sides.  The  acts  of  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  King 
and  Ministry  begin  on  the  recordwith  the  year  1768.  and  corres- 
pond in  their  character  to  the  official  action  taken  from  time  to 
time  by  other  towns  of  Massachusetts  during  the  interval 
between  that  date  and  the  close  of  the  war. 

THE   CIVIL  WAR. 

New  Bedford  has  ever  been  one  of  freedom's  strongholds. 
During  the  comparatively  recent  anti-slavery  agitation  it  was  one 
of  the  noted  places  of  refuge  for  fugitive  slaves.  It  was  the 
refusal  of  a  negro  landowner  in  Dartmouth  to  pay  taxes,  because 
of  beiug  deprived  of  the  right  of  suffrage  that  led  the  Massachu- 
setts Legislature  to  grant  equal  rights  of  suffrage  to  black  and 
white  within  the  State.  In  the  recent  war  of  the  rebellion,  New 
Bedford  took  a  prompt  and  active  part  and  fulfilled  all  the  de- 
mands of  patriotism,  in  a  manner  and  spirit  not  exceeded  by  any 
of  her  sister  towns  and  cities.  Since  the  war  a  handsome 
monument  of  granite  has  been  erected  at  the  Common,  near  the 
centre  of  the  city,  on  which  are  to  be  inscribed  the  names  of  the 
patriots  who  fell  in  battle  or  died  from  wounds  or  sickness 
incident  to  the  struggle  of  arms.  The  first  post  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  of  the  Massachusetts  District  was 
organized  in  New  Bedford.  It  is  entitled  William  Logan  Rodman 
Encampment,  Post  No.  1.  Rodman  was  Lieutennant-Colonel  of 
the  thirty-eighth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  and  was  killed  at  Port 
Hudson,  May  27,  1863. 
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THE   WHALING  INDUSTRY. 

In  the  year  1850  and  the  three  following,  the  average  annual 
product  of  American  whaling  vessels  was:  Sperm  Oil,  93,608,  bar- 
rels; whale  oil,  218,354  barrels;  whalebone,  3,436,975  pounds. 
In  the  year  1874  it  was:  Sperm,  32,203  barrels;  whale,  37,782  bar- 
rels; bone,  345,560  pounds.  The  decrease  has  been  pretty  regular 
from  the  former  date  to  the  latter.  In  1854  there  were  668  Amer- 
ican vessels  employed  in  the  whale  fishery,  the  highest  number 
ever  reached.  January  1,  1875,  there  were  163  vessels  so  em- 
ployed. Of  these,  New  Bedford  sent  out  119;  Edgartown,  2; 
Proviucetown,  18;  Boston,  6;  New  London,  14;  Sag  Harbor.  1; 
New  York,  2;  San  Francisco,  1.  At  the  present  time  the  New 
Bedford  fleet  is  distributed  nearly  as  follows:  North  and  South 
Atlantic,  68  vessels;  Indian  Ocean,  17  vessels;  Pacific  Ocean,  and 
New  Zealand,  33  vessels;  Cumberland  Inlet  and  Hudson's  Bay,  4 
vessels;  North  Pacific,  18  Vessels.  Of  the  New  Bedford  fleet, 
110  are  ships  or  barques. 

OTHER  MATTERS. 

The  first  Mayor  of  New  Bedford  was  Abraham  H.  Howland. 
The  present  mayor  is  Abraham  H.  Howland,  Jr.,  son  of  the  former. 
He  is  a  popular  citizen,  and  in  party  politics  is  reckoned  a  Dem- 
ocrat. The  present  is  his  first  year  in  the  Mayoralty.  The  issue 
of  the  canvass  last  fall  had  no  relation  to  national  politics,  but 
was  of  the  respective  merits  of  the  prohibitory  and  the  license  law 
policies  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors.  The  oppo- 
sing candidate  was  a  prohibitionist.  The  present  Mayor  is,  how- 
ever, a  good  temperance  man,  and  is  ambitious  to  have  the  law  as 
existing  strictly  enforced.  He  has  not  heretofore  held  public  office 
excepting  in  the  Fire  Department,  wherein  he  has  served  as  Chief 
engineer. 

The  schools  are  classified  as  follows ;  High  school,  1 ;  grammar 
schools,  3 ;  primary  schools,  11 ;  country  schools,  7.  Besides  these, 
there  are  two  evening  schools,  and  what  is  called  the  "Mill  School." 
Of  pupils,  there  are  in  the  high  school,  259 ;  grammar  schools, 
1153;  primary  schools,  1556;  country  schools,  260;  evening  and 
mill  schools,  enrolled,  312.  The  school  expenditures  of  last  year 
were  $80,851.18,  including  the  income  of  the  Sylvia  Ann  Howland 
fund  of  $30,136.09.  The  school  buildings  of  the. city  are  in  gen- 
eral up  to  the  demands  of  the  age,  and  a  new  high  school  building 
is  now  in  course  of  erection. 
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Next  to  the  whaling  interest,  manufacturing  has  contributed  to 
the  wealth  of  the  city. 

The  New  Bedford  and  New  York  Steamship  Company  is  an  im- 
portant auxiliary  in  the  business  transactions  of  the  city.  Its 
vessels  are  safely  and  promptly  navigated  from  port  to  port  with- 
out much  regard  to  wind  or  weather.  It  is  relied  upon  by  the 
merchants  of  New  Bedford  as  a  sure  freight  connection  between 
the  city  and  the  commercial  metropolis.  Under  this  head  it  may 
be  added  that  the  valuation  of  the  city  for  1874  was:  Eeal  estate, 
$11,665,400;  personal,   $13,846,904.95.    Population,  25,876. 

TAUNTON. 

Taunton  is  one  of  the  pleasantest  of  inland  cities.  It  is  not  one 
Of  those  cities  which,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  Scripture,  "cannot 
be  hid."  It  has  no  resounding  shore-front,  and  gazers  from  the 
decks  of  steamboats  have  no  ocular  knowledge  of  its  existence ; 
nor  is  the  traveller  by  railroad  much  privileged  in  this  respect,  and 
as  he  is  whirled  past  it,  or  is  delayed  momentarily  at  the  usual  stop- 
ping places,  his  glance  at  its  situation  conveys  but  a  vague  idea  of 
the  actuality.  To  the  traveller  by  balloon  it  must  appear  as  a 
lovely  picture  and,  doubtless,  offers  such  an  one  tempting  invita- 
tions to  linger  and  abide.  Its  streets  and  dwellings  have  an  air  of 
calmness  and  stability,  certifying  that  they  were  not  a  growth  of 
yesterday ;  yet  there  is  nothing  rusty  or  antiquated  about  it,  as  if 
its  mission  were  ended,  and  it  lived  only  to  cherish  the  record  or 
the  legend  of  a  glorious  past.  It  looks  to  be  a  city  of  to-day,  just 
evenly  abreast  the  age,  not  too  swift  and  railroady,  nor  too  moder- 
ate, conservative  and  stage-coachy.  The  grounds  about  its  man- 
sions have  a  paradisaical  aspect,  the  right  mingling  of  sunshine 
and  shadow,  as  if  contentment  and  peace  were  possible  there,  sug- 
gesting the  beginning  of  things  and  the  original  garden ;  while  the 
principal  street  and  Central  square  call  the  visitor's  attention  to  the 
latest  styles  and  all  modern  improvements,  and  make  him  instinct- 
ively ask  for  the  morning  newspaper  and  the  noon  stock  quotations 
of  London,  New  York  and  Chicago.' 

Taunton  is  a  city  of  levels  rather  than  acclivities,  and  would 
inevitably  have  had  an  agricultural  destiny  had  it  not  chanced 
that  one  of  the  river  courses  that  meanders  through  its  territory 
was  compelled  to  make  a  comparatively  sudden  descent  of  sixty 
or  seventy  feet,  This  river  incline  caught  the  attention  of  the 
enterprising  mill-wrights  of  former  days,  so  that  in  the  progress 
of  events  Taunton  has,  from  small  beginnings  in  the  use  of  water 
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power,  become  one  of  the  great  manufacturing  cities  of  the  State 
and  Nation.  The  arts  of  man  have  admirably  supplemented  the 
devices  of  nature,  and  the  woodland  stream  which  the  aborigines 
knew  is  bat  one  of  many  factors  which  have  contributed  to  the 
city's  growth  and  prosperity.  Chief  among  these  is  the  railroad 
or  rather  the  multiplicity  of  railroads  which  find,  or  can  at  will 
find,  a  centre  and  connection  here.  A  glance  at  the  map  discloses 
something  like  the  lines  of  a  spider's  web,  the  centre  of  which  is 
Taunton.  Southerly  the  lines  extend  to  Fall  River  and  Newport, 
and  again  to  New  Bedford  and  Fairhaven.  Southeasterly,  a  long 
line  stretches  away  in  the  most  determined  manner  as  if  it  would 
cross  the  seas,  until  at  Harwich  it  bends  with  seeming  reluctance 
towards  the  north  and  pushes  forward  with  renewed  vigor,  stop- 
ping only  at  the  finger  tip  of  Massachusetts,  sand-bound  and 
ocean-bound  Provincetown.  Eastwardly  the  lines  make  Middle- 
boro',  Bridgewater,  Abington,  Plymouth  and  all  the  South  Shore 
towns  accessible.  Northwardly  tne  line  blends  with  others  at 
Stoughton  and  Canton,  and  at  Randolph  and  .South  Braintree, 
and  from  these  separated  points  the  spider  of  civil  engineering  con- 
verges the  lines  so  that  they  meet  at  Boston.  Northwesterly,  a 
line  extends  from  Taunton  through  Mansfield,  South  Framingham 
and  Clinton  to  Fitchburg,  and  thence  beyond  the  Green  Mount- 
ains into  Canada.  The  westerly  line  stretches  to  Attleboro'  and 
Providence.  At  Providence  and  South  Framingham  other  lines 
connect  with  other  webs,  and  thus  the  great  cities  of  the  West  and 
South  and  the  great  city  of  the  Pacific  shore  are  "opened  up." 
Accessibility  is  therefore  to  be  predicted  of  Taunton,  and  what  is 
next  in  importance  for  manufacturing  and  commercial  purposes, 
ready,  rapid  and  unintermittent  transportation  to — well,  to  almost 
anywhere  in  North  America.  In  nearly  every  State  in  the  Union, 
a  railroad  corporation  may  order  a  locomotive  from  Taunton,  and 
have  it  deliver  itself  to  the  buyer  on  its  own  wheels.  Taunton's 
prosperity  began  in  an  humble  way  in  the  grinding  of  grists  and 
the  catching  of  herring ;  it  is  consumated  in  a  mass  of  wonders, 
not  peculiar  to  itself,  certainly,  but  which,  except  that  the  age  of 
miracles  should  recur,  would  have  been  deemed  rank  impossibili- 
ties by  the  millers  and  fishers  of  the  early  days.  In  1870,  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  City  was  18,467 ;  this  year,  by  the  census  just  taken, 
it  is  20,429. 

The  manufacture  of  iron  is  the  leading  business  of  Taunton, 
and  in  its  various  branches,  a  capital  of  about  $2,000,000  is  in- 
vested. 
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The  majority  of  people  would  not,  probably,  at  first  thought  class 
Taunton  among  the  shipping  ports,  yet  in  fact  a  very  considerable 
business  in  this  line  is  transacted,  the  "Weir  Village,  so-called,  being 
at  the' head  of  navigation  of  Taunton  River.  To  this  point,  ves- 
sels of  from  600  to  800  tons  burden  are  constantly  brought  by  tow- 
boats,  the  channel  being  too  crooked  and  narrow  to  permit  of  sail- 
ing to  advantage.  Vessels  of  eight  or  nine  feet  draft  may  now  be 
navigated  to  the  Weirs.  A  serious  obstruction  formerly  existed  in 
rocks  in  the  river  bed,  at  a  point  called  the  "Needles."  These 
have  been  blasted  away  from  time  to  time,  formerly  at  the  expense 
of  business  men  and  firms  of  Taunton  contributing,  but  latterly  by 
appropriation  of  Congress.  The  work  is  to  be  prosecuted  still 
further,  and  a  few  years  hence  the  city  will  doubtless  have  still 
better  than  the  very  satisfactory  facilities  for  navigation  now  en- 
joyed. The  banking  capital  of  the  city  is  as  follows:  Taunton 
National  Bank,  capital,  $600,000 ;  Bristol  County  National  Bank, 
$500,000;  Machinists  National  Bank,  $200,000;  Bristol  county 
Savings  Bank,  deposits,  $3,309,000;  Taunton  Savings  Bank,  de- 
posits upwards  of  $1,000,000.  The  valuation  of  Taunton  by  the 
Assessors  of  1874  was  $18,326,228. 
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ELECTR  &TYPI  H  G  &  STEB  EOTYPI H8 . 

Book  and  all  kinds  of  Job  Work  done  in  the  best  manner,  at 
low  prices.  Type  composition  for  electrotyping  done  in  good 
style.    Designing  and  Engraving  at  engravers'  prices. 

■ 

The  attention  of  all  parties  using  Wood  Cuts  is  called  to  the  fact  that  hy  usine  elec- 
trotypes instead  of  the  cut,  they  save  all  wear  on  the  cut,  and  insure  it  against  loss  for 
a  small  sum. 
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Surgery  as  a  Science  and  Art.  —  In  the  material  universe 
nature  is  constantly  improving  herself  throughout  the  ever  varying 
cycles  of  her  boundless  empire,  and  by  the  aid  of  science  and  of 
art  is  giving  double  lustre  to  the  glory  of  her  endless  charms. 
The  skilled  hand  of  the  gardener,  the  scientific  acumen  of  the 
botanist  and  the  persevering  efforts  of  the  horticulturist,  are 
crowning  the  world  with  fragrance  and  beauty.  As  in  nature  so 
in  art.  One  generation  succeeds  another;  and  the  skill,  science 
and  wisdom  of  the  past,  in  their  manufactures,  architecture  and 
infinite  manipulations  for  usefulness  and  beauty,  are  ours  to-day 
to  study  and  to  improve;  and  so  rapid  is  our  advance  that  we 
cease  to  wonder  and  look  but  to  admire.  And  as  in  Nature,  Art 
and  Science,  so  in  Medicine.  ''Day  unto  day  uttereth  speech,  and 
night  unto  night  showeth  wisdom,"  and  it  would  almost  seem 
that  the  flaming  sword  which  guarded  the  Tree  of  Life  had  been 
withdrawn.  If  men  would  be  guided  by  their  medical  advisers 
we  verily  believe  that  one-half  of  the  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to 
would  cease  to  be.  There  has  recently  been  reference  made, 
through  many  of  the  newspapers  to  a  remarkable  surgical  opera- 
tion, in  the  removal  of  a  tumor  from  the  neck  of  a  Mr.  Stevens  of 
Ho^oken.  This  gentleman,  like  a  great  many  others  under  simi- 
lar circumstances  visited  Europe  for  the  express  purpose  of  hav- 
ing an  operation  performed  by  an  European  surgeon.  As  he  was 
very  wealthy  he  offered  the  fabulous  sum  of  one  million  dollars 
for  a  successful  removal  of  the  tumor,  but  none  dared  to  risk  their 
reputation  on  so  critical  an  operation.  After  returning  home  ap- 
plication was  made  to  Dr.  Willard  Parker  of  New  York,  who,  as- 
sisted by  a  dozen  other  veterans  in  the  medical  service,  successfully 
removed  it. 

An  operation  has  recently  been  performed  in  this  city  perhaps 
quite  as  critical  and  more  complicated.  Mr.  S.  H.  Newport* 
residing  at  No.  23  Trumbull  street,  has  for  some  time  past  been 
afflicted  with  tumors  on  the  side  of  his  neck ;  within  a  few  months 
they  increased  in  size  rapidly,  rendering  breathing  and  swallowing 
extremely  difficult,  owing  to  their  great  pressure  upon  the  throat. 
'  One  was  situated  just  above  the  clavicle  or  collar  bone;  another 
beneath  the  external  jugular  vein,  and  the  sterno-mastoid  muscle 
at  the  angle  of  the  lower  jaw,  just  below  the  ear ;  and  the  third  was 
deeply  imbedded  beneath  the  internal  jugular  vein  and  carotid  ar- 
tery pressing  upon  the  larynx.  These  tumors  were  of  the 
encysted  type,  which  rendered  their  extirpation  more  difficult  and 
hazardous.  Dr.  E.  F.  Whitman,  of  Beacon  Street,  administered 
ether  and  removed  the  tumors  with  perfect  success. 

The  human  organization  is  to  the  skilled  physician  and  surgeon 
what  the  most  complicated  machine  is  to  the  mechanic, — a  thorough 
knowledge  of  which  enables  him  to  restore  to  action  and  harmony 
such  derangements  as  would  seem  impossible  to  one  less  skilled  in 
the  science.  It  is  evident  that  there  is  no  need  of  going  abroad 
for  medical  advice,  as  we  have  many  in  this  country  who  are  in  no 
wise  inferior  in  medical  and  surgical  skill  to  those  of  Europe. 

Boston  Globe- 
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CARPENTER  &  ROBINSON, 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Dealers  in 

Beef,  Pork,  Mutton,  Veal 

AND  COUNTRY  PRODUCE. 

1    :  ■">t  wt  ^ 


Bin  s  m9 

Market  on  High  St.,  near  the  Taunton  Branch  Depot. 

TATJISTTON,    MASS. 

WM.  B.  CARPENTER.  NATBA.N  G.  ROBINSON. 


chanics  lational  Bank, 

NORTH  WATER,  FOOT  OF  WILUflM  STREET. 
Capital, $600,000. 


WM.  W.  CRAPO,  President. 

E.  WILLIAMS  HERVEY,  JAMES  W.  HERVEY, 

Cashier^  Assistant  Cashier. 

LEMUEL  T.  TERRY,         NATHAN  C.  HATHAWAY, 

Bookkeeper^  Clerk. 

Directors.— W.  W.  Crape,  J.  R.  Thornton,  Jireh  Swift,  jr.,  Thomas  Wilcox, 
William  Watkins,  Edward  D.  Mandell,  Andrew  G.  Pierce,  Horatio  Hathaway, 
Henry  F.  Thomas,  Loum  Snow. 

Discount  days  Tuesday  and  Friday. 
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RAYNHAM. 

Raynham  was  formerly  a  part  of  Taunton,  from  jvhich  it  was 
set  off  and  incorporated,  as  a  new  and  distinct  town,  April  2,  1731. 
Some  dispute  about  the  boundary  line  between  Raynham  and 
Taunton  was  settled  as  late  as  1866. 

Raynham  was  included  in  that  ancient  purchase  made  of  the 
Indians  by  Miss  Elizabeth  Poole  and  her  associates,  in  or  near  1637, 
and  called  "Tetequet  Purchase,"  and  also  Cohannet. 

This  was  incorporated  as  a  part  of  Taunton  Sept.  3,  1639,  and  it 
thus  remained  nearly  92  years. 

The  first  European  settlements  were  commenced  about  1650,  or 
some  13  years  after  the  date  of  purchase. 

In  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  town,  Messrs.  Leonard  &  Russell 
established  in  Taunton,  that  part  now  Raynham,  a  forge  for 
extracting  iron  from  ore,  this  being  the  largest  establishment  of 
the  kind  then  upon  the  American  continent. 

Henry  Leonard  ere  long  removed  to  New  Jersey  and  set  up  a  like 
establishment  there.  Ralph  Russell  went  to  Dartmouth  and  set  up 
works  of  like  character.  James  Leonard  remained  at  Taunton, 
now  Raynham,  and  was  father  of  the  large  and  very  respectable 
family  of  Leonards  at  Taunton,  Norton,  and  Raynham.  The  forge 
remained  in  the  possession  of  James  Leonard  and  his  lineal 
descendants  for  an  entire  century.     It  is  now  an  anchor  forge. 

In  or  near  1700  the  Leonards  built  at  Raynham  a  large,  and  for 
that  time,  in  this  country,  a  very  elegant  dwelling.  This  house 
was  modelled  after  the  English  fashion  prevailing  in  the  18th  cen- 
tury, with  a  few  modifications  proper  for  defence  against  Indians, 
with  which  the  country  abounded  at  the  date  of  its  erection.  This 
house  was  the  family  mansion  of  the  Leonards  for  six  or  seven  suc- 
cessive generations,  and  in  some  of  the  early  wars  was  garrisoned. 
Tradition  asserts  that  at  the  breaking  out  of  King  Philip's  war,  in 
1675,  that  chieftain  gave  strict  orders  to  his  followers  never  to 
hurt  the  Leonards,  but  in  the  excitement  incident  to  war  and 
bloodshed  it  was  not  always  practical  to  carry  out  these  instructions, 
and  hence  we  hear  that  Uriah  Leonard,  who  was  riding  on  horse- 
back from  Taunton  to  the  forge,  was  fired  upon  by  the  Indians. 
He  instantly  plucked  off  his  hat,  swung  it  around,  which  started 
his  horse  and  in  full  career,  he  reached  the  forge  dam  without  a 
wound,  but  several  bullets  were  shot  through  the  hat  he  held  in 
his  hand,  and  through  the  neck  of  the  horse  near  the  mane,  from 
which  the  blood  on  both  sides  gushed  and  ran  down  on  both  his 
legs. 
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While  Deacon  Nathaniel  Williams  with  some  others  were  at 
work  in  the  field  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  forge,  one  of  the  number  discovered  a  motion  of  the 
bushes  at  a  little  distance ;  he  immediately  presented  his  gun  and 
fired,  upon  which  the  Indians  were  heard  to  cry  cocoosh,  and  run 
off,  but  soon  after,  one  of  the  Indians  was  found  dead  near  by. 

Near  what  is  called  Squabetty,  were  killed  by  the  Indians,  Henry 
Andross,  James  Phillips,  James  Bell,  and  two  boys;  they  were 
fired  upon  by  the  Indians  who  were  in  ambush.  The  graves  of  the 
slain  are  still  pointed  out  not  far  from  the  banks  of  the  Taunton 
River. 

Rev.  John  Wales  was  Raynham's  first  minister.  He  graduated 
at  Harvard  College  in  1728,  and  married  Hazadiah,  a  daughter 
of  Deacon  Samuel  Leonard.  Deacon  Samuel  Leonard,  the  fourth 
son  of  Major  Thomas  Leonard,  and  grandson  of  James  Leonard. 

Rev.  John  Wales  was  a  son  of  Elder  Nathaniel  Wales,  who  was 
ordained  a  ruling  Elder  of  The  church  of  Braintree,  Feb.  27,  1700. 

Rev.  John  Wales  served  in  the  gospel  ministry  34  years,  and  died 
Feb.  23,  1765. 

Next  came  Rev.  Perez  Fobes,  LL.  D.  He  was  ordained  in 
Raynham  Nov.  19,  1766.  He  was  born  in  Bridgewater  Sept.  .21, 
1742.    He  died  in  Raynham  Feb.  23, 1812. 

Rev.  Stephen  Hull  was  the  successor  of  Rev.  Mr.  Fobes.  Mr. 
Hull  was  installed  in  Raynham  Sept.  9, 1812,  and  continued  pastor 
of  the  Congregational  church  here  until  May  1,  1823,  when  dis- 
missed at  his  own  request. 

Rev.  Enoch  Sarrdford  was  the  next  minister.    He  was  ordained 
Oct.  2, 1823,  and  continued  in  the  ministry  here  until  1837. 
-    The  following  named  gentlemen  of  this  town  have  attained  to 
positions  in  the  local  militia  higher  than  that  of  Captain: 

Colonels:— Noah  Hall  from  March  22, 1792  to  1795 ;  Warren  Lin- 
coln from  August  13, 1831,  to  1832. 

Lieut.  Colonels: — Zephaniah  Leonard  from  about  177- ;  Jonathan 
Shaw,  from  1781  to  1788;  Noah  Hall,  from  May  .15,  1788  to  March 
22,  1792;  Warren  Lincoln,  from  Sept.  23,  1829  to  Aug.  13,  1831; 
William  L.  Wilbur,  from  Oct.  23,  1838  to  April  24,  1840. 

Senior  Major: — John  Gilmore,  from  1S05  to  1806. 

Majors: — Jonathan.  Shaw,  from  1779  to  1781;  John  Gilmore, 
from  April  26,  1798  to  1805;  Eliab  B.  Dean,  from  Sept.  16,  1817 
to  1822 ;  William  D.  Robinson,  from  May  13, 1837  to  April  24, 1840. 
All  these  field  officers  held  their  military  positions  in  the  3d  Reg't, 
in  2d  Brigade,  5th  Division,  except  Eliab  B.  Dean,  who  was  major 
of  a  battalion  of  cavalry. 

The  present  population  of  Raynham  is  1687 ;  legal  voters  428. 
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SOMERSET. 

Somerset  is  bounded  northerly  by  Dighton,*  easterly  by  Free- 
town and  Fall  River,  and  westerly  by  Swansea. 

By  the  common  carriage  roads,  (old  mail  routes),  Somerset  is 
45  miles  from  Boston,  13  from  Taunton,  and  13  from  Providence. 

Population  in  1840,  10G3;  in  1865,  1789;  in  1870,  1776;  in  1875, 
1940.     Legal  voters  in  1865,  385 ;  in  1875,  434. 

Under  the  old  militia  system,  of  Massachusetts,  abolished  April 
24,  1840,  the  train  band  of  Somerset  consisted  of  one  company  of 
infantry  of  which  the  captains  were  as  follows ; 

Philip  Bowers  to  1794,  promoted  to  Major  of  First  Regiment  in 
Second  Brigade,  Fifth  Division;  Samuel  Read,  from  Sept.  17, 1794 
to  1799 ;  James  Wilbur  from  May  11, 1799  to  1802 ;  Samuel  Bourne, 
May  4, 1802,  to  April  23, 1808,  promoted  to  Major  of  First  Regiment 
in  2d  Brigade  5th  Division;  John  Hood,  from  Nov.  5,  1808  to  Dec. 
27,1817;  Hanan  Wilbur,  from  -June  29,  1818  to  1820;  Elisha 
Slade,  Jr.,  from  April  28,  1820  to  Sept  28,  1821,  promoted  to  Major 
of  Fifth  Regiment,  in  Second^ Brigade,  Fifth  Division;  Stephen 
Brayton,  from  May  7th,  1822  to  March  20,  1826;  Wheaton  Luther, 
from  Sept.  9,  1826  to  1831 ;  John  D.  Cartwright,  from  Sept.  2d, 
1831  to  1832;  Bradford  Buffinton,  from  1832  to  1837. 

This  system,  once  so  popular,  fell  into  disrepute,  and  the  state  rec- 
ords do  not  show  that  any  captain  was  commissioned  after  1837, 
though  the  company  was  not  disbanded  until  1840. 

While  the  Militia  of  Somerset  constituted  a  part  of  the  First 
Regiment,  this  towrn,  or  that  part  of  Swansea  now  Somerset, 
furnished  that  regiment  with  the  following  named  Field  Officers 
and  Adjutants. 

Colonel: — Jerathmal  Bowers,  from  Feb.  1762. 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Commandant:  —Philip  Bowers,  from  Aug. 
24th,  1801  to  1802;  Joseph  Kellogg  from  1807  to  1808;  Samuel 
Bourne,  from  March  29, 1810  to  1811. 

Senior  Majors: — Philip  Bowers,  from  March  14,  1796  to  Aug.  24 
1801 ;  Samuel  Bourne,,  from  1808  to  March  29,  1810. 

Junior  Majors: — Philip  Bowers,  from  1794  to  March  14,  1796 ; 
Joseph  Kellogg,  from  April  11, 1805  to  1807. 

Adjutants: — Levi' Wheaton,  from  1762;  Joseph  Kellogg,  from 
May  3,  1799  to  April  11,  1805,  promoted  to  Major. 

While  the  militia  of  Somerset  was  in  the  5th  Regiment  of  Second 
Brigade,  Fifth  Division,  the  town  furnished  the  Major,  Elisha 
Slade,  Jr.,  from  Sept.  28,  1821  to  1823. 


A  small  part  of  Dighton,  was  annexed  to  Somerset,  April  4th,  1854. 
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Some  difficulty  arose  between  Col.  Jerathmal  Bowers  and  "the 
higher  powers"  that'caused  him  to  be  dismissed  from  the  office  of 
Colonel.  Lieut.-Cols  Philip  Bowers  and  Samuel  Bourne  either  died 
in  commission  or  resigned  very  near  the  dates  of  their  deaths. 
Major  Elisha  Slade,  Jr.,  became  a  Calvanistic  Baptist  minister  at 
Somerset,  and  preached  a  free  gospel  without  money  and  without 
price,  and  thus  obeying  the  injunction  "  freely  have  ye  received, 
freely  give"  or  in  a  word  illustrating  apostolic  doctrine  and  primitive 
Christianity  in  his  daily  life  and  conversation.  He  was  also  the 
Post  Master  at  Somerset. 


SWANSEA. 

This  town  forms  a  part  of  a  tract  of  country  called  by  the  Indi- 
ans, Wannamoiset.* 

Swausey  was  incorporated  as  a  town,  Oct.  30,  1667.  and  at  that 
date  also  embraced  the  present  limits  of  the  towns  of  Somerset , 
Mass.,  Harrington,  and  a  part  of  Warren,  Rhode  Island.  The 
town,  doubtless  derived  its  name  from  Swansea  in  Wales,  and  in 
its  earliest  records  the  name  was  spelled  as  that  of  the  place  by 
that  name  in  Wales,  but  in  latter  years  it  has  come  to  be  spelled 
Swansey.  In  1649,  Obadiah  Holmes  and  several  other  members 
of  Rev.  Samuel  Newman's  church  in  Rehoboth,  withdrew  and  set 
up  a  separate  meeting.  The  attempt  to  break  up  this  meeting 
(that  was  then  deemed  an  irregularity)  only  served  to  increase  the 
zeal  and  add  to  the  number  of  its  members.  "Freedom  to  wor- 
ship God"  in  Plymouth  Colony  at  that  date,  meant  freedom  to  wor- 
ship God  precisely  as  those  in  temporal  power  should  dictate,  and 
not  otherwise. 

"Freedom  to  worship  God"  in  the  Puritan  system  of  govern- 
ment must  be  understood  in  a  limited  sense.  It  only  meant  free- 
dom for  people  of  their  sect.  They  had  separated  themselves  from 
the  false  teachers  of  England,  and  supposed  they  ought  to  guard 
.  against  the  heresies  and  corruptions  which  cursed  the  old  coun- 
tries. Even  their  failings  leaned  to  virtue's,  side.  The  world  had 
not  then  discovered  the  modern  magnanimous  idea  of  universal 
toleration. 

Fourteen  years  later,  viz:  in  1663,  this  body  of  dissenters  was 
greatly  strengthened  by  the  arrival  of  Rev.  John  Myles,  with  a 
part  of  his  Baptist  Church  which  he  had  formed  in  Wales  and 
soon  after  this  arrival  was  formed  in  Rehoboth,  the  fourth  Baptist 
Church  formed  in  America.   This  church  was  organized  in  the  house 


*A  part  of  what  is  now  called  Swansea  was  by  the  Indians  called  Mattapoi- 
set. 
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of  John  Butterworth,  and  at  firs  Icon  sis  ted  of  seven  members,  viz.: 
Rev.  John  Myles,  (the  pastor,)  James  Brown,  Nicholas  Tanner, 
Joseph  Carpenter,  John  Bnttervvorih,  Eldad  Kingsley  and  Benja- 
min Alby.  The  court  of  Plymouth  Colony  now  interfered,  and 
each  member  of  this  Baptist  Church  was  fined  five  pounds,  pro- 
hibited from  worship  one  month,  and  advised  to  remove  from  the 
Rehoboth  settlement.  In  compliance  with  this  advice  they  re- 
moved to  Wannamoisett,  and  erected  a  house  of  worship  near 
Kelley's  bridge,  on  a  neck  of  land  now  lying  within  the  limits  of 
Harrington,  Rhode  Island.  Their  second  meeting  house  stood 
about  half  a  mile  from  Myles'  Bridge,  on  the  east  side  of  Palmer's 
River. 

It  was  in  Swansea  that,  the  first  English  blood  was  shed  in  that 
terrible  conflict  between  races,  called  King  Philips'  War. 

On  Sunday,  June  20,  1675,  the  Indians  commenced  their  work 
of  destruction  by  killing  the  cattle  owned  by  the  early  English 
settlers  of  Swansea,  and  so  insolent  and  provoking  did  the  conduct 
of  the  former  become  that  an  Englishman  fired  upon  and  wounded 
one  of  the  Indians. 

On  Thursday,  June  24,  1675,  the  Indians  slew  eight  or  nine  of 
the  English  inhabitants  of  Swansea,  which  caused  the  house  of 
Rev.  John  Myles  to  be  fortified  and  garrisoned,  and  the  Colony  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England  to  send  to  the  assistance  of 
their  suffering  countrymen  of  Plymouth  Colony  a  company  of 
Cavalry  under  Captain  Prentice,  and  also  a  company  of  foot 
soldiers  under  Captain  Henchman,  and  these  were  strengthened 
by  a  company  of  Volunteers,  one  hundred  and  ten  in  number,  led 
by  Captain  Moseley. 

The  Massachusetts  forces  arrived  in  Swansea  on  Monday,  June 
28,  where  were  found  the  forces  of  the  Plymouth  Colony  already 
collected. 

But  we  have  neither  the  time  nor  the  space  to  enter  into  the  de- 
tails of  that  greatest  of  New  England  wars. 

No  town,  the  history  of  which  would  be  so  generally  interest- 
ing and  instructive,  from  the  sands  of  Barnstable  to  the  hills  of 
Berkshire,  has  been  so  sadly  neglected  by  historians  as  that  of 
Swansea. 

Swansea,  by  the  ordinary  carriage  road,  (the  old  mail  stage  coach 
route),  is  46  miles  from  Boston,  20  from  New  Bedford,  and  14  from 
Taunton.  Swansea,  Somerset  and  Freetown  constitute  a  district 
for  representation  in  .the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  and  this  dis- 
trict is  entitled  to  send  one  representative  to  the  general  court  each 
year.  This  representative  is  generally  selected  from  each  town 
successively. 
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WESTPORT. 

Westport  is  bounded  northerly  by  the  city  of  Fall  River,  easterly 
by  the  ancient  and  time  honored  town  of  Dartmouth,  southerly  by 
Buzzards  Bay,  and  westerly  by  the  towns  of  Tiverton  and  Little 
Compton  in  the  state  of  Rhode  Island. 

Some  additions  to  the  limits  of  Westport  have,  at  different  times, 
been  made,  and  the  extent  of  her  domain  enlarged  as  follows: 

A  part  of  Dartmouth  was  added  to  Westport  Feb.  25,  1793,  and 
another  addition  from  the  same  town  was  made  March  4, 1805.  A 
part  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  was  annexed  to  Westport  in  1861. 

By  the  old  mail  routes  or  common  carriage  roads  this  town  is 
about  eight  miles  from  New  Bedford,  and  twenty-one  from  New- 
port, R.  I.  For  the  purpose  of  computing  mileage  for  a  Represen- 
tative in  the  general  court  at  Boston,  Westport  is  considered  to  be 
sixty-five  miles  from  the  State  capitol. 

This  town  constitutes  a  representative  district,  and  is  entitled  to 
send  one  Representative  to  the  State  Legislature  every  year. 

Population  in  1840,  2820 ;  in  1865,  2799 ;  in  1870,  2724 ;  in  1875, 
2912.    Legal  voters  in  1865,  769 ;  1875,  808. 

From  1664  until  1787,  a  period  of  123  years,  the  local  militia 
of  that  section  of  country  now  Westport  formed  a  part  of  the  mil- 
itary forces  of  Dartmouth,  which  forces  wTere  in  1667,  by  the 
colonial  court,  ordered  to  submit  to  the  orders  of  Sergeant  James 
Shaw  and  Arthur  Hatherway,  who  by  the  authority  of  said  court 
were  appointed  to  exercise  the  men  in  arms  in  the  town  of  Dart- 
mouth. About  six  years  later,  viz.  March  4,  1673,  John  Smith 
was  appointed  and  commissioned  Lieut.  Commandant  of  all 
the  local  militia  of  Dartmouth,  and  consequently  of  those  residing 
within  the  limits  of  what  subsequently  became  Westport.  Lieut. 
Smith's  subordinate  officer  was  Jacob  Mitchell,  who  was  commis- 
sioned ensign  bearer. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  and  in  some  cases  impossible  to  learn 
who  were  the  military  leaders,  the  "Train  Band  Captains"  of  the 
local  militia  of  the  different  towns,  as  very  meagre  records  of  these 
appear  in  the  public  archives  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
in  Boston,  and  these  are  particularly  deficient  for  the  century  com- 
mencing at  the  date,  when  the  colonies  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in 
New  England,  and  that  of  New  Plymouth,  now  called  Old  Colony, 
were  united.  Indeed  it  wras  not  until  the  adoption  of  a  state  con- 
stitution, near  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  American  Revolution, 
that  order  came  out  of  confusion,  system  and  care  succeeded  irreg- 
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ularity  and  neglect,  and  the  military  history  of  each  town  can  be 
definitely  and  easily  traced  in  the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  Adjutant  General  in  Boston. 

It  is  the  great  difficulty  attending  the  collection  of  this  class  of 
facts,  that  has  caused  the  military  history  of  almost  every  city  and 
town  of  our  commonwealth  to  be  so  seriously  neglected,  and  the 
materials  presented  in  type  to  be  so  scanty  and  meagre  in  the 
extreme.  The  history  of  church  matters  is  full  to  overflowing 
when  compared  with  the  particulars  given  of  military  operations, 
simply  because  clergymen  were  our  earliest  and  for  many  years 
nearly  all  our  local  historians ;  and  to  ask  who  joined  the  church 
of  any  little  hamlet  or  town  in  Massachusetts,  and  when  they 
joined,  and  to  some  extent  the  sins  he  or  she  confessed  while  oii  the 
stool  of  repentance,  as  also  the  details  of  their  religious  experience, 
whether  the  convicted  sinner  was  desirous  of  salvation  as  a  means 
of  escaping  fiery  torments,  or  willing  to  be  damned  for  the  glory  of 
God ;  these,  all  these  and  a  hundred  other  questions  may  be  asked 
with  a  tolerably  reasonable  chance  of  getting  a  full  and  intelligible 
answer.  But,  if  you  enquire  who  from  these  hamlets,  villages,  or 
small  towns  served  their  country's  cause,  risking  life  and  limb  on 
the  battle  field,  and  sometimes  sacrificing  both  in  the  several 
wars  from  King  Philip's,  begun  in  1675,  to  that  of  the  American 
Revolution,  commenced  in  1775,  the  chances  are  as  ten  to  one  that 
you  can  get  no  satisfactory  information  or  the  least  realization  of 
the  promise  that 

"After  years  the  tale  shall  tell 

Who  bravely  fought,  who  nobly  fell. " 

While  the  French  and  Indian  "War  wTas  progressing,  Zacheus 
Tobey  and  Ebenezer  Willis  were  captains  of  Dartmouth  militia. 
Capt.  Tobey  was  promoted  to  Major  of  the  Second  Regiment  in 
1762,  and  Capt.  Willis  was  promoted  to  Major  of  the  same  regi- 
ment in  or  about  1771  and  discharged  Sept.  19, 1775. 

As  early  as  1762,  or  one  hundred  and  thirteen  years  ago,  the  mi- 
litia of  old  or  original  Dartmouth  had  become  so  numerous  as  to 
be  divided  into  five  companies,  one  of  which,  doubtless,  embraced 
the  train  band  and  alarm  list  of  what  is  now  Westport.  The  com- 
missioned officers  of  these  companies  at  that  date  were  as  follows: 

Captains;—  Ebenezer  Aiken,  Job  Almey,  Ezekiel  Cornell,  Ben- 
jamin Sherman  and  Elkanah  Winslow, 

Lieutenants  .-—Jonathan  Winslow,  James  Wilkey,  William  Hix, 
Thomas  Dennis  and  Benjamin  Terry. 

Ensigns: — Elkanah  Tobey,  James  Richmond,  Samuel  Brownell, 
John  Babcock  and  Jairus  Clark. 
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Nineteen  Years  later,  the  militia  of  ancient  Dartmouth  had  been 
increased  to  nine  companies,  and  that  part  of  these  forces  in  what 
subsequently  became  "Westport,  appeared  under  these  officers,  viz. : 

Robert  Earl,  Captain;  Sylvester  Brownell,  Lieut.,  and  John 
Hix,  Ensign. 

In  July,  1788,  Capt.  Robert  Earl  was  promoted  to  Major  of  the 
Second  Regiment  of  the  Bristol  County  Brigade,  and  Lieutenant 
Sylvester  Brownell  advanced  to  Captain  of  the  Westport  Company 

May  20,  1794,  Captain  Sylvester  Brownell  was  promoted  to 
Major. 


FALL  RIVER. 

From  July  1683  to  Feb.  26,  1803,  a  period  of  about  120  years, 
nearly  all  the  territorial  limits  of  Fall  River  were  embraced  in 
Freetown.  From  April  1659  to  July  1683,  or  little  more  than  24 
years,  most  of  Fall  River  was  a  part  of  "Ye  freemen's  land  at 
Taunton  River,"  this  being  the  designation  in  ancient  records,  of 
Plymouth  County. 

February  26,  1803,  was  the  date  of  incorporation  of  Fall  River 
as  a  town.  June  18th  the  name  of  the  town  was  changed  to  Troy, 
and  it  thus  remained  until  Feb.  12,  1834,  when  the  original  name 
was  resumed.  As  a  town  under  the  names  of  Fall  River,  Troy, 
and  Fall  River,  it  remained  until  April  12,  1854,  a  period  of  more 
than  51  years,  and  was  then  incorporated  as  a  city.  A  part  of 
what  had  been  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  was  added  to  the  city  of  Fall  River 
in  1861. 

The  first  church  edifice  in  Freetown  was  erected  within  the  pres- 
ent limits  of  Fall  River,  and  there  stood  and  was  used  for  religious 
purposes  about  98  years.  Adjacent  to  the  church  edifice  and  upon 
the  same  lot  of  land,  stood  a  school  house  where  the  children  of 
former  generations  were  taught  to  read,  write,  and  spell,  and  the 
delightful  task  indulged  in  of  "teaching  young  ideas  how  to  shoot." 
So  long  has  that  house  been  gone  that  all  traditions  concerning  it 
have  been  silenced,  and  have  passed  from  the  minds  and  memories 
of  men.  Secular  knowledge  and  divine  instruction  were  doubtless 
for  a  tirue  imparted  under  the  same  roof,  as  some  of  Freetown's 
earliest  ministers  were  also  employed  to  officiate  in  the  capacity 
of  town  school-master,  as  by  reference  to  the  town  records  of  "ye 
olden  time/'  most  plainly  appears.  (See  1st  Book  Freetown 
Records:) 

"On  the  first  Monday  in  February,  1703-4  voted  that  a  man 
should  be  chosen  to  endeavour  to  bring  a  man  into  town  to  edu- 
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cate  and  instruct  children  in  Reading  and  Writing,  and  dispensing 
the  Gospel  to  the  town.    Exceptance, 

"  JOHN  REED  Jr.   Town  Clerk."* 

Again  we  find  under  the  date  of  May  15th,  1718: — 

"At  a  legal  town  meeting  in  freetown,  Voted; — To  set  up  a 
school  to  learn  children  to  read  and  right,  and  made  a  choyce  of 
Jacob  hathaway,  agent,  to  seek  for  a  school-master. 

"  JOHN  REED,  Jr.,  Town  Clerk." 

Hathaway  was  not  only  a  wrestling  Jacob,  but  a  prevailing 
Israel,  for  live  months  later  we  find  upon  the  time-worn  record 
was  entered, — 

"  October,  the  8th  day, — Voted,  to  allow  thomas  roberts  36 
pounds  for  one  years  service,  to  keep  the  school  at  three  several 
places,  the  public  meeting  house,  Walter  Chase's,  also  at  or  near  to 
John  howlands. 

"  february,  the  14th  day,  1720-%}, — Voted  and  agreed,  to  seek 
out  for  a  school-master  for  the  present  year,  inasmuch  as  the  last 
year's  school-master,  Roberts  and  the  town  did  not  agree. 

"  JONATHAN  DODSON,  Town  Clerk." 

"  freetown,  May,  17th  day,  1721. — Voted,  to  leave  it  iii  the  pru- 
dence of  the  Select  Men  to  agree  with  William  Gaige  or  with  Wm. 
Caswell  to  serve  the  town  as  a  school-master  for  the  term  of  one 
year." 

"  freetown,  July  19th  day,  1721.— Voted,  30  pounds  be  raised 
on  the  inhabitants  to  pay  the  town's  school-master." 

"  freetown,  July  ye  lCth  day  1722. — then  at  a  legal  town  meet- 
ing, voted,  William  Caswell  30  pounds  in  consideration  of  his  serv- 
ing the  town,  to  keep  school  in  the  town  one  whole  year, 
the  said  Caswell  to  be  at  all  cost  of  boarding  or  dieting 
himself:  Said  Caswell  being  present  did  agree  to  serve.  Voted, 
the  school  to  be  removed  three  times  in  the  year,  the  first 
remove  to  be  at  the  meeting-house  the  second  remove  to 
be  at  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  thirdly  to  be  removed  to  the  up- 
per part  of  the  town.  Voted,  the  school-houses  to  be  set  at  the 
middle  of  each  half  of  the  town  from  the  meeting-house  or  centre. 

"  JOHN  REED,  Town  Clerk." 

To  carry  out  the  last  clause  of  that  vote  a  schoolhouse  had  to  be 
built  at  or  near  Steep  Brook.  In  1725,  William  Gaige  was  em- 
ployed to  keep  school  one  year  for  32  pounds,  and  board  himself. 

Wm.  Caswell  served  as  schoolmaster  for  the  years  1726-27-28  for 
38  pounds  per  year,  and  boarded  himself,  and  in  1729  his  wages 
were  raised  to  40  pounds. 

July  10,  1727  the  town  voted  to  build  two  schoolhouses,  one  of 
which  should  be  18  feet  long  and  14  feet  wide. 
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In  1730,  "William  Gaige  was  again  the  town's  schoolmaster  at 
40  pounds  per  year. 

In  1733  we  find  the  following  record  of  a  vote  passed  Nov.  2d 
of  that  year. 

"Voted,  the  sum  of  50  pounds  to  Mr.  Israel  nichols,  to  keep 
school  in  said  town,  always  excepting  Saturday  every  week." 

In  1738,  "Voted,  Mr.  James  Ward  66  pounds  to  keep  school  one 
year. 

"JOSEPH  REED,  Town  Clerk." 

In  1738,  sold  two  sohoolhouses  at  public  auction,  one  brought 
five  dollars  and  the  other  two  dollars. 

1744,  Dec.  17,  James  Mead  was  dismissed  from  serving  longer 
as  schoolmaster. 

Nov.  13,  1745,  the  town  made  choice  of  Shadrach  Hathaway  to 
keep  school  one  year,  and  he  to  board  himself.  Ambrose  Bar- 
uaby,  town  clerk. 

Shadrach  Hathaway  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  College.  His  grave- 
stone bears  the  following  inscription:  "In  memory  of  Shadrach 
Hathaway,  M.  A.,  died  December  ye  3d,  1749,  in  ye  33d  year  of 
his  age." 

Up  to  this  date,  all  that  was  done  about  schools  in  Freetown, 
that  part  now  Fall  River,  received  about  one-half  the  benefits  of, 
as  it  constituted  about  one  half  of  the  town.  East  or  New  Free- 
town was  annexed  in  1747,  and  then  Fall  River  was  considered 
about  one-third  of  the  entire  township. 

A  school  house  standing  near  the  meeting  house,  was  in  the 
town  records  of  1748,  called  an  old  schoolhouse,  and  a  vote 
passed  to  supply  its  place  by.a  new  schoolhouse  24x20.  The  school- 
house  then  built  must  have  been  the  second  that  stood  on  the 
meeting  house  lot. 

These  extracts  meagre  as  the  same  are,  furnish  nearly  all  that 
can  now  possibly  be  learned  of  what  was  done  for  the  education 
of  children  in  Fall  River,  (that  now  is,)  from  1704  to  1748,  or  the 
44  years  ending  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  years  since. 

In  the  pulpit  of  that  meeting-house  in  what  had  been  the  centre 
of  Freetown,  now  just  within  the  most  northerly  limits  of  Fall 
River,  the  gospel  was  preached  for  nearly  a  century  by  the  follow- 
ing divines,  several  remaining  but  a  short  period,  as  it  was  found 
to  be  an  exceedingly  difficult  matter  to  "dispense  the  gospel  to  the 
town's  exceptance,"  and  taking  exceptions  to  anything,  and  in  fact 
to  almost  everything  that  a  minister  could  do  or  say  seemed  to  be 
the  darling  project  of  many  of  the  people,  instead  of  accepting  or 
submitting  to  anything  whatever.  Jargon  and  contention  was 
the  rule,  peace  and  quiet  the  exception. 
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The  patience  of  one  of  these  preachers  having  become  exhaust- 
ed, tradition  asserts  that  he  with  warmth  once  proclaimed  from  the 
pulpit  that  he  never  before  in  all  his  life  saw  such  a  set  of  heathen 
and  such  incorrigible  sinners,  when,  suddenly  recollecting  some 
others  of  the  same  sort,  he  checked  himself  with  the  words,  "God 
forgive  me,  for  I  must  and  will  except  Taretown,"  meaning  Tiver- 
ton. 

One  preacher  who  had  failed  to  edify  in  the  morning  effort ,  told 
the  audience  that  he  should  improve  upon  the  same  text  in  the 
afternoon,  when  one  of  his  hearers  blurted  out; — "well,  preach 
from  it  again  in  the  afternoon,  but  I  shall  not  come  to  listen  to  you 
and  the  man  in  the  next  pew  says  he  wont." 

The  laborers  in  this  stony  ground  of  the  Vineyard  of  the  Lord 
were  as  follows: — 

Rev.  William  Way,  from  Feb.  14, 1704  to  Jan.  1707 ;  Rev.  Joseph 
Avery,  Mr.  Joseph  Haile,  Jonathan  Dodson,  Rev.  Thomas  Craig- 
head, Rev.  James  McSparrow,  *Mr.  Israel  Nichols  and  Rev.  Silas 
Brett.  Of  the  71  years  between  Feb.  14,  1704  and  1775,  Rev.  Silas 
Brett  preached  about  28  years.        * 

The  old  church  edifice,  the  first  erected  in  what  is  now  Fall  River, 
was  demolished  in  or  about  1808.  It  was  a  very  modest  looking 
unpretending  structure,  without  a  bell  tower  or  steeple,  and  inno- 
cent of  the  adornments  of  paint. 

No  church  bell  was  used  in  town  during  the  ninety-eight  years 

this  old  church  stood,  nor  for  quite  a  number  of  years  afterward. 

Of  this  section  of  country  it  might  in  truth  been  have  repeated  : 

"The  sound  of  a  church  going  bell 
These  valleys  and  hills  never  heard, 
Ne'er  sighed  at  the  sound  of  a  knell." 

and  in  view  of  their  disregard  for  sacred  things  so  vividly  ex- 
emplified in  the  conduct  of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  community, 
it  might  with  far  too  much  truth  be  added : — 

"  Nor  smiled  when  the  sabbath  appeared." 
The  present  population  of  Fall  River  is  45,340;   legal  voters, 
7024. 


FREETOWN. 

The  Bristol  County  Directory  issued  in  1872  contained  an  ac" 
count  of  this  time  honored  old  town  from  the  date  of  its  purchase 
of  the  Indians,  April  2,  1659,  to  the  last  conflict  waged  between 
this  countrv  and  England,  or  what  is  sometimes  called  the  "War  of 
1812. 


*Mr.  Israel  Nichols  was  also  the  town's  school  master  in  1733,  and  one  of  the 
two  constables  chosen  in  1738. 
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In  compliance  with  an  ancient  New  England  custom,  when 
speaking-  or  writing-  of  a  locality  we  will  commence  with  the  gos- 
pel ministry.  William  Way  was  the  first  preacher  of  the  gospel 
settled  in  that  work  at  Freetown,  and  he  was  also  the  first  school- 
teacher. He  was  employed  by  the  town  that  in  its  corporate  ca- 
pacity hired  him  to  fill  both  these  positions. 

The  agreement  between  Mr.  Win.  Way,  on  the  one  part  and  the 
town  of  Freetown  on  the  other,  was  consummated  and  concluded 
in  an  open  town  meeting  held  at  the  dwelling  house  of  John  Sim- 
mons, in  said  Freetown,  on  the  14th  day  of  February,  170-4. 

Their  next  minister  was  Rev.  Joseph  Avery.  He  was  the  fourth 
and  youngest  child  of  Deacon  Wm.  Avery  of  Dedham,  and  wife 
Elizabeth  White.  Rev.  Joseph  Avery  was  born  in  Dedham,  April 
9th,  1687.  Elizabeth,  the  mother  was  a  second  wife  of  William 
Avery,  who  by  a  former  wife  was  father  to  four  other  children. 
Rev.  Joseph  and  his  brother  John  graduated  at  Harvard  College 
in  1706,  and  both  became  clergymen;  John  settling  in  the  work 
of  the  ministry   at  Truro,  in  the  county  of  Barnstable. 

Rev.  Joseph  Avery's  wife  was  Sarah  Newman,  of  Rehoboth,  a 
daughter  of  Deacon  Samuel  Newman  and  wife  Hannah,  grand- 
daughter of  Samuel  Newman  and  wife  Bathsheba  Chickering,  and 
great  grand-daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  Newman,  the  founder  of  Re- 
hoboth. 

Rev.  Joseph  Avery  died  in  Norton  in  or  about  1770.  Sarah,  his 
wife  died  October  4th,  1763.    • 

At  a  town  meeting  held  in  Freetown,  July  5th,  1711,  the  town 
voted  to  give  Recompense  Wadsworth  a  call  to  be  their  gospel 
minister. 

In  1713,  as  apyjears  from  the  town  records,  we  are  led  to  think 
James  Haile  for  a  time  preached  to  the  inhabitants,  and  next  came 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Craighead,  wrho  preached  for  a  time,  and  as  his 
salary  was  not  promptly  paid,  entered  a  suit  at  law  and  siezed 
several  of  the  principal  inhabitants  aud  confined  them  in  jail  for 
debt,  as  the  law  of  the  land  then  permitted  him  to  do. 

These  troubles  between  the  town  and  Mr.  Craighead  occurred  in 
or  about  the  year  1719. 

Rev.  Silas  Brett  from  Easton  commenced  his  ministerial  labors 
in  Freetown  in  or  about  1744,  and  continued  about  thirty  years. 

Gentlemen  of  Freetown  who  have  been 

MEMBERS   OF   THE   GOVERNOR'S    COUNCIL. 

Thomas  Durfee,  elected  for  several  years. 

Col.  Hercules  Cushman,  elected  in  1826,  served  one  year. 

Rufus  Bacon,  elected  in  1827,  served  one  year. 
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STATE   SENATORS. 

Thomas  Durfee,  elected  for  several  years. 
Nathaniel  Morton,  elected  May  14th,  1804,  and  served  5  years. 
Col.  Hercules  Cushman,  elected  182 — . 

Elnathan  P.  Hathaway,  elected  Nov.  13th,  1843,  served  one  year. 
Gentlemen  of  Freetown  who  have  represented  the  town  in  the 
different  Constitutional  Conventions. 
Samuel  Barnaby,  elected  1779. 
Thomas  Durfee,  elected  Dec.  1787. 
Richard  Borden,  Dec.  1787. 
Nathaniel  Morton,  October  16th,  1820. 
Earl  Sampson  elected  Oct.  16th,  1820. 
Elnathan  P.  Hathaway,  elected  March,  1853. 

CLERK  OF  THE   COUNTY   COURTS. 

Job  Morton. 

COUNTY   COMMISSIONERS. 

Hon.  Nathaniel  Morton,  Job  Morton,  and  Rufus  Bacon. 


MANSFIELD. 

This  township  has  at  successive  periods  formed  a  part  of  several 
different  towns.  Thus,  from  September  3,  1639,  a  small  part  of 
what  is  now  Mansfield  belonged  to  Taunton,  it  being  included  in 
the  so  called  ''Tetiquet  Purchase,"  made  in  or  about  1637.  But  a 
much  larger  portion,  and  in  fact  nearly  all  the  terra  firma  of 
Mansfield  was  included  within  the  bounds  of  the  "North  Pur- 
chase," so  called,  made  in  1668. 

Nearly  all  that  is  now  Mansfield  was  a  part  of  Taunton  forty- 
three  years,  and  a  small  portion  seventy-two  years. 

From  June  12,  1711,  Mansfield  was  a  part  of  Norton,  and  while 
thus  forming  a  part  of  that  town,  wTas  incorporated,  April  26, 1770, 
as  the  North  District,  or  North  Precinct  of  Norton.  This  act  of 
incorporation  was  obtained  expressly  for  religious  purposes ;  a  pre- 
cinct or  parish,  as  sometimes  called,  being  a  section  of  country  of 
which  the  taxable  property  was  required  to  support  a  gospel  min- 
ister therein  settled. 

By  an  act  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  passed  March  23d, 
1786,  all  places  incorporated  by  the   name  of  districts  before  the 


Note.  Thomas  Durfee  was  from  that  part  of  the  town  now  Fall  River.  Col. 
Hercules  Cushman  from  Assonet  Village,  in  old,  or  West  Freetown,  as  was  also 
Capt.  Rufus  Bacon.  Hon.  Nathaniel  Morton  was  of  East  Freetown;  he  was 
father  of  Governor  Marcus  Morton. 
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first  day  of  January,  1777,  were  declared  to  be  towns  to  every  in- 
tent and  purpose  whatever,  and  the  North  District  of  Norton 
being  one  of  these,  thus  became  a  town  and  took  to  itself  the  name 
of  Mansfield. 

Colonel  Ephraim  Leonard,  one  of  the  most  wealthy  men  of  Nor- 
ton, resided  in  that  part  now  Mansfield,  where  his  possessions 
greatly  exceeded,  in  value  and  amount,  those  of  any  other  person. 
When  the  local  militia  of  Norton  were  organized  as  three  com- 
panies, Ephraim  Leonard  was  captain  of  one  of  these  companies, 
viz.,  the  second,  that  doubtless  embraced  the  militia  of  nearly  or 
quite  all  the  country  subsequently  incorporated  as  the  township  of 
Mansfield.  These  companies  constituted  a  part  of  the  3d  Regi- 
ment  in  the  Bristol  County  Brigade,  of  which  regiment  Ephraim 
Leonard  was  Colonel  from  about  1754  to  1759 ;  Samuel  White 
of  Taunton  being  his  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  George  Leonard, 
Jr.,  of  Norton,  Major. 

Colonel  Ephraim  Leonard  was  a  son  of  Colonel  George  Leonard, 

grandson  of  Major  George  Leonard,  and  great-grandson  of  Major 

Thomas  Leonard,  of  Taunton. 

i 

Colonel  Ephraim  Leonard  was  born  Jan.  16,  1706.  He  was  ap- 
pointed a  Justice  of  the  peace  in  1737,  and  subsequently  became 
a  Judge  of  the  county  court,  and  died  May  2d,  1786,  being  a  little 
more  than  80  years  of  age.  He  was  three  times  married.  The 
name  of  his  first  wife  was  Judith  Perkins:  second,  Mrs.  Melatiah 
Ware;  she  had  been  the  wife  of  Jonathan  AVare,  Esq.',  and  also  of 
Dr.  Benjamin  Ware.  Colonel  Leonards  third  wife  had  been  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Elisha  Woodworth,  and  also  of  Rev.  Timothy  Ruggles. 
Colonel  Leonard  and  his  three  wives  were  buried  in  a  graveyard 
in  Mansfield,  a  short  distance  from  his  former  residence.  The  Col. 
Leonard  mansion  became  the  property  and  residence  of  Calvin 
Thomas,  Esq. 

John  Caswell,  Jr.,  of  Norton,  was  a  son  of  John  Caswell  and 
grandson  of  Thomas  Caswell. 

John  Caswell,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Norton,  now  Mansfield.  July  19, 
1690.  He  was  commissioned  an  Ensign  in  Colonel  Sylvester 
Richmond's  regiment,  raised  for  the  expedition  to  Cape  Breton,  in 
1745,  or  that  now  called  the  "Old  French  War." 

Ensign  Caswell  was  promoted  to  Lieutenant  in  that  service. 

He  died  December  18th,  1773.  Hannah,  his  wife,  died  July  6th, 
1769,  in  her  81st  year.  Their  son,  Jonathan  Caswell  was  a  drum- 
mer in  Captain  Richard  Godfrey's  company  of  Colonel  Timothy 
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Ruggles'  Regiment,*  in  the  French  and  Indian  War,  in  the  summer 
of  1755,  also  a  soldier  in  that  war  in  1758,  and  in  Captain  Job 
Williams'  Company  of  Colonel  Thomas'  Regiment  in  same  ser- 
vice in  1760.  The  first  or  earliest  resident  physician  in  Mansfield 
was  Dr.  Samuel  Caswell.  His  medical  practice  commenced  as 
early  or  before  1726.  The  inscription  on  his  tomb  stone  is  as  fol- 
lows. 

"Here  lies  ye  body  of  Samuel  Cas wel,  M.  D.,  who  died  August 
ye  13th,  1755.    iEtatis  sure,  35. 

"In  seventeen  hundred  and  fifty-five, 
Relentless  death  did  us  deprive 
Of  a  very  useful  life. 
To  neighbor,  friend,  to  child  and  wife, 
He  safely  did  administer 
As  a  Physician, 

Consulting  more  his  patients'  health 
Than  all  extorted  gain. 
We  that  do  love  his  memory 
Would  like  him  live.    Yt  when  we  die 
We  may  enjoy  felicity." 

Mansfield  is  bounded  northerly  by  Foxborough,  easterly  by 
Easton,  southerly  by  Norton  and  westerly  by  Attleborough. 

The  population  of  Mansfield  in  1865  was  2130;  in  1870,  2432;  in 
1875,  2656.     Legal  voters,  now,  622. 


NORTON. 

This  town  formerly  embraced  the  present  townships  of  Easton 
and  Mansfield.  Norton  was  incorporated  June  12, 1711.  Easton  was 
detatched,  and  became  a  separate  town  Dec.  21,  1725 ;  and  Mans- 
field followed  its  example  March  23,  1786,  though  it  had  been  in- 
corporated as  a  parish  or  precinct  April  26, 1770,  and  the  latter 
date  is  sometimes  claimed  as  that  of  its  incorporation  as  a  town. 

The  bounds  of  Norton,  as  first  established,  embrace  all  t hat- 
tract  of  country  called  the  "  North  Purchase,"  and  also  the  north- 
erly angle  of  the  "Tetiquet  Purchase;'*  both  these  purchases 
formerly  constituting  parts  of  Taunton.  "  Tetiquet  Purchase  " 
was  bought  of , the  Indians  in  or  about  1637,  and  the  "  North  Pur- 
chase "  June  6,  1668. 


♦Field  and  Staff  officers  of  that  regiment :— Timothy  Ruggles  of  Hardwick 
Colonel:  Thomas  Gilbert  of  Berkley,  Lieut,-Colonel;  Jonathan  Ware,  Major; 
Nathan  Blake,  Adjutant;  Thomas  Pyneheon,  Surgeon;  Edward  Flint,  Assistant 
Surgeon.  It  was  for  his  misdemeanor  while  on  this  service  that  Lieut.-Colonel 
Thomas  Gilbert,  of  Berkley,  was  arrested  and  brought  to  that  trial  that  unveiled 
so  many  disgraceful  acts  in  his  official  conduct,  and  resulting  in  his  being  cash- 
iered.   See  further  notice  of  this  trial  in  the  historic  sketch  of  Berkley. 
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Norton  at  this  time  embraces  nearly  all  that  northerly  angle  of 
of  the  Tetiquet  Purchase,  and  also  a  small  part  of  the  North 
Purchase. 

Sergeant  William  Wetherell  was  the  first  English  settler  in 
Norton,  but  then  Taunton.  Here  he  set  himself  down  in  the 
wilderness  as  early  as  1669,  or  two  hundred  and  six  years  since, 
selecting  for  the  spot  of  his  residence  a  place  on  the  easterly  side 
of  Winneconet  Pond,  and  afterward  removing  to  the  southerly 
side  of  said  pond.  He  had  been  a  resident  of  Taunton  several 
years  before  becoming  the  pioneer  settler,  or  Daniel  Boone  of 
Norton ;  as  his  name  appears  on  the  roll  of  Taunton  "  train  band  " 
as  early  as  1643,  or  twenty-six  years  before  going  to  take  up  his 
abode  in  Norton,  or,  as  then  called,  the  North  Purchase  Wild 
"Woods.  From  the  best  authority  now  extant,  we  learn  the  family 
of  William  Wetherell,  in  1659,  consisted  of  himself,  his  wife 
Dorothy,  and  their  three  children,  and  of  the  latter,  the  son> 
WilliamWetherel,  Jr.,  attained  to  the  years  of  manhood  about,  and, 
probably,,  a  little  before  the  father  settled  in  what  is  now  Norton, 
William  Wetherell  was  made^a  freeman  of  Plymouth  Colony  at  a 
session  of  the  colonial  court,  held  in  June,  1658. 

He  was  constable  of  Taunton  in  1662  and  1676,  and  in  1671  and 
1685,  he  was  representative  of  that  town  in  the  general  court. 
Ke  was  frequently  one  of  the  grand  jury  of  the  colony,  or  what 
was  then  styled  the  "  Grand  Inquest,"  and  he  also  represented 
Taunton  at  a  special  session  of  the  general  court,  held  Oct.  31,  and 
Nov.  1,  1676,  a  session  called  to  take  measures  to  provide  for  the 
exigences  of  the  colony  in  the  war  being  waged  with  the  Indians,  and 
now  called  "  King  Philip's  War."  In  1685  William  Wetherell  was 
one  of  the  selectmen  of  Taunton,  and  the  same  year  was  licensed 
to  "  retaile  cider,  beeir,  and  strong  liquors,"  and  hence  we  con- 
clude that  he  was  the  first,  or  earliest  tavern-keeper  in  what  is  now 
Norton. 

In  1671  he  Avas  one  of  the  committee  "  appointed  to  see  to  the 
gathering  in  of  the  minister's  maintenance,"  and  on  the  25th  of 
May,  1680,  he  was  one  of  the  committee  "  to  revise  the  town 
orders,  records  of  land,  &c." 

These  evidences  cited  are  enough  to  show  the  honorable  posi- 
tion that  William  Wetherell  maintained  in  a  civil  capacity,  and  to 
prove  that  he  was  among  the  "first  in  peace,"  and  from  what 
follows,  we  think  that  we  are  as  reasonably  led  to  believe  that  he 
was  among  the  "  first  in  war,"  and  his  sufferings  for  the  common 
cause  entitled  him  to  be  also  among  the  "  first  in  the  hearts  of  his 
countrymen." 
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.  When  Plymouth  Colony  became  involved  in  a  war  with  the 
Dutch  of  New  York,  as  it  did  in  1673,  a  company  was  ordered  to 
be  raised  to  fight  the  latter,  and  of  that  company  the  following 
gentlemen  were  appointed  officers: 

COMMISSIONED   OFFICERS. 

James  Cudworth,  of  Scituate,  Captain;  John  Gorham,  of  Barn- 
stable, Lieutenant,  and  Michael  Peirce,  of  Scituate,  Ensign. 

NON-COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS. 

Sergeants,  "William  Wetherell,  Thomas  Harvey,  John  Wetherell 
aud  Philip  Leonard.  In  "  King  Philip's  War,"  that  commenced 
two  years  later  (viz.,  June  1675) ,  Sergt.  William  Wetherell  held 
the  same  rank  and  position  in  Capt.  John  Gorham's  company  as 
that  to  which  he  was  appointed  in  Capt.  James  Cudworth's,  raised 
for  the  invasion  of  New  York,  aud  as  first  or  ranking  sergeant  of 
Capt.  John  Gorham's  company,  William  Wetherell  participated 
in  the  "  great  swamp  fight,"  in  what  is^now  Kingston,  R.  I.,  Dec. 
19,  1675,  one  of  the  hardest  fought  battles,  and  attended  with, 
perhaps,  the  greatest  slaughter  of  any  that  has  been  fought  in  New 
England. 

In  that  sanguinary  battle  Sergt.  William  Wetherell  was  severely 
wounded.  He  was  carried  to  the  house  of  Peter  Sauford  on  Rhode 
Island,  Dec.  24,  1675,  but  so  severe  were  the  injuries  that  he  had 
received,  that  he  was  forced  to  remain  there  till  Oct.  17,  1676,  or 
nearly  ten  months.  The  colony  court,  in  consideration  of  his 
wounds  and  consequent  suffering,  granted  him  ten  pounds  in  1685, 
and  five  pounds  in  1686,  and  he  also  received  a  land  grant.  His 
will  bore  date  of  Aug.  16,  1691,  and  was  presented  in  probate 
court  Nov.  18th  of  that  year;  and  hence  we  conclude  that  he  died 
between  Aug.  15th  and  Nov.  18,  1691. 

The  children  of  Sergt.  William  Wetherell  were  William,  John, 
Ephraim,  and  Dorothy.  The  daughter  married  twice,  first  Aug. 
26. 1674,  Elias  Irish  He  died,  and  she  married  second  April  1, 
1686,  William  Wood. 

At  the  organization  of  the  local  militia  of  Norton,  in  or  about 
1698,  George  Leonard  was  commissioned  Captain,  Samuel  Brett- 
nell,  Lieutenant,  aud  Nicholas  White,  Ensign.  Leonard  was  pro- 
moted to  major.     Major  George  Leonard  died  Sept.  5,  1716. 
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Id  the  "  Old  French  War,"  as  it  is  now  called,  an  expedition 
was  sent  against  the  fortress  of  Louisburg,  at  Cape  Breton,  then 
considered  the  strongest  fortress  in  America. 

Bristol  County  furnished  nearly  or  quite  all  of  one  of  the  regi- 
ments that  participated  in  that  seige,  and  the  great  victory  over  the 
French,  achieved  June  17,  1745. 

Joseph  Hodges,  of  Norton,  was  major  of  that  regiment,  and  he 
lost  his  life  in  that  expedition.  John  Caswell  of  Norton,  was  a 
lieutenant  in  that  expedition. 

Joseph  Hodges,  Jr.,  a  son  of  the  major,  was  a  captain  in  the 
French  and  Indian  "War,  ten  years  later  than  the  '  Old  French 
"War;"  and  Capt.  Joseph  Hodges  lost  his  life  in  battle,  fighting 
the  French  and  Indians  in  the  north-easterly  part  of  what  is  now 
the  State  of  New  York. 

Joseph  Hodges,  3d,  of  Norton  (a  son  of  Capt.  Joseph  and  grand- 
son of  Major  Joseph),  was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Patriot  army  of  the 
Revolution,  and  wielded  for  the  cause  of  liberty  the  same  sword 
used  by  his  grandfather  in  the  Old  French  War,  and  by  his  father 
in  the  French  and  Indian  War;  and  thus  the  blade  of  Louisburg 
became  a  "  Sword  of  Bunker  HlllP 


SEEKONK. 

The  name  Seekonk  is  said  to  be  composed  of  two  Indian  words, 
viz.,  seaki,  signifying  black,  and  honk,  meaning  goose,  and  these 
combined  made  the  Indian  name  for  black  goose.  The  locality 
doubtless  acquired  this  name  in  the  Indians' remarkably  expressive 
tongue,  from  the  fact  that  geese,  in  their  semi-annual  migrations, 
used  frequently  to  alight  in  the  Seekonk  River  and  cove. 

Seekonk  was  formerly  a  part  of  Rehoboth,  set  off  and  incorpo- 
rated as  a  new  and  distinct  town  Feb.  26,  1812.  In  1861  a  part  of 
Seekonk  was  annexed  to  Rhode  Island,  and  a  part  of  Pawtucket 
added  to  Seekonk.  The  appearance  of  the  town  on  the  map  was 
marred  by  those  operations,  and  it  has  not  inaptly  been  said  that  in 
its  dimensions  that  it  now  strongly  resembles  a  case  knife.  See- 
konk as  it  came  to  be,  but  what  was  then  Rehoboth,  suffered 
severely  from  the  Indians  in  "  King  Philip's  War." 
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March  28,  1676  (just  about  two  hundred  years  ago),  a  party  of 
Indians  laid  in  ashes  the  settlement,  burning  forty  houses  and 
thirty  barns.  These  constituted  what  was  called  the  "  ring  of  the 
town"  of  Kehoboth,  and  since  known  as  "  Seekonk  plain"  or 
"  Seekonk  Common."  One  house  alone  escaped  the  flames,  and 
that  was  fortified  and  garrisoned.  To  that  the  English  inhabitants 
fled,  and  were  saved.  Only  one  white  man  lost  his  life,  and  this 
he  foolishly  threw  away.  Under  the  mistaken  idea  that  he  was 
possessed  of  a  "  light  from  on  high,"  he  acted  more  like  a  fool  than 
those  in  Nature's  darkness.  Seating  himself  in  his  own  house — a 
practical  non-resistent  of  the  17th  century,  with  a  bible  in  his 
hand — he  commenced  reading,  believing  that  the  Indians  could  not 
hurt  or  harm  him  while  thus  engaged;  but  such  faith  as  he  pos- 
sessed, though  strong,  did  not  remove  any  mountains,  nor  in  the 
least  degree  protect  him  as  "  common  sense,"  and  only  earthly 
wisdom  would  have  been  sufficient  to  teach  him.  The  Indians  no 
sooner  discovered  than  they  shot  him  down  and  killed  him,  and  he 
died  with  the  Bible  still  in  his  hand ;  and,  yet,  how  many  of  just  such 
lunatics  have  continued  to  "  turn  the  world  upside  down"  even  until 
now,  setting  reason,  common  sense  and  practical  truth  at  defiance, 
and  turning  the  inestimable  word  of  God  into  a  lie. 

Names  of  Seekonk  gentlemen  who  have  held  the  commissions  of 
field  and  staff  officers  in  the  local  militia: 

FIRST  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

'Colonel,  Seth  Wood,  from  Sept.  15, 1837,  to  March  24,  1840. 
Lieut. -Colonel ,  Nathan  Mason,  from  April  5,  1834,  to  June  13, 
1837. 
Adjutant,  Abraham  Ormsbee,  Jr.,  from  June  25,  1813  to  1822. 
Quarter  Master,  Calvin  Carpenter,  from  June  7,  1823. 

BATTALION  OF   CAVALRY. 

Major  Commandant,  Allen  Hunt,  from  Sept.  7,  1822,  to  1826. 

Adjutant,  William-Ide,  from  June  1,  1824. 

Quarter  Master,  Wellington  Kent,  from  June  1, 1S24. 
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REHOBOTH. 

This  is  one  of  the  oldest  townships  in  the  comity,  and  at  present 
embraces  much  less  territory  than  formerly.  Bebobotli  was  incor- 
porated June  4,  1645.  The  towns  of  Pawtucket  and  Seekonk  were 
formerly  parts  of  Rehoboth.  Seekonk  was  detached  and  became  a 
separate  town  Feb.  26,  1812,  and  Pawtucket  March  1, 1828.  Nearly 
all  of  Pawtucket  and  a  portion  of  Seekonk  has  since  been  annexed 
to  Rhode  Island.  In  "  King  Philip's  War,"  waged  just  two  hun- 
dred years  ago,  Rehoboth  furnished  the  following  named  soldiers: 

John  Fitch,  Jonathan  "VVilmarth,  Jasiel  Perry,  Thomas  Kendrick. 
Jonathan  Sabin,  John  Carpenter,  John  Redeway,  John  Martin, 
John  Hall,  John  Miller,  Jr.,  John  Ide,  Joseph  Doggett  and 
Sampson  Mason,  Jr.  They  participated  in  the  "  great  swamp  fight," 
at  what  is  now  Kingston,  R.  I.,  Dec.  19,  1675.  In  some  other  ex- 
peditions in  that  war,Rehoboth  furnished  these  soldiers :  Preserved 
Abel,  Samuel  Perry,  Stephen  Paine,  Jr.,  Samuel  Miller,  Silas 
Allen,  Samuel  Palmer,  James  Redeway,  Enoch  Hunt,  Samuel 
Walker,  Nicholas  Ide,  Noah  Mason,  Samuel  Sabin,  Thomas  Read, 
Israel  Read,  George  Robinson  and  Nathaniel  Willmarth.  In  the 
expedition  to  Canada  in  1690,  Rehoboth  furnished  the  following- 
officers  and  soldiers  for  one  of  the  companies  in  Major  John' 
Walley's  regiment: 

Preserved  Abel,  Lieutenant;  Nicholas  Peck,  Corporal;  Daniel 
Carpenter,  Private  Soldier. 

At  the  "  Lexington  alarm,"  April  19,  1775,  Rehoboth  furnished 
two  companies  of  "  minute  men"  so  called.  The  commissioned 
officers  of  these  companies  were  Samuel  Bliss  and  John  Perry, 
Captains;  Aaron  Walker  and  John  Paine,  Lieutenants;  Joseph 
Allen  and  James  Bucklin,  Ensigns. 

These  officers  also  raised  two  companies  for  the  regiment  com- 
manded by  Col.  Timothy  Walker,  of  Rehoboth,  in  the  eight 
months'  service,  commencing  in  May,  1775. 

Col.  Thomas  Carpenter,  of  this  town,  commanded  a  regiment  in 
the  revolutionary  service  in  1776. 
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